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You don't often get email from sky1erdlongworth1@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

To whom it may concern, 

I am a sport angler and tackle manufacturer with concerns about the Umpqua River coho salmon 

proposal. I would like to express my gratitude for the allowance of a chi nook season this fall and can 

appreciate the extension of that love branch, however I must ask for another. Alltho it is better to have a 

limited season than none at all plenty of Winchester bay business are already on life support this year 

due to lack of foot traffic, empty parking lots means no lunches sold, no ice sold, no gas sold, no tackle 

sold, no launch passes sold and less camping, just a few of the things that help keep the pulse going on 

the coast. Coho are abundant based on common sense and what sportsmen are seeing daily. I'm 

hopeful that the department will find a compromise to the proposal and extend yet another olive branch 

to try and continue to heal a scared relationship between sportsman and the "folks in charge". Everyone 

can benefit from working together on this we want to see the fishery succeed and we also want to see our 

laundry list of state fees go to something that gets us on the water not off of it. This is not just our hobby It 

is our culture!! 

Thank you for your time 

Skyler longworth 
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ODFW Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, Oregon, 97302 

August 11, 2025 

RE: ODFW Proposed Fishing Regulation for 2025 Oregon Coast Natural Coho 

Chair Wahl, Vice-Chair Hatfield-Hyde, and Members of the Commission: 

Wild Salmon Center (WSC) appreciates the opportunity to comment regarding the proposed Oregon Coast 
Natural (OCN) coho salmon regulations for the upcoming 2025 season.1 WSC supports a coho fishery, but 
encourages ODFW to manage fishing regulations for OCN coho by applying the precautionary 
principle in order to support efforts to delist and recover this threatened species.  Harvest on OCN 
coho should stay below 15% until full ESA recovery is achieved. 

WSC is a nonprofit organization based in Oregon that focuses on protecting and conserving salmon 
strongholds on the Oregon Coast, where wild salmon populations are strong and diverse, and where habitats 
are highly functioning and intact. We use science to drive policy, lead planning processes, and support 
implementation of durable conservation protections.  

Over the past decade, OCN coho populations have increased in abundance, thanks to bold actions by 
fisheries and land managers.2 These efforts have included reducing commercial and recreational harvests, 
cutting or eliminating hatchery coho releases, and protecting and restoring essential coho habitat. 

ODFW Proposed OCN Coho Regulations 

ODFW proposes a 30% exploitation rate for OCN coho during the 2025 season. WSC recognizes 
that this rate remains unchanged from the 2024 exploitation rate. Actual exploitation rates for OCN 
coho stocks varied regionally, ranging from 28.5% in the Coos to 17.4% in the Floras, with an 
overall mean exploitation rate of 24.05% for populations indicated in the OCN coho agenda 
summary. The Pacific Fisheries Management Council is forecasting a run size of 289,000 OCN coho 
this season, slightly higher than last year’s forecast.3 

Although the current proposal is similar to the 2024 OCN coho regulations, WSC encourages ODFW 
staff and the Commission to use caution and adopt a 15% exploitation rate to increase spawner 
abundance for OCN coho.  

3 ODFW OCN coho summary Table 2
https://myodfw.com/sites/default/files/2025-07/Exhibit%20F_Attachment%201_Agenda%20Item%20Summar
y.pdf

2 ODFW OCN coho summary Figure 1 
https://myodfw.com/sites/default/files/2025-07/Exhibit%20F_Attachment%201_Agenda%20Item%20Summar
y.pdf

1 ODFW Draft Rules OCN coho 
https://myodfw.com/sites/default/files/2025-07/Exhibit%20F_Attachment%204_Coastal%20Rivers%20and%2
0Lakes%20Wild%20Coho%20Fisheries_2024%20report%20and%202025%20proposal_final_6.24.25%20.p
df 



Actions and strategies that have led to an increase in the abundance of OCN coho 

Since listing Oregon Coast coho populations in 1998, numerous actions and strategies have been 
implemented in response. These include significant reductions in OCN coho harvest, decreased 
hatchery coho releases, and substantial investments in habitat restoration. WSC recommends that 
ODFW and NMFS continue implementing the strategies and actions outlined in the Final ESA 
Recovery Plan for Oregon Coast Coho Salmon (December 2016)4 and the 2022 5-Year Summary and 
Evaluation of Oregon Coast Coho Salmon.5 

Additionally, WSC is fully committed to working with state and local partners to further develop, 
adopt, and implement Coho Strategic Action Plans (SAPs) across Oregon. These action plans and 
changes in fisheries management have contributed to the recent increases in OCN coho. 

Providing harvest opportunities while moving towards recovery 

A 30% exploitation rate, on an ESA listed species, is too high. Traditional fisheries management 
strategies allowed high harvest rates during years of higher abundance, based on a theory that adult 
salmon would fully seed the available habitat. New and precautionary management strategies show 
greater species benefits to allowing a larger escapement in years of relatively high abundance: 1) in 
years of higher escapement, salmon spawning occurs in a larger portion of the stream network, 
increasing the spatial distribution of habitats used by fish; 2) higher escapements are essential for 
producing juvenile fish that express a wider diverse life histories (e.g., a greater number of fry 
migrants can occupy suitable estuarine habitat and other complementary habitats); and 3) there are 
ecological benefits of having more fish reach the spawning grounds for consumers and ecosystem 
nutrient cycles. 

Based on new management strategies, WSC is asking ODFW to apply the precautionary principle to 
management by limiting harvest to a 15% exploitation rate on the Oregon Coast. Beaver Creek and 
Floras Creek are examples of small populations that could be disproportionately negatively affected 
by a 30% harvest rate. 

