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From: Cody Chase 
E-mail: chasecody973@gmail.com 
Sent on: Thursday, February 12, 2026 5:24 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Commissioners,  
My name is Cody Chase from Newport, Oregon. I am owner of a 42’ crab fishing boat the F/V Monde Uni 
and a seafood retail business Chelsea Rose Seafood in Newport. I started Chelsea seafood 22 years ago at 
the age of 18 years old with a few live crab starting in April and grew the business to what it is now from 
having crab through out the year as I bought from local small boats. Now we commercially crab on our 
vessel and sell crab through the season generally from when we open the season until august 14th when the 
season closes down. We are a small family operation that depends on crab fishing throughout the year.  
Personally being involved in the whale meetings and groups from the beginning of their formations I have 
tried to help with the adaptations we have made to this point and believe we have come along way staying 
ahead of times with the changes in our oceans and whales.  
Accepting this petition will affect our small business and all the crew members that work and depend on 
crab fishing along with our business that depends on having live crab throughout the season for people to 
buy. Losing our fishery will be devastating to us along with many boats and businesses up and down our 
coast.  
 
Thank you for your time, we all understand the giant situation we up against  
 
Cody chase 

 
From: FishHer Columbia Pacific CommUNITY Alliance 
E-mail: fishhercpca@gmail.com 
Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 9:17 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Commissioners,  
 
Attached is my public comment urging you to not support the petition to amend OAR 635.005. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Amy Sharp 
President 
FishHer: Columbia Pacific CommUNITY Alliance  
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From: Mike Saindon 
E-mail: manager@portofgaribaldi.org 
Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 9:28 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Commissioners, 
 
Please include the attached letter from the Port of Garibaldi in the official public record regarding the 
Oregon commercial Dungeness crab petition and the hearing scheduled for February 20, 2026. We urge 
you to take this letter, along with others received from Oregon ports and counties, into consideration as 
you deliberate on this matter. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Michael Saindon 
General Manager, Port of Garibaldi 
PO Box 10 
Garibaldi, OR. 97118 
Office: 503-322-3292 
Cel: 503-812-8979 
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From: skent@portofumpqua.net  
E-mail: skent@portofumpqua.net 

Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 10:02 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Hi  
 
Please find the attached letter from the Port of Umpqua regarding crab line proposed changes. 
 
 
Scott M. Kent, PE, PhD 
Port Manager 
1877 Winchester Avenue 
PO Box 338 
Reedsport, OR 97467 
(541) 271-2232 
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From: Orion Ashdown 
E-mail: paiute7@gmail.com 

Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 10:33 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Ms. Wahl. My name is Orion Ashdown I am a second generation crab fisherman out of Port Orford. 
As you live in langlois I was wondering if you would come to Port Orford and have a conversation with 
the fishers about the whale issues as we are going to be the most affected by this situation. Please let me 
know if you are interested?                     
Sincerely yours Orion 

 
From: Jordan Balsa 
E-mail: jordashe411@gmail.com 

Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 10:48 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
To Whom It May Concern at the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
 
I am writing as a concerned community member to express my support for our local fishermen, crabbers, 
and the coastal communities whose livelihoods and culture are deeply connected to these industries. I 
respectfully urge the Department to carefully consider the broader impacts before accepting or acting upon 
petitions that may restrict or limit our fishing community. 
 
Our fishermen are not only providers of food but also stewards of the ocean. They possess generations of 
knowledge and hands-on experience working within these ecosystems. Many of them actively support 
conservation efforts, follow regulations, and adapt their practices based on research, seasonal changes, and 
sustainability goals. Their livelihood depends on the health of our oceans, giving them a strong personal 
and economic incentive to protect marine life and resources. 
 
I understand and respect the importance of protecting whale populations and marine ecosystems. However, 
I believe it is equally important to consider available data, research, and collaboration with the fishing 
community when evaluating claims that fishing practices are causing harm through negligence. Decisions 
that significantly impact working families and coastal economies should involve balanced, fact-based 
review and meaningful engagement with those who work on the water daily. 
 
Commercial fishing and crabbing also play a critical role in providing food to communities across the 
United States. These industries support local economies, sustain multigenerational family businesses, and 
help ensure access to locally sourced, nutritious seafood. Policies that restrict these industries without clear 
and comprehensive evidence could have far-reaching consequences for food supply, employment, and the 
stability of coastal towns. 
 
I respectfully ask that the Department continue to work collaboratively with fishermen, scientists, and 
community members to pursue solutions that protect marine wildlife while preserving the livelihoods and 
traditions that sustain our coastal communities. 
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Thank you for your time, consideration, and continued dedication to responsible wildlife and resource 
management. 
 
Thank you for your time,  
Jordan and Kido Kravatas  
Brookings OR (Curry County) 
831-251-8188 
jordashe411@gmail.com 

 
From: Brent Winfield 
E-mail: brentwinfield123@yahoo.com> 
Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 1:47 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Brent Winfield 
Owner, Wnfld Fisheries, Inc. 
94116 Airport Ridge Ln. 
North Bend, OR 97459 
541-260-2762 
brentwinfield123@yahoo.com 
 
02-14-2026 
 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Commission, 
 
I am writing regarding the upcoming February 20 meeting and the petition submitted by several 
environmental organizations requesting additional restrictions on Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab 
season due to concerns about whale entanglements. 
 
As the owner of Wnfld Fisheries, Inc., and as someone who has worked in this industry for nearly 50 years, 
I respectfully urge the Commission to deny this petition. 
 
Over the past several years, the commercial fleet has already experienced significant reductions in both 
season length and allowable gear. These measures have come at substantial economic cost to fishermen, 
small businesses, and coastal communities that depend on the crab fishery. Additional closures or pot 
reductions would further threaten the viability of family operations like mine without clear evidence that 
such measures would meaningfully improve whale protection outcomes 
. 
For many of us, this fishery is not simply a business but a way of life that has supported our families for 
generations. The income from the Dungeness season sustains deckhands, processors, mechanics, fuel 
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docks, and small coastal towns throughout the winter months when few other opportunities exist. Each 
additional restriction has ripple effects far beyond the boats themselves. 
 
From decades on the water, I can say with confidence that whale populations off our coast are stronger 
than at any time in my career. Sightings are more frequent and more widespread than ever before. This 
suggests that current management practices and broader conservation efforts are working. Imposing further 
restrictions on our fleet does not reflect the reality we observe on the grounds each day. 
 
Importantly, from what we have consistently seen in the field, much of the entanglement risk appears to 
come from derelict or abandoned gear already in the water, not actively fished and well-maintained 
commercial gear. Lost pots and lines that remain unattended pose a far greater long-term hazard to whales 
and other marine life. Addressing this issue directly would have a more meaningful impact than reducing 
the number of pots or shortening seasons for active fishermen. 
 
Rather than imposing further restrictions, I encourage the Commission to expand practical solutions such 
as increasing support for the Oregon Crab Commission’s derelict gear retrieval program. Additional 
funding and incentives would allow larger vessels to participate effectively and safely in grappling for lost 
pots and removing abandoned gear. Expanding this effort would improve whale safety, reduce marine 
debris, and provide tangible environmental benefits without further harming the working fleet. 
 
There are also additional constructive measures worth considering. Encouraging or allowing more 
longlining of pots could reduce the total number of vertical lines in the water. Continued investment in 
gear innovation and reduced-risk technologies should be prioritized over broad closures. 
 
Further, more comprehensive scientific studies on whale populations and migration patterns would help 
ensure management decisions are based on accurate data. Improved identification methods, including 
tagging endangered whales, could provide clearer information about where and when real risks occur and 
allow for more targeted, real-time management rather than blanket restrictions. 
 
Fishermen themselves can be part of the solution. With proper coordination and training, crews can assist 
in safely removing gear from whales when entanglements are observed. Years ago, while working on 
another vessel, I personally helped free whales from gear while cooperating with Greenpeace. That 
experience reinforced my belief that fishermen and conservation groups share common goals and can work 
together effectively when practical solutions are supported. 
 
If environmental organizations believe additional reductions are necessary, a voluntary buy-back program 
would be a more balanced and proven approach. Similar programs have been successfully implemented in 
the past and could reduce overall effort and eliminate a significant number of vertical lines without forcing 
remaining family operations out of business. If groups are committed to reducing risk, investing their 
resources directly into buy-backs would provide measurable results. 
 
Our fleet has consistently demonstrated a willingness to work with regulators, scientists, and conservation 
partners. We have adopted gear modifications, complied with delayed openings, and participated in 
retrieval efforts whenever asked. These actions reflect our shared commitment to stewardship. Before 
layering on additional restrictions, it is important to recognize the substantial steps fishermen have already 
taken in good faith. 
 



  

If the Commission’s concern is the potential for continued pressure or litigation from advocacy groups, I 
would respectfully suggest that preemptively cutting our season and gear is not the appropriate solution. 
Decisions affecting entire industries and communities should rely on targeted, science-based solutions that 
address actual risk rather than precautionary measures that may not produce meaningful benefits. 
 
We all share the goal of protecting marine life. There are balanced, workable alternatives that should be 
prioritized before considering further reductions. These approaches protect whales while preserving the 
economic sustainability of Oregon’s crab fleet and the coastal communities that depend on it. 
 
I respectfully ask the Commission to carefully consider the cumulative impacts that additional restrictions 
would have on fishermen and to deny the petition at the February 20 meeting. Our fleet remains committed 
to responsible, sustainable fishing practices and to being active partners in conservation. 
 
Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to Oregon’s fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brent Winfield 
Owner 
Wnfld Fisheries, Inc. 

 
From: Dianna Delgado 
E-mail: ddelgado@portofastoria.com 

Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 3:30 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
On behalf of the Port of Astoria Board of Commissioners, we respectfully submit the attached letter 
regarding the Petition for Rulemaking for the Oregon Commercial Dungeness Crab Fishery Rules. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 
 
Best regards, 
Dianna Delgado 
Office Manager 
422 Gateway Ave, Suite 100 • Astoria, OR 
503-741-3300 • admin@portofastoria.com 
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From: Natasha Novikova 
E-mail: natasha@forseasolutions.com> 
Sent on: Friday, February 13, 2026 5:11 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Chair and Members of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
Please accept the attached letter as formal public comment from ForSea Solutions LLC regarding the 
proposed amendments to the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery rules. 
ForSea Solutions is a Portland-based fisheries sustainability advisory firm established in 2016. We 
specialize in Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) assessments, Fishery Improvement Projects (FIPs), and 
science-based fisheries management advisory services. Our team works internationally with certification 
bodies, fishery managers, seafood buyers, and fishing industry groups. In Oregon, we have supported the 
Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission for several years in relation to its Fishery Improvement Project and 
evaluation against the MSC Fisheries Standard. Our work focuses on technical analysis, documentation, 
risk review, and stakeholder engagement within internationally recognized sustainability frameworks. 
We are submitting this comment to provide a technical perspective informed by our experience working at 
the intersection of fisheries management, certification standards, and market expectations. We recognize 
the importance of minimizing entanglement risk and supporting effective conservation outcomes. Our 
attached letter outlines considerations that we hope will assist the Commission in its review process. 
I plan to attend the February 20, 2026 OFWC meeting and would be willing to speak during public 
comment if time and space allow. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Best, 
Natasha 
 
 

 

Natasha Novikova  
Founder and President 
Tel. +1 (971) 331-9612 
e. natasha@forseasolutions.com 
www.forseasolutions.com 
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From: Kim Creasy 
E-mail: creasy.kd@gmail.com 

Sent on: Saturday, February 14, 2026 10:06 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
My name is Doug Creasy. I crab a small boat by myself. I began in 1986. I cannot do pop up gear. 
 
Pop up gear has the potential of causing a real mess in the ocean that cannot be recovered. Is there too 
much gear in the ocean? Yes. Did Patti Burk of ODFW come up with the 142000 pots? Yes. I was in the 
room. 
 
We live by the rules of ODFW therefore we, the industry and ODFW, can correct ourselves. Not an 
outside agency. 
Pop up gear is too draconian 

 
From: Patrick Magann 
E-mail: diamondcutterfisheries@gmail.com 

Sent on: Saturday, February 14, 2026 12:59 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Hello Commision, 
 
I am a lifelong commercial fisherman with over 20 years of Dungeness crabbing under my knife belt. I 
have have worked my way up from the canneries in Astoria to some of the bigger and more productive crab 
boats that eventually enabled me to be able to buy my first house. Last year,after some considerable saving,  
I purchased a 42 steel crab boat, FV Pacific Breeze. I crewed  on  a friends boat this year and am in the 
middle of purchasing my first Oregon Dungeness crab permit, a 200 pot permit. A lifelong goal of mine 
nearly achieved and i did with a lot of hard work and perseverance. I have no family in the industry and 
this was not handed to me.  I’m just hoping this wasn’t all done in vain and that I will be able to use this 
permit in the near future or are the NGOs going to put us out of business before I have a chance to realize 
my dreams? 
 
Best Regards, 
Patrick Magann 

 
From: Karie Silva 
E-mail: jeanettemarrie.93@gmail.com 

Sent on: Saturday, February 14, 2026 4:46 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
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From: Bruce McHenry 
E-mail: fishkicker544@gmail.com 

Sent on: Sunday, February 14, 2026 7:55 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Hello good afternoon, My name is Bruce McHenry. Owner/ operator F/V Little J and Western Hunter. 2nd 
generation fisherman. I've been a Commercial fisherman since I was a child and my father before me left 
home at 16 to pursue a life in Commercial fishing. Crabbing has been the heart of our operation as long as 
I've known. Other fisheries being fillers to make it through to another crab season. My boat being a 
smaller vessel relies a large part on the late season fishery. The late season being pushed back to april 1 
puts us at risk stacking out in March when weather is worse. This not only puts us and our crews in 
jeopardy but will also lead to lost and abandoned gear due to the fact that worse weather and stronger 
currents make it harder for us to find our pots. The ropeless gear idea would be nothing short of a death 
sentence for us smaller vessels. My boat is 36' and is not capable of stacking pots while running gear. 
Something that is required to longline pots with popup gear. My boat is far from the smallest boat in the 
fleet. We have Oregon permit holders fishing from Dorys. Small skiffs.   
I of course detest the idea of this entire list of demands that have been placed on us with what I feel to be 
an absolute lack of proof and scientific data. Please Strongly consider rejecting these demands entirely and 
save hundreds of small coastal family businesses from unnecessary hardships. 
 
Thank you for your time 
Sincerely, Bruce McHenry F/V Little J Member OCCA.  

 
 

From: Alycia Jaconson 
E-mail: alycia_jacobson@hotmail.com> 
Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 7:16 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Attached is my letter in regard to the petition put forth for February 20th. Please read and consider.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Alycia Jacobson 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
My name is Alycia Jacobson. I have lived in the costal town of Brookings Oregon for 33 years. Our town 
is one that thrives and survives based off the timber and fishing industries. Without those industries and 
the jobs and revenue that they generate our town’s economy would collapse. Personally, as a business 
owner in Brookings, I know of numerous fisherman that are customers and help support the success of my 
business. If the purposed changes in the commercial Dungeness crab fishery rules go into place they could 
effectively cause many crab fisherman to go out of business. If they can’t continue to fish in our area, then 
they may be forced to relocate which would have a negative impact on the economy in our small town.  
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On a more personal level I know many families that would be affected if you accepted the petition to 
modify the commercial Dungeness crab fishery rules. The commercial Dungeness crab fishery is a part of 
my family’s income as my partner owns and operates a commercial Dungeness crab boat. All my brother 
in-laws also own or operate a commercial Dungeness crab boat. My business partners family is also 
supported by the industry as her partner is also a crab fisherman. The list goes on and on. We are a small 
community, and the commercial crab industry is a huge part of it. 
 
For the sake of our crab fisherman, small businesses, families, and community I urge you to deny this 
petition to modify the commercial Dungeness crab fishery rules.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Alycia Jacobson  

 
 

From: Season Long 
E-mail: fvlongshot@gmail.com 

Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 8:45 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Commission,  
 
My name is James Long, and I am writing to provide public comment regarding the December 11, 2025 
petition requesting substantial changes to Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab fishery regulations. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comments. 
Sincerely, 
James Long 
Owner, Longshot Inc. 
Home Port: Chinook, WA 
Oregon Dungeness Crab Permit Holder 
 
 

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 

Re: Submission Regarding December 11, 2025 Petition – For Review and Inclusion in the Public 
Record 

My name is James Long, and I am writing to provide public comment regarding the December 11, 2025 
petition requesting substantial changes to Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab fishery regulations. 

I am a third-generationn commercial fisherman and the owner of Longshot Inc. My home port 
is Chinook, Washington, and I hold an Oregon Dungeness crab permit with a 500-pot limit. 

mailto:fvlongshot@gmail.com


  

Commercial crabbing is not only my livelihood, but a multi-generational family business that supports my 
crew and contributes directly to the coastal economy. 

