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rom: rvrotterpa@aol.com <rvrotterpa@aol.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 1:41 PM 
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW <ODFW.COMMISSION@odfw.oregon.gov> 
Subject: revision to Importation, Possession, Confinement, Transportation and Sale of Nonnative Wildlife 
Rules 

 

(re: otter on the prohibited classification draft) 

 

Hello 

 

I am sending an email in general support of the draft amendments as proposed: 

EXHIBIT D: IMPORTATION, POSSESSION, CONFINEMENT, TRANSPORTATION 
AND SALE OF NONNATIVE WILDLIFE DIVISION 56 RULE AMENDMENTS. 

  

I wish to request a correction in particular to Asian Small-clawed Otter "(iv)" listed as 
"Prohibited" below, so that the "Lutrinae" is removed and the remaining the scientific 
name reflect current citations, including that of the IUCN. 

 

(iv) Asian Small-clawed Otter — Mustelidae — Lutrinae Aonyx cinerea Aonyx cinereus. 

 

Obviously this is a minor "technicality" among the general purpose of the draft 
amendments, but as I noticed several similar corrections elsewhere in the draft, I 
thought to chime up to point out a curious part of the species name that has had my 
attention ever since the listed genera had been inserted. 

I figure this is a good opportunity to get that corrected when these amendments are 
adopted. 

 

Some citations also refer Lontra canadensis lataxina as "Southeastern River Otter". 
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I was the person who originally requested an "uncontrolled" classification for Lontra 
canadensis lataxina and Aonyx cinerea (cinereus), until I was convinced that the 
"prohibited" classification was the only logical option for listing during that time, instead 
of withdrawing.  Due to the persistent popularity of people keeping otters in other states, 
in some cases without any oversight, I'd rather have these species remain on the 
Prohibited list, which still provides the opportunity for individuals and facilities to be 
permitted (after inspection) and maximizes ODFW's effort to prevent these animals 
becoming another potential exotic animal problem when abandoned, escaped, or 
neglected.  It is still very difficult to keep these animals in captivity properly, of which is 
beyond most interested people are willing to successfully expend and tolerate for an 
otter's entire lifespan. 

 

In short, I appreciate the work that the department is currently doing with everything, 
considering the many pressures and policy challenges that ODFW is dealing with. 

 

Thank You. 

William Ahlquist (Bill, otter pop) 

 
 
Exhibit D_Attachment 3_Draft Oregon Administrative Rules 
 
635-056-0050 Prohibited Species 
(1) 
 
(a) Prohibited Mammals: Common Name — Family — Genus/species: 
 
(B) Order Carnivora: 
 
(iii) North American Otter, Eastern subspecies — Mustelidae — Lontra canadensis 
lataxina. 
(iv) Asian Small-clawed Otter — Mustelidae — Lutrinae Aonyx cinerea. 
 
Change to: 
 
(iv) Asian Small-clawed Otter — Mustelidae — Lutrinae Aonyx cinerea Aonyx cinereus. 
 
 



6/12/25 

FROM: Josh Diamond, Joshd55.ari@gmail.com 

 

I want to strongly encourage the Commission to include octopuses on the Prohibited Species list for 
aquaculture during the August meeting scheduled in Salem. Oregon has a chance, like fellow west coast 
states California and Washington, to preemptively prohibit a terribly cruel, ecological and public health-
threatening, farming practice before any jobs are lost and economic interests are entrenched. 
Unfortunately, octopus farming is a burgeoning and global industry, with research facilities and 
commercial operations planned from New Zealand to Spain, China to Greece, and beyond. Here are just 
a few reasons the Commission should prohibit octopuses for aquaculture use this year: 
 
•As various Oregon crustacean fisheries have declined dramatically in the last few decades, octopuses 
that require huge amounts of live prey for their diets (3:1 ratio of prey to body weight roughly) would 
further decimate the needed crab, etc populations in Oregon to feed these animals. Dead prey or 
processed pellets and the like have not been shown to be adequate for farmed octopus diets, thus 
making octopuses a unique burden on wild animal populations in the aquaculture world. 
 
•O. Maya and O. Vulgaris, the species used in farming research thus far, are not native to the Pacific 
NW. Their brilliant minds and countless escapes/attempts from aquariums and other facilities globally, 
as well as abilities to spray water to decimate electrical systems and the like, threaten mass release of 
non-native creatures into Oregon waters, posing a risk of substantial havoc on wild animal populations 
and food webs. 
 
•Assuredly substantial amounts of waste (perhaps 6000 tons or more annually) would be produced from 
octopus farms, which can easily help create huge algal blooms and dead zones in OR waters. This would 
compound ongoing nitrogen and phosphorus release issues, as well as the enormous challenges posed 
by our rapidly heating waters as a result of the effects of global climate change. As you all know, Oregon 
experienced the 2018 Salem water crisis and the 2014-2016 'Blob', the massive stretch of overly heated 
waters up the west coast of North America where a wide variety of species experienced mass die offs. 
We don't need octopus farms to layer on top of these kinds of threats! 
 
*Octopuses cannot be vaccinated against bacterial or viral infections and research from Oregon State 
University has shown that captive octopuses can develop hundreds of genetic mutations unseen in wild 
octopuses, posing all kinds of potential threats. As well, octopuses can transmit harmful anisakid 
nematodes, cholera, and several more harmful pathogens to humans. When you consider plans for the 
world's first commercial farm in the Canary Islands call for a million octopuses a year to be farmed, 
that's a staggering number of vectors available to make humans ill. 
 
For all these reasons and more, please add octopuses to the Prohibited Species list. 
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