Umpqua Basin OCN coho populations 

WSC appreciates that ODFW has restricted harvest on the Umpqua populations. The OCN 
populations in the South Umpqua and Middle Umpqua saw a decline from 2022, with no coho being 
observed during ODFW spawning surveys in the South Umpqua Basin. As noted above, WSC is 
working with local Umpqua Basin stakeholders to develop a Strategic Action Plan for the South 
Umpqua coho population. We encourage ODFW to continue developing this action plan and to help 
support its implementation. 

WSC recognizes the challenges faced by ODFW staff and the Commission in managing ESA-listed OCN 
coho. WSC urges the ODFW Staff and Commission to manage these populations using the 
precautionary principle, decreasing coastwide exploitation rates to 15% to provide harvest while 
increasing spawner escapement, juvenile productivity, and life history diversity. WSC looks forward to 
continuing to assist ODFW’s efforts to restore coho populations in Oregon. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

5 "2022 5-Year Review: Summary" (2022). https://doi.org/10.25923/95k5-p494 

4 United States, National Marine Fisheries Service, (2016). Final ESA recovery plan for Oregon Coast coho 
salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch).  



Kirk Blaine  
Sr. Wild Fish Manager - Oregon 
Wild Salmon Center 
kblaine@wildsalmoncenter.org 

mailto:kblaine@wildsalmoncenter.org










Via Email 

August 4, 2025 

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
ODFW.Commission@odfw.oregon.gov             

    Re: Umpqua River Coastal Coho Fishing Regulations for 2025  

Dear Commissioners: 

            Please accept the following comments on behalf of Fins and Feathers Guide Service, 
LLC (“FFGS”) on ODFW’s proposed regulations for coastal coho on the Umpqua River in 2025. 
FFGS is based out of Roseburg, Oregon and owned and operated by Craig Augustynovich. FFGS 
and Mr. Augustynovich strongly oppose ODFW’s proposal to not open the Umpqua river for 
wild coho retention on the Umpqua River because it will be devastating to FFGS’s guiding 
business, as well as the entire local economy that relies on the estuary salmon fishery in 
Winchester Bay and the Umpqua River. In addition, the scientific basis for not having a wild 
coho retention season is highly questionable. FFGS urges the Commission to consider a limited 
wild coho retention season in 2025, consistent with other rivers up and down the Oregon coast. 

            ODFW states on their website that a strong wild coho return is expected this year and 
retention seasons are being proposed throughout the Oregon coast but notes that the “one 
exception is the Umpqua River, where no wild coho fishery is being proposed.”  ODFW’s stated 
justification is that the “Umpqua Basin had a very low coho return in 2022 (the parents of adults 
returning this year), particularly in the South Umpqua population where no adult coho were 
observed during ODFW spawning ground surveys.”  FFGS disagrees with this rationale. 

The reliability and efficacy of the surveys that ODFW conducted on the South Umpqua 
are highly questionable.  Only 16 sites across just 10.5 miles were surveyed on the South 
Umpqua in 2022.1  In comparison, in 2011, ODFW surveyed 27 sites across 19 miles of the 
South Umpqua River and estimated a return of almost 50,000 adult coho.2  It appears that due to 
budget cuts, ODFW is no longer surveying an adequate number of sites or stream miles in the 
South Umpqua River to be able to accurately estimate abundance. 

1 https://odfw‐oasis.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/2024‐01/2022CohoAnnualReport.pdf  
2 https://odfw‐oasis.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/2023‐01/2011CohoAnnualReport.pdf  



Dominic Carollo 
Re: Umpqua River Coastal Coho Fishing Regulations for 2025 
August 4, 2025 

Further, the prior year’s (2021) return was estimated at 14,403 adult coho.  It simply is 
not believable that no coho returned to the South Umpqua River in 2022.  It is essential that 
spawning surveys be conducted at the right places, at the right times, and under the right water 
conditions to be valid and useful. It is questionable whether any of those criteria were met with 
respect to the surveys that were performed in 2022.  FFGS urges ODFW to reevaluate its coho 
surveying program in the Umpqua Basin.  Not getting the surveys right has drastic consequences 
for the local economies and communities that depend on coastal fisheries. 

FFGS would also like to note that, despite estimating a zero fish return for the South 
Umpqua, the total estimated return for the entire Umpqua Basin in 2022 was 9,632 adult coho, 
compared to 8,049 for the Lakes basin (Siltcoos, Tahkenitch, and Tenmile) in 2022.  It does not 
make sense that ODFW is proposing a 1/5 wild coho retention season for the lakes and, yet, no 
retention season for the Umpqua Basin.  Further, ODFW does not have any spawning survey 
data, nor adult return estimates, for the Necanicum River, Nehalem River, Tillamook Bay, 
Nestucca River in 2022 and, yet, ODFW is proposing a 1/3 retention season for those rivers.  
Based on these factors, it would appear that ODFW is arbitrarily singling out the Umpqua Basin 
for a closure to wild coho retention. One has to wonder if ODFW would have proposed wild 
coho retention in the Umpqua Basin if, like the North Coast rivers, ODFW did not conduct any 
surveys at all in 2022 in the South Umpqua.    

FFGS urges ODFW to publicly acknowledge that the spawning surveys performed in the 
South Umpqua in 2022 were not indicative of a zero fish return and, consistent with ODFW’s 
approach to other basins along the Oregon coast, propose a limited wild coho retention season in 
the Umpqua estuary.  

Sincerely, 

Dominic M. Carollo 
Attorney at Law 

DMC/klh 

Cc:  Anika Marriott, Esq. 

 Client 