If the proposed restrictions outlined in this petition are approved, they would significantly impact my 
ability to operate. Prohibiting conventional pot gear after April 1 would eliminate a large portion of the 
traditional crab season, including months when prices are often strongest. This impact is especially severe 
in years when the season starts late, as has occurred in the past, with openings delayed from the traditional 
December 1 start to as late as February 1. In those years, an April 1 gear prohibition effectively removes 
much of the remaining opportunity to make a viable season. 

In addition, these proposed changes would occur mid-season, after fishermen have already made 
substantial financial commitments. When I purchased my crab pot tags in the fall, I did so with the clear 
understanding that I would be able to fish those pots through May 1, consistent with existing regulations. 
Reducing pot allowances, requiring additional or replacement tags, and eliminating fishing opportunities, 
for some, after April 1 fundamentally changes the rules after investments have already been made. These 
costs cannot be recovered and place an unfair financial burden on fishermen who planned and operated in 
good faith under the current regulatory framework. 

Further, the proposed pot reductions, depth restrictions, and mandatory transition to pop-up gear would 
sharply reduce fishing efficiency while dramatically increasing operational complexity and costs. These 
measures would make it far more difficult to safely and economically operate, particularly for small and 
mid-sized vessels. 

From a business standpoint, these changes would result in substantial economic losses. A shortened 
season alone would reduce my annual revenue by a significant margin. Mandatory conversion to pop-up 
gear would require a major capital investment that could easily reach tens of thousands of dollars, with no 
guarantee that the gear would be effective or workable in Oregon conditions. Combined with reduced 
catch opportunities, these costs would directly affect my ability to maintain my vessel, pay my crew, and 
continue operating at a viable level. 

Beyond my own operation, these restrictions would have broader consequences for ports, processors, and 
coastal communities throughout Oregon. Reduced landings mean less work for processors, fewer 
deliveries for suppliers, lower fuel and maintenance sales, and declining economic activity in port towns 
that rely on crab fishery as a primary economic driver. The cumulative effect would weaken supply chains 
and place additional strain on already vulnerable working waterfronts. 

Oregon’s Dungeness crab fishermen have demonstrated a strong commitment to conservation and have 
already implemented meaningful measures to reduce whale entanglement risk. I support reasonable, 
science-based solutions developed through established regulatory processes. However, the measures 
proposed in this petition go far beyond what is feasible and threaten the long-term viability of fishermen, 
families, and businesses who depend on this fishery. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Commission to deny this petition and continue addressing 
conservation concerns through existing management frameworks that balance marine mammal protection 
with the economic realities of Oregon’s Commercial Dungeness crab industry. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comments. 

Sincerely, 



  

James Long 

Owner, Longshot Inc. 
Home Port: Chinook, WA 
Oregon Dungeness Crab Permit Holder 

 
From: Jim Long 
E-mail: jlong.crcfa@gmail.com 

Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 9:03 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Chair and Members of the Commission, 
 
Please find attached the Columbia River Crab Fishermen’s Association’s public comment regarding the 
December 11, 2025 petition affecting Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab fishery. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
James Long 
Board Member / CRCFA Representative 
 
 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
Re: Public Comment Regarding December 11, 2025 Petition – Oregon Commercial Dungeness Crab 
Fishery 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Commission, 
 
The Columbia River Crab Fishermen’s Association (CRCFA) respectfully submits this public comment 
regarding the December 11, 2025 petition requesting substantial changes to Oregon’s commercial 
Dungeness crab fishery regulations. 
 
CRCFA represents commercial Dungeness crab fishermen operating throughout the Pacific Northwest. Our 
members rely on a stable, predictable regulatory framework to safely operate their vessels, employ crews, 
and sustain coastal economies in Oregon and neighboring states. The measures proposed in this petition 
would significantly disrupt fishing operations and pose a serious threat to the economic viability of the 
commercial Dungeness crab fleet. 
 
Prohibiting conventional pot gear after April 1 would remove a critical portion of the fishing season and is 
inconsistent with the historical reality of Oregon’s crab fishery. Season delays due to crab quality issues, 
domoic acid events, whale entanglement concerns, and market conditions are not anomalies—they are 
recurring features of the fishery. Since the mid-2000s, numerous seasons have opened well after the 
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traditional December 1 start date, with several not opening fully until January or February. In these years, 
April and May function as essential recovery months that allow fishermen to offset lost fishing opportunity 
earlier in the season. 
 
Statewide landing data demonstrates that April–May ex-vessel value consistently represents a substantial 
share of annual revenue, amounting to millions of dollars even in seasons with delayed openings. An April 
1 prohibition on conventional gear would therefore eliminate a disproportionate share of the fleet’s earning 
potential, particularly in years already constrained by regulatory or environmental delays beyond 
fishermen’s control. (Source: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife commercial Dungeness crab season 
history and landings data, 2004–2025.) 
 
CRCFA is particularly concerned that these changes would be imposed mid-season, after fishermen have 
already made substantial, irreversible financial commitments. Pot tags are purchased, gear is built and 
deployed, crews are hired, and operational decisions are made based on existing regulations that currently 
allow fishing through May 1. Reducing pot allowances, requiring additional or replacement tags, and 
eliminating fishing opportunity after April 1 fundamentally alters the regulatory framework after 
investments have been made in good faith. These sunk costs cannot be recovered and create an inequitable 
financial burden on permit holders. 
 
The proposed pot reductions, depth restrictions, and mandatory transition to pop-up gear would further 
compound these impacts. Collectively, these measures would sharply reduce fishing efficiency while 
significantly increasing operational complexity, safety risk, and cost. Mandatory conversion to pop-up gear 
represents a major capital investment—potentially tens of thousands of dollars per vessel—without 
demonstrated effectiveness or reliability under Oregon fishing conditions, particularly for small and mid-
sized vessels. 
 
The economic consequences of these measures would extend well beyond individual fishing operations. 
Reduced April and May landings would directly affect processors, fuel docks, gear suppliers, vessel repair 
facilities, and port communities that depend on the Dungeness crab fishery as a primary economic driver. 
The cumulative impact would weaken supply chains, reduce employment, and place additional strain on 
already vulnerable working waterfronts throughout Oregon. 
 
CRCFA recognizes the importance of marine mammal protection and supports reasonable, science-based 
solutions developed through established regulatory processes. Oregon’s Dungeness crab fishermen have 
already demonstrated a strong commitment to conservation and have implemented meaningful measures to 
reduce whale entanglement risk. However, the measures proposed in this petition are disproportionate, 
infeasible at scale, and fail to account for both the documented variability of the crab season and the 
economic importance of late-season fishing opportunity. 
 
For these reasons, CRCFA respectfully urges the Commission to deny this petition and to continue 
addressing conservation concerns through existing management frameworks that balance marine mammal 
protection with the operational and economic realities of Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab industry. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comments. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
James Long 
Board Member / CRCFA Representative 



  

From: Port Orford Fisherman 
E-mail: portorfordseafood@gmail.com> 
Sent on: Tuesday, February 15, 2026 10:02 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Members of the ODFW Commission,  
 
Please accept this letter from the Port Orford Seafood Market Fishermen's Cooperative regarding the 
petition to revise the commercial Dungeness crab fishery rules. We appreciate this opportunity to comment. 
Yours, 
 
Phillip Russum – F/V Crystal Sea 
Aaron McKenzie - F/V Lynoma 
Nick Bordelon – F/V Lacie Belle 
Tom Butterbaugh – F/V Good News 
Calvin Prinkey – F/V New Mohay 
Wilson Thompson – F/V Fantasy 
James Jennings – F/V My Girl 
Tom Calvanese, Member/Organizer 
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From: Zan Bode 
E-mail: zanbode@gmail.com 

Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 10:06 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
 
I am writing as a fisherman whose livelihood and whose family’s future depends on Oregon’s fishing 
industry. The new whale entanglement measures being considered would place enormous pressure on our 
industry, yet they are being advanced without the level of science needed to justify such changes. 
 
At the same time,whale populations along the West Coast are increasing. Current estimates say that there 
is an annual growth rate of approximately 8.2 percent. However, while overall numbers are rising, NOAA 
notes that DPS-specific abundance remains uncertain, and some DPSs may be at or near their Potential 
Biological Removal thresholds. This uncertainty is exactly why Oregon should not be regulating based on 
incomplete or inconclusive science.  
 
The economic impact of these proposed measures is profound. Oregon’s Dungeness crab fishery is the 
backbone of many coastal towns. When regulations restrict our ability to fish, the effects ripple far beyond 
the boats themselves. Fishing families face reduced income, unpredictable seasons, and the real possibility 
of being forced out of an industry that has sustained generations.  
 
Coastal communities feel it immediately. Local businesses—fuel docks, gear shops, processors, ice plants, 
restaurants—depend on a stable and workable crab season. When fishermen cannot fish, these businesses 
struggle, jobs disappear, and the economic foundation of entire towns begins to erode.  
 
The impact reaches inland as well. People across Oregon, the United States, and overseas look forward to 
fresh Dungeness crab every winter. Families gather around it during the holidays. Restaurants rely on it. 
Visitors come to the coast expecting it. Every unnecessary restriction drives up prices, reduces 
availability, and weakens the connection between Oregonians and one of the state’s most iconic, 
sustainable fisheries. 
 
Fishermen have always been stewards of the ocean. We depend on healthy oceans, just as we depend on 
healthy fisheries. But we cannot protect either if regulations are built on assumptions instead of solid 
science. Implementing broad restrictions without first filling the research gaps risks harming the very 
communities that have sustained Oregon’s coastal identity for generations.  
 
I urge the Commission to prioritize investment in research before imposing additional measures. Oregon 
needs clear, defensible science on whale migration, DPS-level abundance, and stock thresholds before 
extreme measures can be taken.  
 
My livelihood and family depends on Commercial Crabbing. My deckhands livelihood and family relies 
on Commercial Crabbing. With the economic impact these regulations bring to our fleet, who’s going to 
pay the bill to continue our way of life? Are we expected to spend thousands of dollars to convert to 
regulations that are not based on current science? What happens if this gets passed, and my permit drops 
value over 70% overnight like California? How am I supposed to continue paying my $100,000 loan I 
took to purchase my permit when it looses most of its value, and the season for traditional gear is a sad 
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reminder of what it once was? How am I supposed to purchase the new gear, and implement them on a 24’ 
boat that can’t hold the weight of a larger vessel?  
 
Thank you for considering the real-world economic impacts these decisions have on the fishermen who 
make their living on the water. Our financial futures depend on clear, science based decisions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Alexander Bode 
F/V Seek and Destroy 

 
 

From: Jill Edwards 
E-mail: jill.edwards.61@gmail.com 

Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 12:47 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Directors office staff,   
Please add this comment letter from Shrimp Producers Marketing Cooperative (SPMC) to the public 
comment section. 
 
Kind regards, 
Nick Edwards  
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From: Laurie Bond 
E-mail: bond7197@comcast.net 

Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 2:36 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear ODFW, 
Our names are Dave and Laurie Bond and we are lifelong Oregon residents and retired public teachers 
here.  We are concerned about the December 2025 Petition seeking amendments to OAR Chapter 635, 
Division 5 governing the Oregon Commercial Dungeness crab fishery. This petition should be denied. 
One of our sons-in-law is a commercial fisherman and we know how much he and other fishermen care 
about whale conservation and coastal communities who rely on a stable crab season. This petition 
proposes rigid mandates that are not necessary when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction 
efforts.  Even NOAA has concluded that our whale population is stable and growing. 
Allowing this petition to pass will greatly harm the fishing industry and all of the people it employs in 
our state as well as the communities in which those fishermen live.  The Oregon crab industry supports 
the coastal communities and deserves our support to keep doing so. 
We respectfully ask the Commission to deny this petition and allow Oregon’s science-based processes 
move forward. 
Thank you, 
Dave and Laurie Bond 
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From: Christina Hannahs 
E-mail: Christina@seawaterseafoodco.net 
Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 7:48 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
To the ODFW Commissioners, 
 
My name is Christina Hannahs, and I work on the working waterfront supporting fishing vessels by 
handling offloading paperwork, quality control, and administrative duties. I have worked alongside some 
of the hardest-working people I know. I see firsthand what it takes to keep a working waterfront and 
fishing fleet operating — the long hours, the precision, the safety standards, and the pride people take in 
doing this work right. 
 
My livelihood and the survival of our coastal communities are directly tied to the decisions being 
considered under this petition. 
 
This proposal does not only affect fishermen. It affects the entire working waterfront. Dungeness crab is 
the backbone of many Oregon ports. When crab access is restricted, the impact spreads immediately to 
processors, gear suppliers, offloading facilities, small businesses, banks, tourism, and the families who 
depend on this economy. This industry is not a side activity — it is the economic engine that sustains 
entire coastal towns. 
 
The financial burden of the proposed changes would fall directly on fishermen and buyers in an industry 
that already operates under narrow margins and high risk. Regulatory instability discourages lending and 
investment. When access becomes uncertain, opportunity disappears, and future generations are pushed 
out of the trade entirely. 
 
We are also deeply concerned about the scientific foundation used to justify this petition. Much of the 
referenced stock and distribution information relies on outdated information. Considering the effects 
economically to our small community, I believe this data should be rooted in current, peer-reviewed 
science rather than presumption.  
 
We want to be clear: fishermen are not opponents of conservation. Our livelihoods depend on healthy 
ecosystems. We want a functional partnership with ODFW and a process built on collaboration. Outside 
pressure should not replace stakeholder engagement with the people who live and work on this ocean 
every day.  
 
One of the most discussed mitigation technologies to reduce whale entanglements is ropeless or “pop-up” 
gear. On paper it is described as innovation. On the dock it looks like a bill most working fishermen 
simply cannot absorb. 
 
Research and pilot programs estimate that converting a vessel to ropeless gear can cost around $70,000 
per boat under current production conditions, with costs increasing based on vessel size and number of 
gear strings. For real working boats in Oregon: 
 
• A 300-pot vessel could reasonably face $50,000–$80,000+ in upfront costs 
• A 500-pot commercial vessel could face $80,000–$120,000+ or more 
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These figures do not include lost fishing efficiency, maintenance, software subscriptions, battery 
replacement, training, downtime, or the operational risks of new technology in rough ocean conditions. 
This is not a minor upgrade. It is an industry-level capital shock that would fall directly on fishermen and 
buyers. We would have to absorb the cost personally. 
 
Under the Administrative Procedures Act, economic impact must be weighed alongside biological 
concerns. A regulation that collapses working waterfronts without definitive scientific necessity is not 
conservation — it is displacement. A shortened or unstable crab season threatens businesses, ports, and 
families who have built their lives around this industry. 
 
And for coastal families, these numbers are not abstract. 
That is college money. 
That is a mortgage. 
That is retirement savings. 
That is whether a multi-generation family business survives. 
 
These costs do not land on large corporations. They land on independent fishermen, deckhands, 
offloading sites, processors, and the small coastal towns where the crab season determines whether 
businesses stay open and whether young people see a future in the industry.  
 
We are not asking to ignore whale protection. We are asking for science-driven policy, collaborative 
management, and realistic timelines that protect both marine life and coastal communities. Fishermen 
want whales protected — but we also want our communities protected. These goals are not enemies 
unless policy forces them to be. 
 
The path forward is cooperation: updated science, meaningful stakeholder partnership, and adaptive 
management that protects whales without erasing working families. We are ready to work. Buyers are 
ready to work. Ports, tribes, and communities are ready to work. 
 
For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Commission to deny this petition and commit instead to a 
collaborative, evidence-based process that protects both marine life and the working waterfronts that 
sustain Oregon’s coast. 
 
We are here. 
We are willing to work. 
And we want to be part of the solution — not casualties of it. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christina Hannahs 
Quality Control  
Seawater Seafood Co.  

  



  

From: Deborah Shortman 
E-mail: debra.shortman@gmail.com 
Sent on: Sunday, February 15, 2026 9:00 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
My name is Debra Shortman, and our family owns a commercial fishing boat.  This is our first year 
participating in the commercial Dungeness crab fishing industry.  My husband is self employed and we 
recently sold our home and used our entire finances to get into this more stable fishery, as we have trolled 
for tuna and salmon previously.  We love being outside and working hard as a family, and this is a 
lifestyle we can share with our two children on our boat. We enjoy providing quality food products to our 
communities and around the world. We sincerely care about God’s creation and are interested in helping 
animals and the environment like those signing the petition.  
 
The truth of the matter is, other whale populations have been increasing without changes to this crab 
fishery already as well as periods of improvements in this specific whale population numbers. When you 
look at the scientific research articles, they note global climate change affecting whale food sources as the 
reason for this decline. NOAA itself concludes on its website, “This malnutrition led to increased 
mortality during the whales’ annual northward migration (from Mexico to Alaska) and decreased 
production of calves. This resulted in an overall decline in population abundance.”  If crabbing was the 
main cause of their decline, their numbers should be continually dropping since 1889 when crabbing first 
started in Oregon. There should not be years of increase in whale populations.  
 
