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We manage 
populations for 

long term health
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Informed by data
Population surveys

Habitat surveys
Disease sampling
Harvest reporting

Research

Guided by plans
Strategies and 

actions to address 
limiting factors

Sustainable harvest 
frameworks

On-the-Ground-Action
Protect & Restore 

habitat
Manage conflict
Manage harvest



CONTROLLED ARCHERY 
ELK HUNTS IN NE OREGON

New controlled hunt 
areas and hunts

High opportunity

Flexible and equitable 
management tool
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REVIEW OF 2022 
HUNT CHANGES



Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife
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GENERAL 
REGULATION 
PROPOSALS

Prohibited devices 
and equipment

Prohibit Hunting at 
Wildlife Crossings



2026 Big Game Hunt Proposals 
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BIG GAME SEASON 
DEVELOPMENT
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Biological 
Data 
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Data 
Analysis

Public 
Outreach

Tag Setting

Commission 
Adoption

Finalize 
Regulations

Licenses 
and Tags 
Available

Population 
and Harvest 

Surveys



COUGAR 
POPULATION 

MANAGEMENT
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COUGAR POPULATIONS AT CARRYING CAPACITY
Statewide 
Population 
Estimate: 

~7,000
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Female mortality remains below plan threshold
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2026 COUGAR 
PROPOSALS

Maintain season dates 
and structure

Protect kittens and 
females with kittens
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BLACK BEAR 
POPULATION 
MANAGEMENT



OREGON’S BLACK BEAR 
POPULATION IS INCREASING

NW

SW SC

NE
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2026 SPRING 
BEAR PROPOSALS

Propose 1% tag increase

Continue to protect cubs 
and sows with cubs
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2026 FALL BEAR 
PROPOSALS

Maintain season dates 
and structure

Continue to protect cubs 
and sows with cubs
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UNGULATES

16
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BIGHORN SHEEP 
POPULATION 
MANAGEMENT

Disease sampling
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INCREASING
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2025 BIGHORN 
SHEEP PROPOSALS

No tag in Wenaha 
rotational hunt 

Increase in 
California tags
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2026 ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN GOAT 
PROPOSALS

No Central Cascades 
hunt, rotating hunt

Slight decrease in tags
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Pronghorn Population Mirrors Drought Conditions
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2025 
PRONGHORN 
PROPOSALS

No major 
changes
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Elk Population Management

Elk 
Management 

Projects

Survival

Seasonal 
Ranges

Resource 
Selection

Nutrition

Calf 
Production

Herd 
Movement



Elk Population Monitoring
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Roosevelt Elk
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2025 GENERAL 
ELK PROPOSALS
No major changes
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2025 CONTROLLED 
ELK PROPOSALS
Delete 5 western hunts, 
reduce tags in another 
concurrent with reduced 
conflict

Three new and 2 
deleted eastern 
antlerless hunts
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2024
Adopted by 

the commission

2026
Implement 

plan-directed 
changes
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CHANGES TO HARVEST MANAGEMENT SCALE
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MULE DEER DEFINED HERD RANGE BOUNDARIES
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HUNT AREAS WITHIN HERD RANGES
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EXTENSIVE OUTREACH
Print Media

Digital Media

Targeted Outreach

Direct Communication

Tools and Information



2026 DEER PROPOSALS
WESTERN OREGON

No changes to Western 
Oregon buck hunts

Increase Applegate doe tags

EASTERN OREGON

145 new eastern buck hunts 
replace 142 deleted WMU hunts

22 eastern doe hunts replace 
21 WMU based hunts

Split out WTD
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Mule Deer Hunt
Next Steps
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Landowner Preference (LOP)

       Outreach & Resources
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Costs include $2 Agent fee    

Current
Effective 

2026
Effective 

2028
Effective 

2030

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Proposed Recreational License Fee Schedule

RESIDENT HUNTER $34.50 $39.00 $42.00 $45.00
RESIDENT SENIOR HUNTER $22.00 $25.00 $27.00 $29.00
UNIFORMED SERVICES HUNTER (R) $17.00 $19.00 $21.00 $23.00
UNIFORMED SERVICES HUNTER (NR) $34.50 $39.00 $42.00 $45.00
NONRESIDENT HUNTER $172.00 $193.00 $208.00 $225.00
NONRESIDENT 3-DAY BIRD $32.50 $36.00 $39.00 $42.00

RESIDENT DEER $28.50 $33.00 $36.00 $39.00
NONRESIDENT DEER $443.50 $500.00 $540.00 $585.00
RESIDENT ELK $49.50 $56.00 $60.00 $65.00
SPECIAL ELK (DV/Pioneer) $26.00 $29.00 $31.00 $33.00
NONRESIDENT ELK $588.00 $660.00 $715.00 $775.00
RESIDENT BLACK BEAR $16.50 $16.50 $16.50 $16.50
NONRESIDENT BLACK BEAR $16.50 $16.50 $16.50 $16.50
RESIDENT TURKEY $26.50 $26.50 $26.50 $26.50
YOUTH TURKEY $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50
NONRESIDENT TURKEY $90.00 $90.00 $90.00 $90.00
RESIDENT ANTELOPE $51.50 $58.00 $63.00 $68.00
NONRESIDENT ANTELOPE $395.50 $443.00 $478.00 $516.00
RESIDENT MOUNTAIN SHEEP $142.00 $159.00 $172.00 $186.00
NONRESIDENT MOUNTAIN SHEEP $1,513.50 $1,695.00 $1,831.00 $1,977.00
RESIDENT COUGAR $16.50 $16.50 $16.50 $16.50
NONRESIDENT COUGAR $16.50 $16.50 $16.50 $16.50
RESIDENT MOUNTAIN GOAT $142.00 $159.00 $172.00 $186.00
NONRESIDENT MOUNTAIN GOAT $1,513.50 $1,695.00 $1,831.00 $1,977.00
PHEASANT TAG $25.00 $28.00 $30.00 $32.00
YOUTH PHEASANT TAG $10.00 $11.00 $12.00 $13.00
RESIDENT UPLAND BIRD STAMP $10.00 $11.00 $12.00 $13.00
YOUTH UPLAND BIRD STAMP $4.00 $4.00 $4.00 $4.00
RESIDENT WATERFOWL STAMP $13.50 $15.00 $16.00 $17.00
YOUTH WATERFOWL STAMP $4.00 $4.00 $4.00 $4.00
NONRESIDENT BIRD-WATERFOWL STAMP $44.50 $50.00 $54.00 $58.00
UNIFORMED SERVICES (NR) BIRD-WATERFOWL STAMP $21.50 $24.00 $26.00 $28.00
CONTROLLED HUNT APPLICATION $8.00 $10.00 $11.00 $12.00
MANDATORY REPORTING PENALTY FEE $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $25.00

HUNTING LICENSES 

HUNTING TAGS/VALIDATIONS/FEES
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CONTROLLED 
HUNT 

APPLICATION

36



Chronic Wasting Disease 
Surveillance Sampling 
Increasing
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Staff Recommendation
Adopt the staff proposals in Amended Attachment 3 and 
amend OAR Chapter 635, Divisions 045, 060, 065, 066, 067, 
068, 069, 070, 071, 072, 073, and 075 as proposed by 
department staff, with continued authority to correct 
grammar, punctuation, and consistency.
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