Crabbing is one of the most naturally sustainable fisheries, now lasting over 175 years due to limitations 
in season, sex and size requirements.  These new gear and pot reductions will hurt small family run 
businesses like ours, which will trickle over to affect our small coastal communities as well as decrease 
seafood availability.  This would extend beyond just reduction in crab availability, as the crabbing 
industry fuels many other fisheries.  
 
 Here are a couple questions I have:  

o Who will fund the changes in gear for the crab fishing families? Our family does not have 
$250,000 to pay for all new gear as we just purchased new gear this year. This will be very 
wasteful with current gear and impossible for us to afford by 2028. The state and/or the petitioning 
agency should have to pay for these unreasonable requests as our family has already been forced to 
spend extra money on special rope. This is an unfair burden to place on fishing families.  
o How do we really know these few whales seen with rope on them are even dying because 
of entanglement? How can we prove that they were not sick/injured/malnourished already or even 
dead prior to becoming entangled?  
o With overall increased whale populations wouldn’t there naturally be some slight increase 
in rope-involved events?  

We would also like to get to the bottom of why this specific species of whale is declining, but I, along 
with NOAA, feel the larger concern is food supply and climate change for the migrating whale, not the 
commercial crab industry.  If these new restrictions and requirements are implemented, I am afraid you 
will be putting an end to many small family run businesses like ours, as well as hurting the coastal 
communities that rely on their income, tax dollars, and products.  
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Thank you for your time, 
Debra Shortman 

 
From: Melissa Moon-Suit 
E-mail: melissamoonsuit@gmail.com> 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 8:08 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
I am oppossed to the revision of dungeness crab fishery rules. 

 
From: Jess 
E-mail: finallyforever333@gmail.com 

Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 8:42 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
I am writting this email to support all my local cabbing friends and fisherman whom these new rules 
affect. I do NOT support the new rules. Oregon runs on commercial fishing and you cannot take that 
away.   
Jessica H.  

 
From: Araina Adams 
E-mail: suger248_@hotmail.com 

Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 8:52 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Members of the  Commission, 
 
My name is Devin Christensen, and I am writing to you as a working crew member in Oregon’s 
commercial crab fishery. I respectfully ask that you deny the petition currently before you. 
 
For those of us who work as crew, this fishery is not a side job or a seasonal convenience—it is how we 
support our families, pay our bills, and build our lives here on the Oregon coast. Any reduction in 
opportunity, access, or fishing time directly affects our ability to earn a living. When restrictions are 
placed on te fishery, it is often the crew who feel the impact first and the hardest. Lost days on the water 
mean lost income, and for many of us, there is no backup plan. 
 
We rely on this fishery being managed with balance and fairness. Over the years, we have trusted ODFW 
to use sound science, real data, and firsthand knowledge of Oregon’s fisheries when making decisions. 
That trust matters to us. It allows us to keep showing up, working hard, and believing that our livelihoods 
are being considered alongside conservation goals. 
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We are hopeful that once again, ODFW will make the right decision by denying this petition. The current 
management measures have already required sacrifices from fishermen and crew alike, and we have 
stepped up to meet those challenges. Further restrictions based on speculation or outside pressure—not on 
Oregon-specific data—would place an unnecessary burden on working people who depend on this fishery 
to survive. 
 
I respectfully ask you to consider the crew members, deckhands, and families whose lives are directly tied 
to this industry. Denying this petition would help protect our jobs, our communities, and the future of 
Oregon’s commercial fishing workforce. 
 
Thank you for your time, your service, and for considering the voices of those of us who work on the 
water every day. 
 
Respectfully, 
Devin Christensen Commercial Fishing Crew 
Fv Sea Spirit 

 
From: Maddie Schuttpelz 
E-mail: maddieschuttpelz@hotmail.com 

Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 8:58 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Commissioners of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
I am asking you to strongly DENY the petition requesting additional crabbing regulations based on 
concerns related to whale entanglements. 
 
How can you even consider accepting this petition with the lack of scientific evidence? Where is the 
information that shows the entanglements are causing a population decline? Current data does not appear 
to support the conclusion that the crabbing industry is affecting whale populations. 
 
NOAA in its last population assessment claims an 8.2 population growth rate. Which seems to me that the 
whale populations are growing and that the crabbing industry is not affecting them. 
 
The industry has already been forced to take steps, gear reduction, line marking gear, and additional 
springs tags. Those measures have imposed significant costs to our crabbing industry, with no biological 
benefit. Some of the proposed changes would significantly increase operating costs and loses as well as 
create serious safety concerns for vessel operators and crew. 
 
The commercial crabbing industry supports thousands of jobs which contribute to all of the Oregon Coast 
Communities. It generates substantial local and state revenue. The proposed changes will place these 
communities at unnecessary risk with the lack of biological evidence. 
 
I am also very concerned that this petition is being pushed by advocacy pressure rather than by biological 
information.  
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I urge ODFW to reject this petition. Please ensure that any new measures are science-based and 
biologically justified.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Sincerely, 
Fisherman's Wife of 20 years 
F/V And Then Some 

 
From: Chad Schuttpelz 
E-mail: cschuttpelz@gmail.com> 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 9:04 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Commissioners of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
 
I am asking that you strongly oppose the petition requesting additional crabbing regulations based on 
concerns related to whale entanglements. 
 
I am a 2nd generation fisherman. My father started crabbing in 1979. I was born in 1980 and the crab 
fishery has been the backbone of my life. 
 
There is not enough scientific data on the population problem as the growth is rising 8.2 annually. 
 
We have already been forced to reduce, purchase spring tags and line mark our gear. Those changes alone 
have already added significant costs to our crabbing industry. 
 
The last entanglement was in derelict gear with no spring tag. I feel ODFW should have a better derelict 
program. Why is there not a boat that goes up and down the coast that runs a grid looking for lost pots that 
leaves a track line to show that all areas have been searched. 
 
For as more gear changes like pop up gear the price alone will kill commercial fishing businesses.  
 
Long lining pots don't work for all vessels. I have been longlining for halibut and black cod for over 20 
years. I don't see how with the weight of the pot it is going to work for all vessels it will be a hazard to the 
crew and the boat.  
 
Why is ODFW not expediting an incidental take permit for Oregon crab? The trawl fishery in Alaska can 
take up to 16 Orcas. They are proposing a shutdown with a single whale entanglement for Oregon? 
 
Please stand up for the crab fishermen of Oregon and let them know that we are not making any changes 
until there is more data on the number of whales. 
 
Chad Schuttpelz 
F/V Grizzly 
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From: mike retherford 
E-mail: 880mike@gmail.com 

Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 9:55 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
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From: Rick Osborn 
E-mail: rick@blueridgestrategies.net 

Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 10:12 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Hello,  
Please accept my written testimony in opposition to proposed regulatory changes to the Oregon 
Dungeness Crab Fishery. Let me know if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 
 
Rick Osborn 
Blue Ridge Strategies 
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From: Jeremy Coon 
E-mail: tillamookbayseafoods@outlook.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 11:04 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Commissioners. 
 
I’m writing this email in response to a petition that was filed by the Center for Biological Diversity, 
Oceana (CBDO) on December 11, 2025. 
 
I am a fisherman and fish buyer from the port of Garibaldi. My family has been in the commercial fishing 
industry since my grate grandfather started dory fishing in pacific city,  Oregon almost a century ago. 
 
I have many concerns with this potition filed by CBDO. 
 
I believe the petition is bad for our commercial crab industry. 
I believe before any of the potion is even considered there should be: 
 
Unbiased and up to date science. 
I believe there needs to be clear and up to date science on whale populations and travel routs. 
I believe the most recent population study was done in 2018. There needs to be a scientific way to prove if 
the whale is actually from the endangered group or not vs just assuming it is. 
 
I believe there needs to be an economic impact study on a fishing fleet forced to purchase new types of 
fishing gear, fishing communities, and impact on the crab buyers and their wholesale markets that will 
receive less crab to market. Some permit holders I personally know are not in in a financial position to 
redo all their commercial crab gear when just making boat payments and keeping up on current gear is 
financially hard enough. Forcing everyone to buy this new gear by 2028 will definitely put many 
fisherman  out of business and that’s a fact. 
 
There is a Lack of information on testing pop up gear in Oregon waters and depths we fish at. 
 
Setting a hard deadline of 2028 for a gear type transition that is untested in Oregon waters or on a 
diversified fleet of vessels is setting a precedent for our state and does not account for the time needed for 
the fleet to financially and technically test or adapt to ropeless systems. 
 
I believe These groups like CBDO will not stop with this even if they get everything on their wish list. 
They will not stop untill they regulate our fisheries out of existence and we are all vegan. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this  email 
 
Jeremy Coon  
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From: Heath Hampel 
E-mail: heath@chucksseafood.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 11:28 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Thank you. 
 
Heath Hampel 
Chuck Seafood  
541-888-5525 
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From: info@oregonchardonnaycelebration.org 
E-mail: info@oregonchardonnaycelebration.org> 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 11:35 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Hello, 

Attached please find a letter in support of the Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission's request to deny 
approval of the proposed petition to revise commercial Dungeness crab fishery rules. 

Thank you, 

Anne Nisbet 
Event Director 
Oregon Chardonnay Celebration 
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From: info@oregonchardonnaycelebration.org 
E-mail: info@oregonchardonnaycelebration.org> 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 1:07 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
To the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the petition to amend Oregon Administrative Rules Chapter 
635, Division 5, related to the commercial Dungeness crab fishery. On behalf of the Port of Port Orford, 
we appreciate the Commission’s efforts to protect marine mammals and support science-based approaches 
to reducing entanglement risk, while also maintaining a safe and viable commercial fishery. 

Port Orford is home to a small-vessel, nearshore fishing fleet that operates under very specific physical and 
economic constraints. Because of vessel size, weather exposure, and port infrastructure, our fleet fishes 
close to shore. As a result, changes to gear requirements, fishing areas, or season structure have immediate 
impacts on fisherman safety, port operations, and the economic stability of our community. With that 
context, the Port offers the following comments and concerns. 

Late-season gear reductions and depth restrictions 

The proposed expansion of late-season gear reductions, depth restrictions, and eventual prohibitions on 
conventional gear would have disproportionate impacts on small-vessel ports like Port Orford. Limiting 
allowable gear while also restricting fishing to shallower depths compresses effort into smaller areas. This 
increases congestion, navigational risk, and conflicts between vessels, particularly during challenging late-
season weather conditions. 

Economic impacts on small ports and fishing communities 

The Dungeness crab fishery is the economic backbone of Port Orford. NOAA’s California Ecosystem 
Status Report identifies Port Orford as a community with both exceptionally high per-capita participation 
in commercial fishing and high social vulnerability. This means that even modest reductions in fishing 
opportunity can have outsized impacts on local livelihoods and overall community resilience. 

Gear reductions, shortened effective seasons, or emergency closures triggered by single entanglement 
events could create cascading economic effects for fishermen, processors, support businesses, and the Port 
itself. While the proposed emergency closure provisions are intended to reduce risk, they raise concerns 
related to economic harm, due process, and the uncertainty involved in attributing entanglements. 

Emergency closure triggers and attribution 

The Port is particularly concerned about automatic or near-automatic closures based on a limited number 
of confirmed or suspected entanglements. Without clear causal evidence, these thresholds risk penalizing 
Oregon’s fleet unfairly. We encourage the Commission to ensure that any emergency action framework 
includes strong standards for verification, considers cumulative risk factors, and provides meaningful 
consultation with affected stakeholders. 

Pop-up gear authorization and feasibility 
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The Port supports continued research into alternative gear and voluntary adoption where it has been shown 
to work effectively. However, mandating new gear without sufficient field testing, enforcement capacity, 
cost analysis, and training raises serious concerns. For small operators, reliability, maintenance, cost, and 
gear recovery are critical considerations. A phased, incentive-based approach would be more appropriate 
than accelerated mandates. 

Collaborative and adaptive management 

The Port of Port Orford strongly supports collaborative solutions developed through engagement with 
fishermen, ports, scientists, managers, and conservation organizations. Adaptive management approaches 
that rely on real-time data, voluntary measures, targeted risk reduction, and regional flexibility are more 
likely to achieve conservation goals without undermining the long-term viability of Oregon’s working 
waterfronts. 

Port Orford has a long history of responsible environmental stewardship, including locally driven efforts 
such as the creation of the Redfish Rocks Marine Reserve and ongoing collaboration to support the long-
term health of Oregon’s crab fishery. 

We respectfully ask the Commission to carefully consider the safety, economic, and community impacts of 
the proposed rule changes, particularly for small ports. We welcome continued collaboration to develop 
balanced, evidence-based solutions that protect whales while sustaining Oregon’s historic Dungeness crab 
fishery and the coastal communities that depend on it. Please see attached for a copy of this testimony for 
the commission's review. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine Scobby 

--  

Catherine Scobby 

Port Administrator 

541-332-7121 

c.scobby@portofportorford.org 

https://portofportorford.org/  
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From: McKenzie Schuttpelz 
E-mail: mckenzieschuttpelz@gmail.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 2:00 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
 Dear, Commissioners of ODFW 
 
I am a daughter of a crab fisherman. I am 13 and a future third generation fisherman. My grandfather 
started his business as a commercial fisherman in 1979, then my dad started working for him in 1995 then 
became the captain in 2008. For me growing up this is my life. I have been around all of the commercial 
fishing businesses my whole life. I am hearing that ODFW is trying to put more restrictions towards 
commercial crabbing. These changes are going to be devastating to everybody's livelihoods, and how they 
make a living. I want to follow in my family's footsteps and continue the family business when I am old 
enough. These restrictions are going to make it harder for fishermen to keep their businesses going. I 
know there are more people in Oregon like me that are objecting to the petition. Please oppose this 
petition until there is more scientific evidence that shows that the commercial crabbing industry is actually 
declining the whale population. 
  
 
Thank you for taking time to read my letter, 
Daughter of a Crab Fishermen 

 
From: Christian Hooper 
E-mail: hfaloha42@gmail.com> 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 2:00 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
I hope you will take a moment to read my letter.  
 
Respectfully, 
Christian Hooper 
 

To whom it may concern, my name is Christian Hooper. I am a second generation fisherman just 
now starting my career as a captain for my family’s boat, the Aloha. After graduating from George Fox 
University in 2019 and finishing my third year fighting wildland fire, I began what at the time I thought 
was a side job in my off season fishing crab with my father. By the end of that season, I realized that 
working on the ocean is where I wanted to make my future. Over the last seven years, I have fallen deeper 
and deeper in love and proud with my job and the benefit it provides my community. At the same time 
during those past seven years, I have unfortunately seen the damage done to the other fleet due to 
regulations similar if not exactly the same as what is being proposed to you now. These changes have the 
ability to completely destroy an industry that countless families and communities rely on. These regulations 
also create a barrier to entry to untold numbers of the younger generation, both by drowning them in 
unnecessary regulations and by creating an cost of entry too steep for most average people. 

mailto:mckenzieschuttpelz@gmail.com
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Before going into explaining how these new rules are not needed, let me start off by saying that no 
one who works in this industry believes that regulations are not needed. Most of the current regulations 
keep the fishery and ecosystem viable and healthy. The issue here is rather that these proposed regulations 
are not tackling a real issue here in Oregon. Rather, the issues that this petition tries to address are issues 
that are already being worked on with the cooperation between fishermen and ODFW. The idea of a pot 
reduction in Spring crab fishing is redundant. The current state of crab fishing has hundreds of boats of all 
sizes, fishing hard for the initial first month or two. After that time most boats will start taking their gear 
out of the water in order to prepare for other fisheries. By the time April comes around, a majority of crab 
pots have already been taken out of the water, so forcing the few remaining boats to cut out even more pots 
is overkill. It serves only to drive small boats, the majority of spring crab fishermen, to be unable to 
continue fishing. The ideas put out by this petition also make it seem as if the hard working efforts between 
fishermen and ODFW have been a waste of time. There is no better subject matter expert on an issue than 
the person whose entire livelihood is dependent on that issue. The crabbers, local community, and even the 
individual ODFW staff who work in our communities are far more involved and appropriate stewards in 
this issue. These groups that sent you this petition have very little at stake here. They live and work 
hundreds to thousands of miles away from us and wish to dictate our communities as if their lives depend 
on the outcome. To accept this petition would ultimately put unnecessary strain on a good working 
relationship between ODFW and local coastal communities. 

In addition, accepting the petition also creates a barrier to entry that harms future generations. The 
cost to get into the fishing business currently is enormous. Crab traps range from $100-$300 per trap 
depending on if you are buying new or used. After that, you need to buy ropes, buoys, bait jars, bait bags, 
cotton, door hooks, and rubber straps. That’ll increase the cost to about $250-$600 per trap. All this and 
that's going under the assumption that you already have a boat and permit. If you don’t, you can add in an 
extra $25,000 minimum for a small boat that will definitely have issues. Add on an additional $50,000 
more for the smallest permit available, using only 200 traps. Once you add it all up, a potential new 
fisherman is looking at spending a minimum of $125,000 for a small boat with issues, a small permit and 
200 old used crab traps. This is all before you add in the cost of fuel, bait, insurance, slip rent, deck 
equipment, and crew guys. Now after speaking with other fishermen who have tried the novel pop up gear, 
the additional gear cost is roughly $12,000 to $20,000 more per 100 pots, bringing the hypothetical 
fisherman’s cost of entry in the previous example to $149,000 to $157,000. This is the daunting entry price 
for my generation to try to get into the business. A price that most will be unable to reach and make a 
living. Once you start taking out crab pots and restricting where one can go to fish, the position is 
untenable. 

In the beginning of this letter, I said the truth that all fishermen agree. Some regulation is good for 
the industry. It’s important to keep in mind that the regulations being put in place are based on science not 
knee-jerk reactions. Additionally, it must take into account the people whose lives it will change. Once 
input and ideas are being dictated by outside actors with no stake in the industry, nothing good will come 
of it. To ignore the locals for those who have little interest or investment, will destroy our coastal 
communities forever. Please deny this petition 

  



  

From: Laurie Schuttpelz 
E-mail: laurieschuttpelz@gmail.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 4:05 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
 Dear, Commissioners of ODFW 
 
I am a daughter of a crab fisherman. I am 13 and a future third generation fisherman. My grandfather 
started his business as a commercial fisherman in 1979, then my dad started working for him in 1995 then 
became the captain in 2008. For me growing up this is my life. I have been around all of the commercial 
fishing businesses my whole life. I am hearing that ODFW is trying to put more restrictions towards 
commercial crabbing. These changes are going to be devastating to everybody's livelihoods, and how they 
make a living. I want to follow in my family's footsteps and continue the family business when I am old 
enough. These restrictions are going to make it harder for fishermen to keep their businesses going. I know 
there are more people in Oregon like me that are objecting to the petition. Please oppose this petition until 
there is more scientific evidence that shows that the commercial crabbing industry is actually declining the 
whale population. 
  
 
Thank you for taking time to read my letter, 
Daughter of a Crab Fishermen 
 

mailto:laurieschuttpelz@gmail.com


  

  
  



  

From: Eric Brickenstein 
E-mail: Eric@northcurrentlegal.com> 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 4:56 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Honorable Commissioners: 
 
Attached please find Oregon Coast Crab Association's comment in opposition to the petition for rulemaking 
regarding Oregon's Dungeness crab fishery rules that is before the Commission for consideration on February 
20. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eric J. Brickenstein 
Attorney for Oregon Coast Crab Association 
  
 ERIC BRICKENSTEIN  |  PARTNER   
 (503) 489-9020 | www.northcurrentlegal.com 

  
  
*****CONFIDENTIALITY  NOTICE***** 
This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from disclosure under 
applicable law. If you are not the addressee or it appears from the context or otherwise that you have received 
this e-mail in error, please advise me immediately by reply e-mail, keep the contents confidential, and 
immediately delete the message and any attachments from your system.  Thank you. 
********************************** 
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From: F. T. Chan 
E-mail: chanistan8@gmail.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 4:49 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
 Please find attached my public comments.  
 
Thank you, 
 
-Francis Chan 
 

  

mailto:chanistan8@gmail.com


  

From: Mary Faith Bell 
E-mail: MaryFaith.Bell@tillamookcounty.gov 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 4:49 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
 Thank you, 
 

 

Mary Faith Bell   
TILLAMOOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER, VICE CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OFFICE 
201 Laurel Avenue 
Tillamook, OR 97141 
Phone  (503) 842-3403 
Cell  (503) 812-6726 
maryfaith.bell@tillamookcounty.gov 
 

 
This e-mail is a public record of Tillamook County and is subject to the State of Oregon Retention Schedule and may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Oregon Public Records Law. This e-mail, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged 
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please send a reply e-mail to let the 
sender know of the error and destroy all copies of the original message. 
 
Mary Faith Bell 
Tillamook County Commissioner, Vice-Chair 
201 Laurel Avenue | Tillamook, OR 97141 
 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
RE: Opposition to Petition to Revise Commercial Dungeness Crab Fishery Rules (OAR Chapter 635, Division 
5) 
 
Dear Chair Wahl and Esteemed Commissioners: 
On behalf of Tillamook County’s approximately 27,000 residents, I urgently request that you reject the 
December 11, 2025, petition seeking drastic changes to Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab fishery 
regulations. This petition threatens to eliminate a fishing industry that has sustained Tillamook County 
communities for generations and would devastate the specialized small-boat fleet operating from the Port 
of Garibaldi—a fleet internationally recognized for producing the highest-quality Dungeness crab in the 
world. 
Port of Garibaldi: World-Class Quality from Small-Boat Operations 
The Port of Garibaldi operates approximately 20 local boats plus 5-6 out-of-town boats, with up to 60 
commercial vessels during seasonal peaks. This is a small-boat fleet—vessels specifically designed for the 
shallow Tillamook Bay bar that allows quick 1 to 2-day trips rather than week-long voyages required by 
larger vessels operating from deeper ports. 

mailto:MaryFaith.Bell@tillamookcounty.gov
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What makes Garibaldi’s fleet extraordinary is not its size, but its quality. The Port of Garibaldi has the 
lowest Dungeness crab dead loss of any port anywhere—a distinction that has brought experts from 
around the world to study Garibaldi’s crab handling techniques. Our fleet uses modern refrigeration 
systems, proper water circulation, and aquarium-style crab holding. The result is individually handled, 
premium-quality seafood that commands premium prices and has earned Garibaldi an international 
reputation for excellence. 
This is not industrial fishing. This is artisanal fishing practiced at the highest level. Our small boats make 
day trips, deliver fresh products, and maintain quality standards that larger operations cannot match. This 
business model depends on operational flexibility, responsive management to market conditions, and the 
ability to fish during optimal weather and crab quality periods. 
The petition’s mandates would eliminate this model entirely. You cannot operate a small boat day-trip 
fishery with a 40% gear reduction during the only months when weather and crab quality allow safe 
operations. You cannot maintain world-class quality standards when arbitrary closure threats prevent 
business planning and investment. 
Tillamook County’s Fishing Heritage and Economic Reality 
Commercial fishing contributes over $500 million in personal income to Oregon annually, with Tillamook 
County representing a significant portion of that economic activity. These are not numbers that can be 
replaced through tourism or other sectors, this is foundational economic infrastructure. 
In Tillamook County the Dungeness crab fishery is the most valuable species economically, generating 
$3.08 million in ex-vessel value during the successful 2017-2018 season. This is not abstract economic 
data—this represents mortgage payments, groceries, school supplies, and family stability for hundreds of 
Tillamook County families. 
Economic Devastation for Tillamook County Communities 
The communities of Garibaldi (population 815), Bay City, Rockaway Beach, Manzanita, Nehalem, and 
Pacific City depend heavily on commercial fishing. These are not large cities with diverse economies—
these are small coastal towns where fishing families, processors, marine suppliers, and related businesses 
form an interconnected economic web. 
When processors close, the impacts cascade throughout Tillamook County: 
• Fishing families lose not just income but also markets for their catch—even if they could afford to 
continue fishing, there would be nowhere to sell their crab 
• Processor employees lose family-wage jobs in communities with few alternative employment options 
• Marine suppliers, fuel docks, repair shops, and gear suppliers lose their customer base 
• Restaurants and retailers lose their signature fresh local Dungeness crab—a major tourism draw 
• Property values decline as economic activity contracts 
• Tax revenues decrease, reducing funding for schools, emergency services, and infrastructure 
• The cultural identity of fishing communities disappears as working waterfronts become tourist amenities 
without authentic maritime activity 
The Petition’s Unworkable Mandates Target Small-Boat Operators 
While the petition claims to address whale entanglement risk, its actual effect would be to eliminate 
small-boat fishing operations like those in Tillamook County: 
Mandatory Pop-Up Gear by 2028: Pop-up (ropeless) gear systems cost $50,000 to $200,000+ per vessel. 
Garibaldi’s small boat fleet includes vessels often valued at less than these retrofit costs. Banks will not 
finance unproven technology tested for only one year. Family operators lack capital reserves for self-
financing. The result is not adaptation—it is elimination of family-scale operations and consolidation to 
wealthy corporate operators. 



  

Technology Failure: Pop-up gear has not been proven reliable in Oregon’s specific ocean conditions, 
particularly in the challenging shallow-water, dynamic conditions of Tillamook Bay. Gear retrieval failures 
would be catastrophic for small operators working on thin margins. Lost gear means lost catch, lost 
income, and potentially lost vessels for families who cannot absorb major financial losses. The petition 
provides no insurance mechanism, no compensation for equipment failure, and no recourse for fishermen 
whose livelihoods are destroyed by mandated but unproven technology. 
40% Gear Reduction During Peak Season: The petition mandates a 40% gear reduction starting April 1st. 
For Garibaldi’s small boat fleet, April through June represents the critical fishing window. Weather is most 
favorable, crab quality is highest, and market prices are premium. These small boats cannot safely operate 
during November-March winter conditions. A 40% gear reduction during the only viable fishing months 
does not reduce income by 40%; it could eliminate 60-80% or more of annual income by targeting the 
brief window when small-boat operations are possible. 
For operations already working on thin profit margins, this income loss is not survivable. Small-boat 
operators cannot absorb 60-80% income reductions and continue paying vessel mortgages, equipment 
loans, insurance, moorage, maintenance, and family living expenses. 
Arbitrary Closure Provisions: The petition includes language mandating “subjective conditions of sudden 
and unpredictable full season closures.” This provision alone would destroy Garibaldi’s fishing industry 
even if no closures ever occur. No bank will finance a vessel subject to arbitrary closure. No processor will 
commit to supply contracts with uncertain availability. No young person will enter a fishery that can be 
shut down without notice or clear criteria. Business uncertainty kills the industry before any regulatory 
action occurs. 
Scientific Questions and the Success of Current Management 
Humpback whale populations along the Oregon coast have increased by over 8% annually in recent 
scientific studies. This population growth demonstrates that current collaborative management between 
ODFW and the commercial fishing industry is achieving conservation objectives while sustaining fishing 
communities. 
The petition does not provide clear scientific evidence that: 
• Endangered whale populations (specific distinct population segments) are being harmed in Oregon 
waters 
• Oregon’s Dungeness crab fishery is preventing whale population recovery 
• Current best management practices voluntarily adopted by Oregon fishermen are inadequate 
• The proposed restrictions would provide measurable conservation benefit beyond current management 
Oregon’s commercial crabbers, including Garibaldi’s fleet, have voluntarily adopted best management 
practices, modified gear to minimize whale interaction risk, and worked collaboratively with ODFW for 
years. This approach has succeeded—whale populations are increasing. Garibaldi fishermen have 
demonstrated their commitment to conservation through their actions, not just rhetoric. 
Implementing drastic economic restrictions based on worst-case assumptions rather than verified, 
Oregon-specific scientific evidence represents poor policy that causes demonstrable harm to Tillamook 
County families without corresponding conservation benefit. 
California Groups Targeting Oregon Communities 
This petition was filed by California-based environmental organizations with no stake in Tillamook 
County’s economy, no accountability to Garibaldi’s fishing families, and no participation in the 
collaborative management processes that ODFW has developed  



  

They face no consequences. We do. This is Oregon’s fishery, communities, businesses, and families. 
Oregon should manage its resources based on verifiable science in partnership with Oregon stakeholders, 
not surrender authority to California litigation groups pursuing agendas that ignore local impacts. 
The Broader Context: Bay Clams and Integrated Fisheries 
Tillamook County’s fishing economy includes more than just Dungeness crab. Nearly all commercially 
harvested Oregon bay clams are landed in Tillamook County, generating over $2 million in recent years 
with a 2018 record of $710,041. The primary market for these clams is Dungeness crab bait. 
Eliminate the crab fishery and you eliminate the bay clam market, destroying a second fishery and the 
families it supports. Similarly, Tillamook County’s black rockfish and lingcod fisheries, together account for 
85-96% of nearshore harvest and achieved record revenues in 2017—depend on infrastructure, 
processors, and business relationships sustained by the larger crab fishery. 
This is not about one species or one regulation. This is about dismantling an integrated fishing economy 
that has evolved over generations to support multiple fisheries, quality standards, and community 
relationships. You cannot selectively eliminate one component without collapsing the entire system. 
Request for Action 
On behalf of Tillamook County’s 27,000 residents, the fishing families of Garibaldi, Bay City, and our 
coastal communities, and the world-class small boat fleet that has earned international recognition for 
quality, I respectfully and urgently request that you: 
1. REJECT this petition in its entirety. It is economically catastrophic, scientifically questionable, 
discriminatory against small-boat operators, and procedurally inappropriate 
2. MAINTAIN ODFW’s current science-based, adaptive management approach developed through 
collaborative engagement with Oregon’s fishing industry 
3. REQUIRE comprehensive economic impact analysis before considering any major rule changes affecting 
the commercial crab fishery, including specific assessment of impacts on small-boat fleets, processing 
facilities, and economically challenged coastal counties like Tillamook 
4. REQUIRE clear, Oregon-specific scientific evidence demonstrating that current collaborative 
management measures are insufficient  
5. ENSURE meaningful consultation with Oregon’s fishing industry, including small-boat operators, before 
implementing any new restrictions that would disproportionately impact artisanal, quality-focused 
fisheries 
6. RECOGNIZE that small-boat, family-scale fishing operations represent Oregon’s fishing heritage and 
produce the highest-quality product. Regulations that favor large corporate operations over small family 
businesses undermine the character and sustainability of Oregon’s fishing industry 
In conclusion, Tillamook County’s fishing industry has sustained our communities for generations. The Port 
of Garibaldi has achieved world-class recognition for quality and has the lowest crab dead loss of any port 
anywhere. Our fishermen have voluntarily adopted best practices and worked collaboratively with ODFW 
to achieve conservation success, and whale populations prove it. 
We cannot survive the elimination of the commercial Dungeness crab fishery based on unproven 
assumptions, unaffordable mandates, and discrimination against small-boat operators. We have limited 
economic alternatives. We are asking you to protect Oregon’s fishing heritage, Oregon’s small businesses, 
and Oregon’s coastal economy. 
I stand with Oregon’s fishing families, processors, marine businesses, and coastal communities. I urge you 
to reject this petition in favor of maintaining the collaborative, science-based management that has 
successfully balanced conservation with economic sustainability. 
Respectfully submitted, 



  

Mary Faith Bell 
Tillamook County Commissioner, Vice-Chair 
 
cc: 
 Oregon Legislative Coastal Caucus 
 Oregon Coast Crab Association 
 Coastal Port Managers 
 Port of Garibaldi Commission 
 FishHer: Columbia Pacific CommUNITY Alliance 
 Tillamook Chamber of Commerce 
 Pacific City Nestucca Valley Chamber of Commerce  

 
  



  

From: Taunette Dixon 
E-mail: taunette@hotmail.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 5:01 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
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From: Ellen Chapman 
E-mail: ellen@culturalheritagepartners.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 5:21 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Commissioners, 
 
Attached is Bryson Burns' written testimony against the petition and late-season Dungeness Crab rules for 
consideration at your February 20th meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
Ellen 
 
--  
Ellen Chapman, PhD (she/hers) 
Cultural Resources Specialist 
Mobile/Text: 434-327-6663 
Cultural Heritage Partners, PLLC 
1811 East Grace St, Suite A 
Richmond, VA 23223 
www.culturalheritagepartners.com 
 
This email message and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and destroy all copies of this message 
and any attachments. Thank you. 
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From: Ellen Chapman 
E-mail: ellen@culturalheritagepartners.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 5:17 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Commissioners, 
 
Attached is the written testimony of Ryan, Riley, and Wyatt Barrett against the petition and late-season 
Dungeness Crab rules for consideration at your February 20th meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
Ellen 
 
--  
Ellen Chapman, PhD (she/hers) 
Cultural Resources Specialist 
Mobile/Text: 434-327-6663 
Cultural Heritage Partners, PLLC 
1811 East Grace St, Suite A 
Richmond, VA 23223 
www.culturalheritagepartners.com 
 
This email message and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and destroy all copies of this message 
and any attachments. Thank you. 
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From: J Stockfleth 
E-mail: taterfamily7@gmail.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 4:59 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Please reject the petition to change the current commercial crab fishing rules. Oregon is already doing it's 
part to conserve the whales and it is working well!  
 
Julie Stockfleth  
Clatsop County  

 
From: Tiburon Fisheries 
E-mail: tiburonfisheries@gmail.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 8:53 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Greetings commissioners,   
I have been a commercial crab fisherman for more than 30 years and currently own three Oregon 
Dungeness crab permits (two 300-pot permits and one 500-pot permit). Throughout my career, I have 
historically fished through the full season ending August 14. I have worked on vessels ranging from 22 feet 
to 80 feet, and my current boats range from 28 feet to 63 feet. 
 
I consider myself an innovator and have consistently been willing to test new methods that improve both 
efficiency and sustainability. That approach has served me well across my fishing career. Based on my 
experience, I believe longlining crab gear is viable across vessel sizes, and I am interested in evaluating 
pop-up gear to determine whether it can work effectively in Oregon waters. I am not yet convinced of its 
practicality here, but I am open to testing it. 
 
When this petition became public, I spent significant time thinking about how we arrived at this point and 
speaking with other permit holders. I have been aware of the Oregon Entanglement Advisory Council 
(OEAC) since its inception and have applied multiple times to serve on it without success. I believed OEAC 
was intended to function as a working interface between the environmental petitioners and the commercial 
fleet. 
 
The sudden emergence of this petition raised serious questions: either the petitioners felt compelled to 
blindside the state and other stakeholders, or the working relationship within OEAC has broken down such 
that the petitioners felt they needed to take this action to spur movement and progress. When fishermen 
approached OEAC representatives for explanation, we received only dismissive responses rather than 
substantive engagement, including the OEAC reps referring to petitioners as ‘terrorists’ and insisting that no 
fishermen talk to them under any circumstances, but that we instead contribute to a fund to litigate with 
both petitioners and the state. That did not sit well with me. 
 
As a result, I reached out directly to representatives from NRDC and Oceana. They responded, and we have 
had several productive conversations in recent weeks. Those discussions have made clear that meaningful 
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progress through OEAC has largely stalled for years, including the failure to advance the draft plan that has 
remained unaddressed since 2021. 
 
We are now left with two troubling realities: first, a petition that I believe was submitted in good faith, but 
without the benefit of full industry knowledge and perspective; and second, a faction within the fleet 
insisting that the response must simply be litigation, without honest examination of how collaboration has 
failed. 
 
Importantly, the petition also does not fully account for what Oregon’s own data show: late-season 
measures have already successfully mitigated whale entanglement risk from late-season gear. According to 
ODFW, recent entanglements have been associated with lost early-season gear, not active late-season gear. 
 
To be clear: no evidence suggests that additional late-season restrictions will meaningfully reduce 
entanglements if the primary problem is early-season lost gear. 
 
That said, I am not here to argue that the petition should be rejected outright. There are workable ideas 
within it, and whale entanglement is a real issue that deserves serious action. 
 
Many fishermen, myself included, also recognize that the fishery is increasingly overcapitalized. The trend 
toward fishing deeper each year not only harms sustainability and equitable access, but may also overlap 
with entanglement risk factors. This creates an opportunity for conservation measures that address both 
entanglement risk and overcapitalization at the same time. 
 
I would recommend that the Commission accept the petition in part, with the following modifications: 
    1.    Establish a process for pop-up gear authorization, while allowing conventional longline gear in the 
interim so the fleet can begin adapting as Oregon-specific testing and research occur. This has the added 
benefit of mitigating the vast majority of vertical lines while we explore pop-up gear and its local 
application.  
    2.    You can Adjust late-season measures as proposed, but more importantly, implement a meaningful 
reduction in gear from the start of the season — for example, a 50% reduction from day one — to reduce 
vertical lines early, where the risk is greatest, while also addressing overcapitalization. 
    3.    Reject a blanket prohibition on conventional gear after 2028. Any transition must include practical 
carve-outs for nearshore and beach fisheries, where longlining is not feasible in shallow water. The decision 
to require pop-up gear should be tied to Oregon-relevant data and a collaborative process with industry, 
now that we have members of industry who are willing to work with environmental stakeholders in good 
faith. 
    4.    Require prompt public notification of entanglements. I fully support this. 
    5.    Develop a clear and transparent framework for zonal closures, so fishermen understand what triggers 
closures, what the expectations are, and whether pop-up gear could remain allowable during closure 
periods. 
    6.    Establish a 75-fathom depth restriction from the start of the season through spring, to address the 
escalating trend of deeper fishing, which appears correlated with rising entanglement risk and also raises 
crab conservation concerns. 
 
Based on my conversations with the petitioners, I believe there is genuine mutual interest in building a 
meaningful partnership to achieve conservation goals through methodical, data-driven measures. The 
Commission should leave room for that collaboration to develop and produce tangible results, rather than 
locking in rigid mandates before Oregon has the necessary experience and data. 



  

 
Thank you for your time and for the opportunity to provide input. I hope the Commission will give 
fishermen and petitioners alike the chance to work productively toward real solutions, now that good-faith 
engagement is finally finding its way to the table. 
 
Respectfully, 
Perry Bordeaux  

 
From: Nick Vicino 
E-mail: Nick.Vicino@currycountyor.gov 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 9:15 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Hello, 
 
My name is Nick Vicino and I represent Curry County as the Treasurer.  Attached is statement of my 
opposition to the petition to revise the commercial Dungeness Crab Fishery.  Please feel free o reach out for 
any further comment.   
 
Best, 
 
Nick Vicino 
Curry County Treasurer 
E-Mail: Nick.Vicino@currycountyor.gov> 
Direct: (541) 247-3299 
Fax: (541) 247-3436 
94235 Moore Street, Ste. 124 
Gold Beach, OR 97444 
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From: Joy Primrose 
E-mail: marine_lover4ever@yahoo.com 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 9:21 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Please find attached a letter regarding Exhibit C: Review of petition related to commercial Dungeness crab 
fishery rules on the agenda for the February 20. 2026 commission meeting. 
 
Joy Primrose 
American Cetacean Society-Oregon Chapter President 
(541) 517-8754 
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From: Sen Weber 
E-mail: Sen.SuzanneWeber@oregonlegislature.gov 
Sent on: Monday, February 16, 2026 9:24 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Please accept this letter from six coastal Oregon legislators requesting denial of the petition regarding crab 
gear. 
 
Thank you, 
Katy Cvitanovich 
Chief of Staff 
503.440.0010 
 
 
for 
Sen Suzanne Weber 
Oregon Senate District 16 
Rural Northwest Oregon 
503-300-4493 
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From: Tiffany Pankey 
E-mail: smithbrosno2@gmail.com 

Sent on: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 5:03 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Dear Chair Wahl and Commission members, 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
My name is Brett Pankey and I am an Oregon commercial fisherman, boat owner, crab permit lease 
holder, and operator. I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking 
sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial Dungeness 
crab fishery. 
 
I make my living on the water. This is not theoretical for me—it is how I provide for my family, pay my 
crew, maintain my vessel, and stay part of Oregon’s working waterfront. Every season already carries 
risk from weather, ocean conditions, fuel costs, and market fluctuations. We plan, invest, and work long 
hours to manage those uncertainties. 
 
The additional rigid requirements proposed in this petition could create serious financial consequences 
for small, owner-operated boats like mine. Many of us run on tight margins. Expensive gear changes, 
reduced fishing opportunity, or mandates that don’t match real-time ocean conditions could make it 
impossible to stay viable. These decisions don’t just affect individual fishermen—they ripple through 
deckhands, processors, local businesses, and entire coastal communities. 
 
I care about whale conservation. Fishermen are on the ocean every day, and we have a strong interest in 
protecting the resource we depend on. Oregon is already implementing practical, science-based measures 
such as pot reductions, gear marking, depth management, derelict gear removal, and adaptive in-season 
tools. These approaches allow us to reduce risk while still operating safely and responsibly. 
Oregon’s adaptive management framework works because it can respond to changing conditions. 
Replacing that flexibility with permanent, one-size-fits-all mandates would create safety, enforcement, 
and economic challenges without clear evidence that they are necessary. 
 
The Dungeness crab fishery is the backbone of many small coastal operations like mine. Major changes 
should be based on Oregon-specific science, real operational knowledge, and collaboration with the 
fishermen who are directly affected. 
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow 
Oregon’s current, science-based process to continue. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brett Pankey  
F/V Smith Bros No.2 
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From: Tiffany Pankey 
E-mail: tiffanypankey11@gmail.com 
Sent on: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 5:07 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
My name is Tiffany Pankey, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition 
seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 
Dungeness crab fishery. 
 
I am writing as both an Oregonian, a co boat owner, a mother and a fisherman's wife. This fishery is not 
just an industry to us, it is how we support our family, stay connected to our coastal community, and carry 
forward a way of life that has been passed down through generations. The work is already uncertain and 
demanding, and decisions that remove flexibility can have real impacts on families like mine. 
 
For small boat owners especially, additional rigid mandates could create serious financial fallout. Many of 
us operate on narrow margins, and reduced opportunity or costly gear changes can mean the difference 
between staying in business and having to leave the fishery altogether. These are not just economic 
impacts, they affect families, local processors, and the fabric of working waterfront communities. 
 
I care deeply about whale conservation and believe it can and should be addressed alongside a stable, 
responsibly managed crab season. Oregon is already taking meaningful, science-based steps to reduce risk 
through measures like pot reductions, gear marking, depth restrictions, derelict gear programs, and 
adaptive in-season management. 
 
A similar petition was denied by federal regulators in 2022 after review of the best available science. 
Oregon is continuing to move forward with its Conservation Plan and federal Incidental Take Permit 
process, which is the appropriate path for long-term protection and compliance. 
 
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports 
working families, small businesses, and coastal economies. Major changes to this fishery should be based 
on Oregon-specific science and practical realities on the water. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow 
Oregon’s existing, science-based management to continue. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Tiffany Pankey  
Co Owner F/V Smith Bros No.2  
Newport,  OR 
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Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 

2/13/26 17:16:36 Mike and Annett 
hill 

Adventurecharterfishing@yaho
o.com

Fishing Charter This will effect small business charter owners raising prices to the consumer for all comsumers

2/13/26 20:38:16 Jesica Hockema Jessi.hockema@gmail.com 4th generation 
crab fisherman 

I grew up in a commercial fishing family. I grew up helping my great grandpa build crab pots. My dad ran The Brandy for decades, a boat that my grandfather built in the yard. I worked along side him on 
that boat many many years. It made me who I am. The science and research behind this is bogus. Whale numbers are growing. If they over populate they will starve themselves. This gear is tested in a bay 
in California. Very different from the open ocean off of the coast of Oregon. The coast of this replacement will wipe out most fisheries. There is grant money or meeting the fisheries in the middle. Who is 
going to supply your seafood? 

2/13/26 20:43:20 David Quashnick Davidquashnick@icloud.com Commercial Crab 
fisherman 

I’d like to say I think we have been doing exceptionally well in our industry considering the increased amount of whales and other mammals that are in the ocean!! I also think instead of disrupting a great 
fishery why can’t we have a take permit for these animals you guys propose to protect from us. I fish on a very depressed Columbia river gillnet fishery and NOAA gives us take permits for that fishery! I 
think that there is a way better solution to this so called problem then destroying the Dungeness crab fishery!!!

2/13/26 20:41:27 John marrington Agentanti@yahoo.com I ask all of the so 
called state 
government that 
wants to destroy 
our livelihood and 
fishery 

I've been a commercial fishermen most of my life .this agenda to destroy and make alot of fishermen lose there job and boats, permits. This crab industry has been very self sufficient for years. Just by the 
fishermen and the respect for the fishery. To ODFW . the adasity to try and get all boats off the ocean is unbelievable and unacceptable. This agenda that your trying to shove up our asses .is a real eye 
opener for the whole west coast fisheries,fleet with all the rules and regulations in place this new agenda should never  even be presented. Killing the community's that depends on the money flow. And 
fresh seafood.....so my question is Why are always trying to destroy and make up rules for a fishery that does not need it ? Thank you john marrington 

2/13/26 21:11:44 David c Hanson Brezee.c12@gmail.com Captain and part 
owner of crab 
boat Pacific 
Roamer

This petition will greatly affect my whole family and my crew and there family's. We are a mid sized boat that fishes the late season. We need this fishery to sustain our business or we will lose it without 
Salmon seasons and a collapse of the black cod market. We really hope you consider this in your decision and look very hard at the science while making your decision.  The pop up gear is not viable for 
many of the smaller boats and mid sized boats that are barley hanging on as it is. This could be the nail in the coffin for many of us. Please consider this. Regards Chris Hanson f.v Pacific Roamer. 

2/13/26 21:27:21 James pearce James_pearce_87@live.com Commercial crab 
boat owner

This is going to ruin my my career of over 20 years commercially harvesting crab! My family counts on crab to sustain our lives each and every year I’m against the new rules that is trying to be 
implemented into our industry. 

2/13/26 21:41:52 William Manning Billsinspiration@yahoo.com Commercial Crab 
fisherman 

As a twenty plus year commercial fisherman, I would like petition to be rejected. We have successfully managed our fishiery through the three S's ( size, sex and season). The humpback whale population  
been on an 8% growth rate for approximately 10 years. Special interest groups should not dictate how we manage the fishiery. 

Thank you, William Manning 
2/13/26 21:44:15 Travis davis Superdupertravisdavis@yahoo.

com
Lifelong Crabber the dual permit holders can bring crab into Washington, where I live, from Oregon, the only permit I have. So basically the guys with the most money also follow less rules.  So change that please. I’d like to 

come home to Ilwaco from the ocean instead of having to go into Warrenton. Whether I sell the crab in Washington is less important. The expense of the many many hours traveling up and down the river 
forces my hand constantly to sell them much more often and for less money than I would without the stupid rules. For example these past couple trips, the crew wants valentines off, the market wants 
crab more than ever and the price if going up daily, if I could just tie up at home and check on the boat without having to spend hours on the road and hundreds on transient moorage I could have made 
thousands more dollars this week. Without the constant going into Oregon for the sake of compliance I could have saved hundreds of gallons of diesel this year alone and the associated engine oil. If not 
for the sake of fairness or to help the Oregon only permit holders make and save more money, please do it for the ecosystem. 

2/13/26 21:59:55 Jesse Northup NSE127LLC@gmail.com bay crab permit 
holder and 
commercial 
fisherman

are you trying to destroy our crab industry? why can’t pots be used in commercial oregon bay crabbing? you give us 15 ring traps that produce nothing to catch! then you are trying to regulate even more 
Ocean dungeoness crab by restricting where to crab and when to crab and when to start crabbing! better step up your game to help the crabbers remain in business! but you don’t care and follow 
suggestions by people who control the industry, shame on you! be fair as it’s the landing taxes that keep you in business

2/13/26 22:06:51 Vanya Taylor Taylorvanya@gmail.com Stakeholder Please stop bowing down to groups hell bent on shutting us down one rule at a time. 
Whales aren’t an issue in Oregon. The issue with marine life in general is large cruise ships loaded with the same people trying to shut us down plowing through oceans and inlets at 18+ knots….. or the 
same people who rely on tankers bringing them the products they buy on Amazon. 
The commercial crab fishermen in Oregon are already suffering and being forced to move gear and buy special colored ropes. How is this affordable? It never ends. 
The ocean is polluted, consumers rely on tankers bringing cheap products from overseas and the same people wanting to shut us down are being funded by special interest groups. 
Is Oregon going to be a pawn in a game of chess? 
Also for what it’s worth if these new rules get implemented I promise Oregon is going to be on the hook for hard working fishermen’s families loved ones dying because any new rules will make us push 
harder and ignore the weather because that’s the only choice we’ll have.
It’ll also make us push harder to recover from losses in one fishery and extend into other fisheries. 
 Knowing that the state is culpable from the minute they read this. 
I suggest it’s prudent to do a safety assessment before implementing new laws/rules. Unless the cost of human life isn’t as important as a possible whale life. 

Whales aren’t a problem in Oregon. 
2/13/26 23:19:13 George becker georgetabetha@gmail.com Captain The boat is fish is only 300 pot permit and we employ or up to 12 people really on it. We are already forced to get new rope and now taking are summer crab away. We get screwed on salmon season every 

year. We can really relay on salmon starting on time or even get a good qota. Black cod prices suck can't rely on that. Screw the eco terrist and get a back bone and help us fisherman out



Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 
2/13/26 22:25:44 Brett Webb brettwebb13@gmail.com Permit holder, 

port 
commissioner, 
city councilor 

2/13/26 23:23:18 Mark Hippensteel hippensteelmark@gmail.com Commercial 
fisherman for 30 
years

Does anyone know the effects this will have on our entire coastal communitys?(Whale entanglement implication) Many small boat operators are all ready saying that this will put them out of business 
including the one I work for every winter F/V Vengeance Ilwaco ,wa. We as a whole cannot allow this to happen. I have been on the ocean my whole life & I know for a fact that these whales are already 
dead when they drift into crab gear. There isn't enough facts that are given just speculation to warrant these crazy ideas presented by these radical environmental groups.

2/13/26 23:43:14 John hookieleach_68@yahoo.com 45 year 
Commercial 
Fisherman

Being forced out due to inept regulations

2/14/26 0:32:50 Dustin Campiche dlcampiche@gmail.com Commercial crab 
fisherman

The coastal dungeness crab fishery simply cannot continue to receive the onslaught of regulations which continue to be imposed upon it on an all too regular basis! Plain, and simple... You are putting the 
most lucrative fishery on the west coast in severe danger of no longer being able to be the vital support system which sustains countless small port communities through the winter months year, after year. 
The state of oregon has already forced it's crab fleet to harvest their crab inside of 40 fathoms of water beginning May 15th each year due to concerns over whale entanglement issues. Now it's proposed 
to shorten our season by another month, and a half, forcing their fisherman to have their traps removed from the deep by April 1st? Personally our operation would choose to harvest crab between 40, 
and 60 fathoms every year until after the 1st of June each season. With our season being delayed for either meat recovery shortcomings, or domiac acid levels being above industry guidelines, and other 
issues beyond human control, often lasting beyond January, and some years into February you will be taking away such a huge percentage of our season that a vessel can no longer get enough days on the 
ocean to produce enough product to turn a profit for the vessel owner, and her hardworking crew.  In the commercial fishing industry, time is money, and when you cannot put in enough days at sea, it is 
impossible to benefit enough financially to sustain a profitable existence. And basically removing 45 days of my season will bankrupt my operation, and starve out my loyal crew I have employed for a 
decade or more. And without the crab fleet our already struggling coastal communities will take a revenue hit that will collapse from under our feet. The dungeness crab industry is their lifeline bringing in 
tens of millions of dollars annually. Hundreds of jobs will be lost, and families will be crushed, and pushed out of town. Thank you for your time, and please fight for our fishing families, and let us feed the 
world from our hard work, and the love the ocean supplies from our efforts. Support the people who risk their lives to keep food on the world's table. 

2/14/26 4:05:50 Steve Berliner Berliner932@gmail.com I am a deckhand with over 20 years in this fishery. Instead of making changes that make harvesting crabs more difficult, time consuming, expensive, less efficient. Instead let us longline our gear. This would 
be an improvement, more efficient and cure any problems. A perfect compromise.

I am a deckhand. Over 20 years running crab gear. If you are going to make changes to our fishery, instead of making things more complicated, expensive, time consuming, and over all less efficient, instead 
let us longline our pots. Problem solved. Too many mouths depend on this fishery. Please do not destroy it. 

2/14/26 6:34:28 Paul Johnson pmjglass@gmail.com Oregon Crab 
Permit holder 300

State of Oregon should not entertain this petition to revise the crab fisheries rules. The state does not need to appease them. They have no stake in the fishery, they do not care for the whales. We have 
not Cought more than maybe 5 whales in Oregon in my life (I am 30) it has not happened at all in the area where I fish with permit 96272 

2/14/26 6:44:09 Seth smith Claminman@gmail.com Captain As a small boat crabber this is not a sustainable way for me to stay in business. 

2/14/26 7:44:07 David Quashnick Jr Davidquashnick@gmail.com 28 year crab 
fishing 

I'll keep mine short, all of this whale stuff is a bunch of BS, you've already gone to far with the changing of the line colors. Just ridiculous, there's so many damn whales in the ocean that they are literally 
getting run over by ships and boats. Get your head out of the sand, you are making yourselves look stupid, to make some tree huggers happy. It's pathetic that we are now fighting for our jobs fighting 
against a group funded by our tax dollars.  How disgusting.

2/14/26 8:13:01 Jerremy 
McGinness 

Jmcginness600r@gmail.com Vessel owner, 
crab permit 
owner. 

Whale populations have increased year after year, affected whales have no natural predators, and no real management. If we are truly worried about Whale populations, then lets look into casualties 
caused by the shipping industry, and stop taking it out on fishermen. Fishermen face plenty of adversity and have many other struggles to overcome without the environmentalist and government trying to  
do their part in putting us out of business! 

Good day Commissioners
I would like to thank you for your often thankless,but incredibly valuable and difficult service to the great State of Oregon.

My name is Brett Webb, and am writing to you today to offer insight and testimony into the critical decisions you are currently  charged with making and soon. I use the term critical, because the wrong 
decision now, would decimate not only a proven, 100% sustainable fishery , but it will shift effort from that sustainable fishery , onto more volatile fisheries. For example , in Port Orford,  effort would shift 
to the closley monitored and  managed Nearshore fishery. Having been an advisor to ODFW for a decade or more,  my intimate understanding tells me this would absolutely result in the collapse and 
closure thereof. Unprofitable harvest levels would cause permit sell offs and real hardships. The resulting economic situation would be catastrophic,  for the community which i represent in two unique 
governments. The Port of Port Orford, operates on revenue derived from small , day boats that use sustainable methods. The Port along with the fleet has been involved closely with ENGOs and ODFW  in 
creating Oregons first Marine Reserve, paving the way for others and setting an example for other communities . We have been doing it right , with even NOAA naming the Port of Port Orford a global 
model and continues to partner with the port on upcoming and current projects. The City, credits about 35% of our local economy to the Port. Without that contribution , the fragile budget requirements 
would cease to be met.  This is not a scare or an unreasonable statement. This is a fact. Oregon governments are cash strapped,  and Port Orford is no different. 

The steps taken by ODFW have been thoughtful and driven by science, not beliefs. The fleet has been an example of stewardship,  second to none. We love whales too, I have countless hours of video 
containing different species of whale at work and play. I  regret any loss of marine mammal life , and as a grabber, I've been happy to comply and agree with  the establishment of late season requirements 
and limitations. Line marking, depth restrictions , etc all gave been easy to support. In contrast, I strongly oppose mandating pop-up gear for several reasons, but mostly because it will usher in the trashing 
of the seafloor with lost gear. The time is now to tell the complainant,   petitioners to look at the big picture, the potential wipe out of nearshre species and the wipe-out of a proven model. Let's meet them 
halfway, but hold firm the need for our coastal communities to continue to harvest Oregons most profitable and sustainable seafood.

The ESAis a good thing , but the  stock assessments  lack robust updates . We are being asked to close and alter fisheries in real time, while the stock assessments are not even close. We need toll free 
hotlines to report healthy whales , frolicking in Oregons pristine waters, not just opportunities to report entanglements. We need real, fair goals , not moving goalposts. 
We need healthy whale populations and healthy coastal communities. 

I urge you to reject unreasonable measures that would leave Oregons coastal communities like mine, in total collapse. Let's take a look at California and study the results , and in a decade , revisit this 
ropeless idea.  There will be collateral damage with that gear I can almost promise, as what's intended, isn't always realized..
Thank you for taking the time to consider my input , thoughts and fears, and my your maker help guide you through the most consequential decision you will probably ever make in your life..
Feel free to contact me if I can help clarify any misunderstandings .

Warm regards and CHEERS!!.
Brett Webb
541 366 1888
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2/14/26 8:17:41 Kathleen 

Hornstuen
90046 Cape Arago Hwy Charleston Port 

Advisory 
Committee

It’s time for comman sense to rule in Oregon.  People need to come before the whims of environmentalists who don’t give a care for Oregon, only their agendas.  I’ve written many letters on the 
devastation this will cause to coastal economies.  Enough!

2/14/26 9:26:27 Harry Allen Fishingeast00@hotmail.com Commercial crab 
permit holder

Whale populations are growing. This is an indicator that populations are not being adversely affected by the crabbingIndustry. No, it in its last population assessment of key whale species claims.And eight 
point two percent population growth rate..... That is not a population being affected by the crabbing industry.

2/14/26 9:34:24 Joe Jessal jjessal@hotmail.com Commercial 
crabbing 
deckhand

After this past seasons low numbers and low price I’ve had to leave my family and go find other work in Alaska. 
My family is desperately looking for a win and after last crab season if these restrictions go into place I don’t know that I’ll be able to continue fishing. We rely on the bigger paychecks from crabbing to 
balance the lower months of the year. 
Please don’t ruin this fishery. 

2/14/26 10:06:22 Zachary Rotwein Capnzach2@gmail.com Permit holder The Humpback Whale is thriving and growing in population at 8% a year. The district population segment that is of concern is growing at 4%. This does not warrant such drastic measures that will doom 
such an important part of Oregons coastal economy.  Whale worship is driving this push to restrict the crab fisheriy and religion has no place in fishery management 

2/14/26 11:11:08 ROBERT BLOOM ROB541BOY@GMAIL.COM commercial 
fisherman

this overreach from odfw and our oregon government is out of control we cant even make a living anymore fishing keeps me sober if thats gone what do i have

2/14/26 11:17:09 Spencer Anderson Spencer2135@gmail.com Permit holder This will reduce the income of crabbers dramatically. The correct approach would be a state buy back of permits. This is a horrible idea and only sets the stage for wind farms. 

2/14/26 11:14:31 Dale Bloom bloomrod@gmail.com public please stop over talking the way we make money away this will stop crabbing altogether odfw cant manage anything
2/14/26 11:20:36 Geoffrey M 

Molfino, member
molfinog@hotmail.com Living Pacific 

Seafood LLC - 
Oregon 
Commercial 
Buyer's License 
1151

I would request an opportunity to briefly address the Commission on 2/20/2026 expressing the negative impact of this petition's goals on our coastal communities, our industry as buyers and food 
processors, and the fishermen that risk their lives to provide their catch. Thank you, Geoff

2/14/26 11:25:13 Daniel Jordan 24jgfan24@gmail.com General Public I love Eating Crab and supporting our local Fishing Fleet.  I feel that your proposals will Hurt our community and raise prices to where the average family would be able to afford to eat our local Crab.  This is 
bad for the OREGON and I don't be leave it will do anything for the environment.

2/14/26 11:22:35 steven ednie                 sedie53@gmail.com general public   i feel that there has not been sufficient evidence on whale death to say whales in Oregon have died because of crab gear. whales die and drift and may be come entangled in gear after their death

2/14/26 11:39:31 Pamela Jordan 24jgfan1@gmail.com General Public I love Eating Crab and supporting our local Fishing Fleet.  I feel that your proposals will Hurt our community and raise prices to where the average family would be able to afford to eat our local Crab.  This is 
bad for the OREGON and I don't be leave it will do anything for the environment.

2/14/26 11:44:58 Kevin Smith Zenasdad51@gmail.com My brother owns 
Betty K charters.

I don't think that O DFW
Should be overstepping their boundaries. I'm telling people.
What they can and cannot use as gear. I also don't think they should be setting limits so low that the public doesn't want to pay for charters.
When they are only allowed to catch just a few fish.
Thank you.

2/14/26 11:40:34 Stephen Bicknell 91346 Barklow Lane Coos Bay 
Or, 97420

Concerned sport 
fishermen .

They are already telling the fishermen where to fish and not fish to protect the whales and that is what this is all about, by making commercial fishermen buy all this expensive Popup Gear it will be adding 
tackle expense that a lot of these fishermen cannot afford. This will put many families out of business, and I think this is an expense we cannot afford thank you for your consideration Stephen Bicknell. 

2/14/26 12:03:39 Jennie Nelson jennie7437@hotmail.com general Public save our fishing Fleet
2/14/26 11:39:43 Erin Nelson Emspace00@gmail.com Public Crabbing is a industry 
2/14/26 12:39:18 Richard Dillard richarddillard@hotmail.com general public Try walking a mile in the shoes of fishermen and their families, then come back and try again, until then, you have no ground to walk on regarding this topic. 
2/14/26 12:45:33 Joann Thompson joannmthompson@outlook.co

m
General public I support Charleston Fishing families. 

2/14/26 12:20:24 Theresa Parker Sparkygirl27@hotmail.com General public This needs to be fought against, this is a detriment to our way of life and will devastate our communities. 
2/14/26 12:27:16 Jonathan white Jwhite27777@gmail.com Captain of fishing 

boat
Im a third generation fishermen. I have been in the industry for 17 years with the intent to buy and operate my own boat and permits. I'm fully against these changes as it will be detrimental to many 
people in the industry, also steer many of us away from pursuing our passion in/for this industry, and affect many jobs created by this industry. Having seen the negative impact in California I feel it will only 
do the same in Oregon. Please stop and reconsider a better route. 

2/14/26 12:44:03 Carol Douglas carart1@frontier.com Family of  
Fisherman

You guys are nuts, this is going to cost each of the small boats over $125,000 per boat to make this change, do you have that, crabbers I know don't.  This is impossible it is going to kill the crabbing 
industry.   Come On Guys - the rope change was bad enough and costly for smaller boat. 

 Did you ever think that the plastics are killing the whales not the ropes?

CANCEL THIS, CANCEL THIS - IT IS NO GOOD.
2/14/26 12:47:36 Nicole Mayer nicolemayer600@yahoo.com significant other 

of commercial 
crab fisherman

trickle down effect, this is going to put our crab fleet at a horrible loss & huge amount of money to but new gear that we cannot afford. 

2/14/26 13:12:37 Tom Muse garent1960@gmail.com Commercial Boat 
Owner

I 100% do not approve or agree with this petition going forward. 

2/14/26 13:23:23 Jack Kirk captainjackscatch@gmail.com Commercial 
Fisherman

I strongly urge you to reconsider implementing the proposed new rules through ODFW which would require Commercial Fisherman to put pop up mechanisms on their crab pots.  This would virtually put 
me out of business.  The cost is just not possible for my business.  Always more new rules which cost money, with no reimbursement.  Crabbing is a vital part of the economy on the South Coast.  

2/14/26 12:46:30 Kimberly 
Bracamontes

kimgardenmaintenance@gmail.
com

Know Commercial 
Fishermen

Save our crabbing industry, to make a living and enjoy the product.   I do not agree with these proposed changes. 

2/14/26 13:29:34 Kathy Kirk Hikerkathy25@gmail.com Family of 
Commerical Crab 
Fisherman

We would like to express our sincere hope that the new proposed crab regulations/rules be reconsidered.  The new rules are cost prohibitive and would virtually put our family out of business.  It is a tough 
market to be in to begin with, new rope colors last year, new pop up pot proposals being made now.  Where does it end?  We went in the red this year.  There is no way we can afford to make the 
proposed changes.  All the smaller crafts are in the same situation.

2/14/26 13:29:41 Victoria Alamar vickielynn690@gmail.com Family of 
Fishermen

Not a smart choice for us small town community.

2/14/26 13:36:38 cheri  hennessee badassqc1969@gmail i work at  hallmark i think the old way is just
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2/14/26 13:40:00 John Alamar alamarjohn04@gmail.com family of 

fishermen
it would cause a manger fall i small town communitys on the oregon coast.

2/14/26 13:41:25 Robert W. 
Morrow

morrowwhit@yahoo.com Deckhand I feel that with new regulations it will put small businesses ( smaller boats) out of business. 

2/14/26 13:44:28 Lisa Purkey lisapurkey7546@icloud.com family of 
fisherman

I have several family that fish, my daughters father passed away at sea and this will devistate our family.

2/14/26 13:52:25 Brezee Hanson Brezeehanson@gmail.com General public. This is ridiculous. 
2/14/26 13:51:12 Lisa Peckham crabbycakesbakery@yahoo.co

m
general public Five generation fishing family. So many fishing family lives depend on crabbing.

2/14/26 13:34:52 Shan Smith shanhan282@gmail.com Fishing Industry I totally think that is it stupid.  
2/14/26 14:06:42 Lisa Peckham lisapeckham59@gmail.com general public Five generation fishing family this will impact so many fishing family income and life.Is not right!
2/14/26 14:08:13 tiffany williams tiffanyrosestevenson89.gmail.c

om
girlfriend good way to put small family business out of work

2/14/26 14:21:53 Karen Maurer kmaurer199@gmail.com genera public  a very expensive law that will raise the cost of crab.  Am against this.
2/14/26 14:51:17 David  Schellong Schellongdavid1@gmail.com Deck boss Crabber 35 years of Crabbing

2/14/26 14:11:32 frankie alvarado frankievanover22@gmail.com crabber 
commercial 
fisherman 

odfw can suck it we need crabbing to continue this is just communist 

2/14/26 14:53:51 Sheryl Armstrong sannette56@gmail.com General public This would cause such a hardship for our small little communities

2/14/26 14:27:10 Greta Horn gretahorn4@hotmail.com Seafood 
Buyer/Dealer

Let small boat crabbers crab. 

2/14/26 15:01:27 Casey Horn tuffluck64@hotmail.com fishing industry Keep small commercial boats fishing!!!
2/14/26 15:26:20 Peter Schulzke oregonpawn@aol.com public please no it not necessary 
2/13/26 16:09:49 Patsy Miller mema_17@icloud.com general public My name is Patsy Miller, and I am writing in opposition to the petition currently before the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission.

I am a grandmother and a proud supporter of Oregon’s fishing families. My grandson is 32 years old and has been preparing to take the helm of our family vessel since he was 16. I have watched him grow 
up on the docks, learning not only how to fish, but how to respect the ocean and the life within it. I hope one day to watch him take the helm knowing the industry he has trained for is still viable and 
strong.
I care deeply about whale conservation. I believe in protecting marine life and preserving our oceans for future generations. But I also believe in protecting the families who have devoted their lives to 
working responsibly on those same waters.
From what I understand, fishermen have already invested significant time and money to comply with recently adopted rules designed to reduce entanglement risk. Before adding new requirements, those 
measures should be given a fair chance to work. Families like mine have made decisions in good faith, trusting the regulatory process.
When rules change repeatedly before existing measures are evaluated, it creates uncertainty for the next generation trying to carry on this work. This fishery is not just an occupation — it is a heritage and 
a responsibility passed from parent to child and grandparent to grandchild.
I respectfully ask the Commission to deny this petition and allow the current measures to be evaluated before imposing additional burdens on fishing families who are already striving to do the right thing.
Thank you for considering the voices of families who care about both conservation and the future of Oregon’s coastal communities.
Patsy Miller, Coos Bay, Oregon

2/14/26 15:36:49 ray cox raydcox@gmail.com owner of giddings 
boatworks

this new law or rule affects more than fishermen it effects the whole community when the fishermen don't make money they don't spend it 

2/14/26 15:45:01 Nicole Stagner stagnic@hotmail.com General Public The commercial crabbing industry is a major job contributor. Starting with the boats, the processing of the crab, the shipping (trucking) of the product. the trickle down effect of shutting down the Oregon 
Crabbing industry is only helpful to the bleeding hearts that are trying to save a few whales.  The financial impact to the state of Oregon will be largely negative if the Crabbing Industry is forced to shut 
down in Oregon.

2/14/26 16:43:43 Karie Silva jeanettemarrie.93@gmail.com Owner/operator 
commercial 
fishing vessel 

Good afternoon, Madam Chair and Commissioners,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the petition submitted to you on December 11,
2025.

My name is Karie Silva. I am the co-owner of the Jeanette Marrie out of Charleston. We are a
multi-generational fishing family with 44 years in the fishing industry, including 24 in the
Oregon Dungeness crab fishery. My comments today reflect our direct experience fishing under
Oregon’s regulatory framework and living with the consequences of those decisions.

There is no question that Oregon Dungeness crabbers support whale conservation and
entanglement risk reduction. A healthy ocean is essential for our livelihoods, and for decades,
fishermen have played a crucial role in conservation efforts. The question before the
Commission is whether this petition is evidence-based, proportional, and ready for
implementation.

From an operational standpoint, repeated changes before existing measures—like the multi-state
line marking already adopted—create instability, especially for small family-owned operations like
ours.
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2/14/26 18:03:47 Evon Behrens Evonbehrens@gmail.com Mother  of 
fisherman 

Please vote this down

2/14/26 18:28:04 Eric Green Betterfishllc@gmail.com Permit holder 

2/14/26 19:24:49 Christine Coviello Justinschriscee@gmail.com General public.. 
ex crab processor 

Please revise

2/14/26 19:25:15 Ellen FitzHenry Stubbi34@yahoo.com Public If this passes, it will kill our crab & fishing industry. These are working families you will put out of work. I hope you listen to the public on this item.
2/14/26 19:40:55 Colton Colton.j.slaymaker@gmail.com General public Let us fish

2/14/26 20:13:06 Ryan Esparza Esparza19d@gmail.com Dungeness crab 
Deckhand in 
Winchester Bay 
oregon

I oppose this petition to change the oregon crab fishery I any way. This will severely and negatively impact the livelihoods of thousands of crab fisherman and women throughout the state of Oregon. The 
dungeness crab fishery is an integral part of our history and culture. Without the proper research of whale impact I strongly urge our odfw and other parties put a stop to any hasty rule changes to our time 
honored tradition and industry. DO NOT FALL FOR THE HYSTERIA OF A FEW ACTIVISTS WHO ONLY WANT TO DESTROY AND DO NOTHING BUT SUE FOR THEIR OWN INTERESTS AND HAVE NO REGARD FOR 
THE LIVES OF REAL PEOPLE. To whom it may concern protect our fishery and way of life. Signed a concerned father and fisherman, Ryan Esparza.

2/14/26 20:40:44 Darlene krake Dbob@rconnects.com General public I oppose the new rules. Our fisher families and ports can't sustain these expensive changes.  Are you going to provide the funding so that these changes can be made.? We need support not continual hand 
out for more money. We need to support our communities.

     

               

                  
             

            
          

           
             

            
          

          
          

Since November of 2024, we have invested roughly twenty thousand dollars in Oregon-
compliant, color-specific rope to meet the adopted multi-state measures for our vessel, with
additional thirty thousand dollars upon completion. Those purchases were made carefully and deliberately, based on the understanding that these were the requirements we were expected to meet - all in 
good faith.

The petitioners are now expecting fishermen to comply with additional requirements, including
pop-up gear which would add over a hundred thousand dollars in expenses—displacing the prior
investments and adding real financial strain.

For fishing families like ours, these decisions are not hypothetical. They are real financial risks
taken with trust in the regulatory process. When requirements shift after those investments are
made, it creates strain and uncertainty—not because we have unwillingness to comply, but
because we have already stepped forward in reliance on the rules that were put in place.

For these reasons, along with my written comments already submitted, I respectfully urge the
Commission to deny the petition and allow the recently adopted multi-state line marking measures to be
evaluated before imposing additional requirements and adding financial strain on small family-
owned operations participating in the Oregon Dungeness crab fishery.

Thank you for your consideration,
Karie Silva

To whom it may concern:

I am a newer crabber.  I own, with a partner two boats one with a CA permit and a smaller one with an Oregon  permit.  I have spent the last decade of my life investing my time, money and sweat into this 
business because I believed it had an economically viable future for our families and crew and that it is a truly sustainable fishery.

I don’t want to be overly dramatic, but the best analogy I can come up with for this petition would be if an NGO or any other party came to the door of my house and told me that they had some good 
news and bad news.  The good news being that I can keep my house,  the bad news being that they were removing the doors, windows and roof and that those could never be replaced under new statutes.   
  This would render my home no longer an economically viable investment nor a sustainable shelter.

Under the proposed petition our business would not survive, we would not have the stability or pulling power necessary on our 25 ft platform to safely or effectively longline pop up gear.  We also do not 
have the financial resources to invest in the new technology and a bigger boat to carry on.  Our permit and vessel’s value would be slashed to a fraction of what we paid our hard earned dollars on to 
acquire said vessel because it would take an astonishingly risk-tolerant person to invest hundreds of thousands of dollars into a newly unstable and now even more volatile industry.

It is in the best interest for Oregonians and particularly coastal communities for ODFW to reject this petition, and if compromises must be made to the current regulations to protect marine mammals then 
consider alternatives such as permit buy backs or a lesser gear reduction to the gear stacks across all permit tiers.  

Further investigation into whale populations and DNA to confirm annual growth levels and adjust accordingly from year to year the allowable interactions with these majestic and beloved cetaceans.  It 
seems extremely hasty to assume that a few interactions annually is devastating to the population albeit sad. Let’s take our time to figure out what is really going on with the population and whether a few 
interactions is truly a threat to the population maintenance or growth.

Further more, it is important to
Consider the socio economic impacts to the human populations of Oregon’s depressed and rural coastal communities when potentially slashing an important coastal economic sector like Dungeness crab.

Please take your time, to consider alternative solutions to the gear interactions.  Let’s collaborate and come to the table with unbiased and open minds regarding compromises that won’t endanger so 
many livelihoods and frankly human lives.

We have witnessed first hand how increases in regulatory statutes have decimated the viability of the California fishery,  let’s not let the same happen to Oregonians.

Thank you,
Eric Green
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2/15/26 5:11:48 Patty Freerksen pattyfreerksen9@gmail.com General public Please stop this
2/15/26 7:03:48 Marcus Eaddy Midorimarcus@gmail.com General public( 

permit holder)
Please send me revisions on rules

2/15/26 8:45:30 William J. Bartlett wahoo.willy.bartlett@gmail.co
m

Captain Support Local Fisherman they work HARD

2/15/26 8:59:04 Kathryn 
Cvitanovich

pritchard297@gmail.com general public

2/15/26 9:30:54 Ed Green edgreen2018@gmail.com Captain of crab 
fishing vessel

With 26 years in the fishery I haven't seen the need to further regulate the fishery. We are spending thousands of dollars to make a color coded gear pile in the name of the whales. I ask that for the good 
of the industry that you consider not adopting any further regulations until you have some real science about the danger of entanglement. Thank you for your time, Ed Green F/V Big Dipper, Astoria 
Oregon. 

2/15/26 9:37:44 Jerry Gillgren Jerry@malamachartershilo.com Fisherman Please revise regulations for commercial Dungenous crab take in Oregon. These current rules hurt local and independent fishermen. 

2/15/26 9:38:42 Whitney Trent 74shootingstars@gmail.com General Public This will cause many people, businesses, and families an unnecessary burden and hardship 

2/15/26 9:13:21 Matthew Forve mforve@gmail.com Boat and crab 
permit 
owner/operator. 

Comment Opposing December 2025 Dungeness Crab Petition

Members of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, my name is Katy Cvitanovich, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR 
Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery.

I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.

This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.

In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive. 

ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.

The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.

Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission 
to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.

Dear ODFW Director and Staff,  

I am writing as a concerned stakeholder in Oregon's coastal fisheries, based in Newport, to advocate for a necessary restructuring of the commercial crab fishery. My goal is to highlight opportunities for 
nearly eliminating whale entanglements while simultaneously enhancing the economic prosperity and overall well-being of the fleet. As someone deeply invested in sustainable marine practices, I believe 
these changes could create a more balanced, safer, and profitable industry for all involved.  

I find it unacceptable to allow whale entanglements in our fisheries. These incidents not only harm whales  but also tarnish the reputation of Oregon's fleet and lead to costly restrictions. I support taking 
decisive action to eliminate this risk. One of the most effective ways to achieve this is by reducing the number of vertical lines in the water. This can be accomplished through the adoption of long-lining 
techniques for crab pots. Such a shift would minimize the entanglement hazards without compromising the fishery's viability. 

To implement this, we must address the current overabundance of gear in the ocean. Oregon's crab fishery is so intensive that the vast majority of the season's catch is harvested within the first two weeks 
or less. This rapid pace stems from an excess of pots, which floods the market and drives down prices. By reducing the total number of pots allowed—while permitting long-lining—we can slow the catch 
rate, prevent market saturation, stabilize prices, reduce operating costs, and foster long-term market development, ultimately leading to greater economic prosperity for the fleet.

If we eliminated half of the gear and fished strings of 25 pots each, a 500 pot permitted boat would go from fishing with 500 vertical lines to 10 vertical lines. These lines could have less scope and a larger 
buoy resulting in a more taught line that would be much less likely to entangle anything. Adding the ropeless technology to this would not be a benefit because malfunctions and strong currents would 
create gear loss, outweighing the benefit of the ropeless technology. 

Any reduction in the number of pots per vessel must be approached thoughtfully to avoid disadvantaging larger boats that have invested heavily in building their competitive edge through expanded 
capacity. At the same time, many smaller boats are struggling to maintain operations amid the broader economic challenges facing Oregon's fisheries, such as the lack of salmon runs and poor market 
conditions for groundfish and their owners are eager for viable retirement options. To balance these dynamics, I strongly recommend allowing the stacking of permits—enabling multiple permits to be 
consolidated on a single boat. This would provide a pathway for some fishermen to retire gracefully while allowing others to retain sufficient pots to keep their larger vessels and crews operating efficiently. 
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2/15/26 9:13:36 Lori Wraith luckyamylyn@gmail.com Owner crab 
permit Oregon 
fished 52 years.

The industry regulates itself
 It is a model of successful management. The whale population is stronger then ever. People need protein and we are the local providers. Please look at the fishery. It is golden, thank you for your time.

2/15/26 10:51:34 Brian Scott Scotbaj@yahoo.com General pubic Please don't set more restrictions on the dungeneos crabbing season.Dont take the experience of the Oregon coast away. Please do something about the green crab invasion. Thank you Save our State!

2/15/26 11:01:16 Tiffanie Young Youngdt@outlook.com General public Please don’t make it harder and more expensive for Oregonians to live and work.   We all know that Whales are recovering wonderfully.  More whales will always mean more of them that eventually pass 
away.  Stop blaming the people who provide you with food 

2/15/26 11:01:36 Judy Fisher Judyfisher3058@yahoo.com General public Do not change the current rules for Dungeness crab fishing. The whales are increasing and we need the jobs the crab fishery supports . 
2/15/26 11:11:40 Samantha Aho Sammyaho6942@gmail.com General public Making all these boats change the kind of crab posts is absolutely the silliest thing around. All this is going to do is kill our community's. How dare this even be a issue. 

2/15/26 11:33:19 Nicole Pedersen Nicole.pedersen@hotmail.com General public Please deny the current petition to revise and further restrict commercial dungeness fishing in Oregon. I'm a lifelong Oregonian and have friends, neighbors, and associates who are in the industry, however 
it requires no such ties to see that this petition is unduly harmful to commercial fishermen, their families, the economy, and subsequently tax payers as a whole.  Not only that, but it is entirely  
unnecessary; federal data notes that whale populations have been on the rise healthily.  Please reject this permanent, harmful revision.

2/15/26 11:37:24 Larry Reiber larryr@scovillereiber.com General public Can you provide data on the Whale population growth or decline over the past 10 years? With that can you provide data as to the growth or decline of entanglements? Can this, entanglements, be 
provided as a percentage of the whale population on a yearly basis or as each census was taken per year taken. Thanks

2/15/26 11:08:04 Tony Pettis emailtonypettis@gmail.com commercial 
Fisherman

My name is Tony Pettis. I am a 3rd generation commercial fisherman. I am the owner and captain of the F/V Heidi Sue out of Newport, Oregon.

I take a lot of pride in the fact that the Dungeness Crab fishery is a major economic driver for the State of Oregon. My boat is a small business that directly supports 5 families with living wage jobs, but this 
is just the start of the story. The responsible and sustainable harvest of natural resources like Dungeness Crab brings new money into the state and national economy that everyone benefits from.

I have major concerns about this petition for many of reasons, and I know that you are hearing a lot about my concerns from other stakeholders as well. Out of respect for your time, I am going to try to 
limit redundancy by focusing on just one of my concerns. The concern at the front of my mind is that this petition aims to sever the relationship stakeholders have built over decades of working together 
towards real world solutions to management issues.

We as fishermen and women have worked hard alongside fishery managers, scientists, NGO's and many others to find real world solutions to complex problems for generations. We have built trust on 
shared values, and a shared goal of protecting and enhancing ecosystems while at the same time supporting thriving industries that our state and national economy depend upon.

I am asking you to reject this petition, because it aims to destroy these vital relationships. We have made great progress in the management of the crab fishery, and yes, there is more work to be done. This 
work will require collaboration and cooperation and should not be allowed to be hijacked by this petition.

For the sake of all current and future Oregonians, please reject this petition.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Tony Pettis - F/V Heidi Sue

2/15/26 14:07:51 Hank Yolman Namloyfisheriesllc@gmail.com Commercial 
fisherman

Please don’t change commercial fishing whale entanglement buoy line regulations.

2/15/26 14:33:49 Matt Freedman drmatt@yahoo.com general public I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.

2/15/26 14:37:19 Eli Ingibjorgk80@gmail.com Fisherman We are already some of the most heavily regulated fisheries in the world. More rules and regulations are just going to further harm fishermen and their families. 

      

                                
                          

               

                                  
                                   

                 

                                   
                                 

                      

                                        
                                 

          

                             
                               

                            
                                

Such a policy would promote fleet consolidation in a fair manner, supporting both economic viability and generational transitions within the industry.  

Beyond economics, this restructuring would significantly improve the quality of life for captains, crew, and shore workers. The current model often requires working day and night during those initial 
intense weeks, leading extreme fatigue and heightened safety risks on the water. Lack of sleep is a well-documented predictor of long-term mental health issues, and this grueling schedule is both 
dangerous and unhealthy. A slower harvest would promote a healthier work-life balance, reducing burnout and accidents while allowing shore workers to process catches at a manageable pace. In essence, 
these changes would create a safer, more sustainable lifestyle for everyone in the industry.  

I urge ODFW to consider these reforms as part of ongoing discussions on fishery management. 
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2/15/26 15:01:18 Joe Salvey Kaelebelle@gmail.com Permit holder 

vessel owner 
captain and 
employer

Dear ODFW commission please reject this petition in its entirety!

If you allow this petition to go through, it will effectively put my vessel and my permit out of business. I do not have the capabilities or the vessel to implement this unstudied un verified pop-up Gear.  I am 
already on the smaller scale of crab vessels, implementing any part of this petition, will financially devastate my business, render me, incapable of hiring employees, and put my vessel and my crew in 
unsafe situations jeopardizing our lives. 

This impact will cause financial hardship and financial ruin for the industry!

You have a population of Whales that based on NOAA’S own stock assessment is showing strong recovery trends and exceeding scientific expectations. With populations increasing at significant annual rate 
rates showing that whale populations were stable or increasing and existing measures in place were not preventing the recovery of this species.

Noaa has already rejected one of these money grab petitions by these NGO’S. 

I ask you commission members responsible for Oregon economic resource to completely deny this petition in entirety!

Thank you
J  S l2/15/26 15:08:47 James and Sharon 

Erb
jimerb51@msn.com General Public My wife and I are coastal residents. We respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635 Division  5 governing the Oregon 

Commercial Dungeness crab fishery. Bring a coastal resident I care deeply about our coastal communities that depend on a stable responsibly managed crab season. This petition would put many of the 
smaller boats out of business. This at a time when small business is struggling and many large employers are leaving the state. Unemployment in Oregon is nearly the highest in America. Whale populations 
are stable and increasing according to all the best available science that  I have seen. The Dungeness crab fishery is prized by consumers and is Oregon’s most valuable single species commercial fishery. It 
supports vessels, processors, and coastal families. The petition’s proposal would eliminate the significant fishing opportunity and impose substantial cost without a credible economic analysis or resolution 
of safety and enforcement concerns. Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.                  

2/15/26 15:18:50 Linda Beyer lindalbeyer@gmail.com general public 
and close friends

“ If it’s Not Broke, Don’t Fix It “
I strongly urge the Fish and Wildlife Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking
Amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 to Revise Commercial Dungeness Crab Fishery Rules.  The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single - species commercial fishery.  It supports 
vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide.  This petition proposal would eliminate significant fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs - essentially, affecting 
and “BREAKING” many.  These are YOUR Friends and Neighbor as well as Mine!
For these reasons, I’m asking you to deny this petition. 
Respectfully,
Linda Beyer

2/15/26 15:46:43 Stacie Frye Frye448@gmail.com Spouse of 
Commercial 
Crabber

We live in a small town. We have small town jobs. I work at a local school and my husband is a commercial fisherman. Our livelihood is his income. He works for a small town, family run operation, who 
don’t have the money necessary for all these un-tried changes you want to implement. I understand whales are an important factor and I would never want untoward harm to them. But in reality, how 
much would this benefit them? They will still get struck by ships, attacked by predators, die from natural causes. Should we take all ships out of the water to prevent any ship strikes? 

2/15/26 15:40:08 Roy Hale Dorryfishing@gmail.com Commercial 
Fisherman

How many whales has crab gear actually killed in Oregon? How many per year? When whale biologists tell me things like whale harassment like the whale watching trips out of depoe bay keep the whales 
from reproducing. Yet no one is going after them. That tells me it’s not really the whales that you’re trying to save. 
I think the new pop up gear is going to take the backbone of the crab fishery meaning the smaller boats out of the fishery. The Oregon commercial fishery is becoming a large boat only fishery. That is 
wrong to create more rules that handy caps or keeps the small boats from making a profit. 
There are so many things that man can do to help all fisheries but they do not seem interested in helping. Just run off smaller commercial fisherman.

2/15/26 15:55:37 Richard K Davey Taxwires*comcast.net Small tax business I have customers that this change will put them out of business. Then I will lose their business. So it will be adverse to the Oregon economy in many ways. 

2/15/26 16:02:36 Melanie Beetham Seawindestate@gmail.com General public Please shut this down & keep our small communities thriving

2/15/26 16:05:26 Jose Alfaro Mralfaro@gmail.com General I have fish in the Oregon coast for the past 4 years. 
2/15/26 16:16:39 Joanne Alfonse Joalfonse1@gmail.com General public This would be devastating. Oregon is built by loggers and fishermen.  My ancestors all in fisheries.  The idea is far fetched and wrong!  MUST BE STOPPED.  We rely on the fishing industry.  Very bad people 

are trying to ruin this state.  
2/15/26 13:11:36 Julian Seth 

Whitsett 
sethwhitsett@hotmail.com Permit and boat 

owner
These measures would greatly impact my small business, and the well being of my family as well as the people that work for us and their families.  We employ 3 full time deck hands, plus countless dollars 
spent at the shipyard on welders, electricians, mechanics, and laborers.  There are measures we are currently taking to reduce entanglement risk and we are continuing to add to those measures as we 
learn more of what poses significant threat.   Please deny this proposal and let the fisherman and whale working group come up with a better plan.  Thanks for your time.

2/15/26 16:31:18 Sam Juliussen Oregonsurfer07@hotmail.com Commercial 
Fisherman, 
Captain F/V 
Nicole Marie

Hello, 
My name is Sam Juliussen. I’m the captain of the F/V Nicole Marie, a commercial crabber/troller based out of Garibaldi, Oregon.
I am writing in opposition to petition from CBD to amend OAR Chapter 635, Division 5.
These proposed changes spell the end for many small fishing based businesses up and down the coast. Fisherman that cannot afford the gear change over or whose boats are simply not equipped to utilize 
the untested “pop-up” gear. Fewer fisherman means fewer crab being delivered, fewer processors, fewer groceries and fuel sold etc. 
The lifeblood of many Oregon Coastal communities is Commercial Fishing. For these communities, this petition means less tourism, fewer boats, and ultimately fewer jobs in an already upset economy. 

2/15/26 16:44:06 Melanie Olson Olsonfamily2420@gmail.com Public This legislatiion is built entirely on emotion from a single incident and unfortunately in Oregon, that is too often enough to significantly damage an entire industry and the hundreds of families that it 
supports. I urge you to consider the science that West Coast hump back whale numbers are increasing and the crabbing industry is already heavy regulated. Will this addiitonal restriction be another nail in 
the coffin for the natural resource industries in Oregon? Will Salem then somehow save the thousands of jobs, families, and communities that depend on this sustainable industry? Seems like Oregon has 
more pressing matters. 

2/15/26 16:57:29 John D. Smith john@wccharters.com Retired fisherman 
and currently 
owner/operator 
of TrapMaster. A 
company for 
fishermen.

This should not be considered at all. There is nothing wrong with the current rules and regulations that are in place at this time. These people proposing this petition are all about ending commercial fishing 
as we know it. Use logic and tested science not emotion to make rules and regulations.



Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 
2/15/26 16:57:06 Mark Woolsey coastdiesel@yahoo.com Marine diesel 

sales and service 
business owner

A crab fisherman who cares a lot for the whales and the crabbing industry recently told me something interesting.  "Whales can be like dogs; you see smart ones and you see very dumb ones".  Work the 
problem from there.

2/15/26 17:17:21 John Alto springpersuader@gmail.com Commercial 
salmon, tuna, and 
crab fisherman

The recovery of humpback whales has existed for over 50 years right alongside the dungeness crab fishery.  The fact that the whale population has exploded exponentially proves that there is absolutely no 
risk of affecting humpback whale populations with conventional crab gear.  Any further regulation on Oregon's crab fleet will do nothing but drive small vulnerable coastal communities to the brink.  Thus 
far the measure's taken by dungeness crabbers to mitigate whale entanglements has been expensive and industry has bore 100% of the financial burden.  This latest move against the crab fleet is just 
another in a long string of attacks by special interest NGOs against commercial fishing.  The petitioner's have been in an all out war on harvesters on every coastline in America.  Rather than focus their 
efforts on IUU foreign fishing fleets they have directed all energy on harming hard working American fishermen who participate in the most regulated and sustainable fisheries on this planet.  This petition 
at face value is about whales, this is the short game.  The long game is to regulate us out of business.  Please do not consider this petition.  Oregon doesn't need special interest groups dictating science and 
policy.

2/15/26 17:35:23 Elizabeth Laver-
Holencik

Eholencik@gmail.com General public Please do not restrict crabbing.  Whales die, but not enough to restrict crabbing.  I am a big environmentalist but I know there is a trade off between humans and animals.  The petition seems too extreme 
without more research.   

2/15/26 17:48:11 Brian Eickhoff brianeickhoff@icloud.com Fisherman Please don’t change the current management plan 
2/15/26 17:49:52 David Pyle davidpyle@gmail.com Commercial 

Fishing
My name is David Pyle owner operator of the F/V Pacific Pacer, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 
governing the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.
David Pyle

2/15/26 17:57:58 Renee Tarabochia reneet13@gmail.com general puplic My families job would be on the line.  

2/15/26 18:29:56 Michelle clawson Michelleclaw40@gmail.com Public The crab fishing industry has given up enough.  Please don't take what little they have left.

2/15/26 18:24:08 Laurie Mills Lauriem97756@yahoo.com Commercial crab 
boat owner

We need to stop making it impossible for these small business owners to be able to make a living. My husband’s boat doesn’t even make enough for him to collect a paycheck. The way all the prices 
continue to go up and then new regulations and special interest groups want to put more regulations on these fishermen, by the time they pay fuel, insurance premiums, boat moorage, labor, bait, all the 
different licenses and documentations and boat payments, there isn’t much left for them to live on. 

2/15/26 18:54:11 Morris Huckeba Huck.oregon@gmail.com General public Leve the crab rules jest like that are 
2/15/26 18:51:17 Rory Cartharius Rjcartharius@gmail.com Public Did you know the whale that beached around November I believe had zero crab line on it and then all of a sudden there is a whole shot on it coiled up nice? Makes me very concerned on why people are 

attacking hard working folk I mean shrimp prices in 1984 were .54 cent and 2025 it was around 48cent how is this fair? But back to the subject the whale population has been growing and if you ever go 
out to open ocean you can see them as far as your eye can see 😳😳 noaa has truly done the commercial fishing fleet a disservice and I’m truly disappointed in fish and game for holding important meetings 
during the middle of the season so people don’t show, if you don’t think I know that People other than Russell that made money off of this ridiculous line change your crazy I’m going to find this corruption 
and prosecute them but that fact is that you are forcing crews and captains to do unpaid work so I will be sending a invoice and I expect to be paid In full

2/15/26 19:18:28 Adrian spithill adrienspithill@gmail.com Commercial 
fisherman 

This is not a proven to be safe it is dangerous out there and could ruien a lot of jobs 

2/15/26 19:21:27 Darrell Harper darrellharper1234@hotmail.co
m

Boat 
owner/operator  
F.V. Sealionlll 

I would would  ask that this petition  be rejected entirely.  The Idea of moving towards pop up gear is ridiculous.  There's  no proof it would even help just someone's idea. In a full production crab season.  
It would  cause more harm than good to the ocen an the fleet. Whale populations are increasing at 7 to 10 percent exponentially the last 10 years with a life span of 60 to.80yr. I would say what you are 
doing is working fine. I see more Grey whales every year than I do humpback where I crab an there are zero Grey whale entanglement. An they do.get sick an die of natural causes. 

2/15/26 19:37:22 Eathan Eathayon@gmail.com General public This is insane and will take so many jobs away. Please don’t do this 
2/15/26 19:28:55 Connie Kennedy ckennedy1276@charter.net Fishing family Oregon already has very thorough fisheries management plans for Dungeness Crab. And all fisheries in Oregon are managed. Changing that in this way is going to hurt fishermen, vessel owners, processors, 

fishing families, port communities, grocery stores, restaurants, schools, and on down the line. Why this would be allowed to stand is crazy. The fact that a whole industry could be impacted by this is 
beyond imaginable. Whales do die and often come into the beach to do so. The whales are plentiful. 

2/15/26 19:34:20 Juan Aguilera Aguileracarlos10@gmail.com General public We don’t need changes to our commercial crabbing regulations or sport fisheries. It may not be a perfect system but it works and does very little harm in the big picture. This would cripple fishermen and 
markets, retailers, and ultimately the consumers.

2/15/26 19:47:55 Colleen Sederlin cmsederlin1971@gmail.com general public Implore you to not make any changes to the crabbing industry. Leave things as they are!!!!



Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 
2/15/26 19:52:57 Georgon Lapham georgonlapham@gmail.com Owner/operator 

F/V Michele Ann

2/15/26 20:36:02 Russ Diede Rdiede@nstractor.com Owner operator 
of 300 pot permit 
F/V Casino

I would love to see at least a 20% pot reduction starting from day one. I would like to see a 75fathom limit put on this would definitely stop the derelict gear from the deep from boats the don’t look for a 
lost pot.  I do  believe in 40% reduction in may for summer crabbing.
  I think if we try this and see what happens before we give up on conventional crabbing and in the summer move the fathom line into 30 fathoms 

2/15/26 20:44:14 Aaron Lloyd Alloyd1357@gmail.com Commercial crab 
fisherman 

Stop with this nonsense of over regulation. You are breaking an industry. 

2/15/26 20:50:07 Eddy lon miner 3970 marshall avenue My friend works 
on fishing boats 

I support fishing boats 

2/15/26 20:49:47 David Carney d_carney1@yahoo.com General public

2/15/26 21:08:21 Tessa Knowlton Knowtorius13@gmail.com General public I ask that you deny this petition.

My name is David Carney, and I respectfully ask the Commission to reject the December 2025 petition proposing sweeping changes to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5, which governs Oregon’s commercial 
Dungeness crab fishery.

I strongly support whale conservation, and I also care deeply about the coastal communities that rely on a stable and responsibly managed crab season. These goals are not in conflict. Oregon has 
demonstrated that it can protect marine life while sustaining working waterfronts through thoughtful, science-based management.

The petition before you seeks to impose rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already actively reducing risk and coordinating with federal partners. That 
approach is unnecessary and premature.

In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition that raised comparable concerns about West Coast whale impacts and sought mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA determined that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing protections were not hindering recovery, and that the requested actions were not warranted. That 
decision provides important context here.

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and this Commission are already implementing meaningful measures, including pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear 
removal programs, and in-season adaptive management. The Department is also advancing experimental pop-up gear testing, finalizing Oregon’s Conservation Plan, and pursuing a federal Incidental Take 
Permit. Completing that Conservation Plan and moving through the ITP process is the responsible, durable path toward long-term compliance and effective conservation.

The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery. It supports independent vessels, processors, and coastal families throughout the state. The petition’s proposals 
would significantly reduce fishing opportunity and impose serious economic costs without a credible Oregon-specific economic analysis, and without resolving practical safety and enforcement concerns. 
Major structural changes to a fishery of this scale should be grounded in sound data and real-world feasibility.

Oregon’s strength has always been its ability to respond adaptively to changing ocean conditions. Preserving that flexible, science-driven management framework is essential.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based efforts to continue.

Thank you for your time and careful consideration of this important matter.

I am a second-generation commercial fisherman from Lincoln County, Oregon. I have been crabbing for 21 years, and more recently I have been encouraged to see my generation become more aware of 
and actively involved in fisheries management. Being part of this generational shift has motivated me to engage more deeply in the management of and advocacy for our economically and culturally vital 
commercial fishing industry.
I currently serve on the following bodies:

Oregon Dungeness Crab Advisory Committee
Groundfish Advisory Subpanel, Pacific Fishery Management Council
Marine Resources Education Program Steering Committees
West Coast Take Reduction Team

My involvement has given me a deep appreciation for fisheries management and the critical role that stakeholders play as stewards of public resources. The collaborative process among scientists, industry, 
and managers — grounded in the best available science — gives me confidence that the positive generational changes I am seeing will continue.

The fisheries management systems in the United States, particularly on the West Coast, are widely regarded as transparent, effective, and sustainable. They are frequently cited as models that other nations 
seek to emulate. It is important to remember that this management system, and the Dungeness crab fishery in particular, has coexisted with the recovery of the two distinct population segments of 
humpback whales of greatest concern (Mexico DPS and Central America DPS) — from roughly 500 individuals in 1990 to more than 4,000 today.

The recent increase in entanglements is certainly cause for concern and warrants ongoing evaluation of how the fishery can continue to adapt in order to reduce entanglement risk while remaining 
economically viable. This process should be collaborative and ongoing, involving scientists, managers, and industry stakeholders. If, instead, we begin accepting management measures by petition — not 
because of their scientific merit, but out of fear of litigation — we risk eroding the very values that have made our fisheries management system so well respected.
While conservation organizations can and do play an important role, the current petition before the Commission, though legally valid due to the fishery’s noncompliance with the ESA and MMPA, does not 
move the fishery closer to compliance if it is granted. The petitioners are correct to highlight our noncompliance with federal law, but there is no justification for those same parties to then dictate specific 
management measures that do not actually remedy the violation.

Accepting this petition and diverting staff time to analyze the requested changes would only delay the ongoing collaborative work already underway to bring the fishery into compliance with the ESA and 
MMPA. I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the petition and instead focus on data-driven, testable, and stakeholder-inclusive measures that will bring the fishery into compliance while preserving this 
iconic public resource for future generations.
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2/15/26 21:08:29 Katie  Owens Katielo537@gmail.com General public My name is Katie Owens, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 

Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.
Katie Owens

2/15/26 21:17:53 Cody Dew Codydew29@icloud.com General public Keep coastal communities alive and thriving please 
2/15/26 21:28:22 Eric Hooper hfaloha97@gmail.com 48 year 

commercial 
fisherman. Owner 
operator of the 
fishing vessel 
Aloha in 
Brookings Oregon 
crab permit holder 

I am letting you know I oppose the Oregon department of Fish and Wildlife Commission adopting any recommendations from the Center for Biological Diversity petition submitted for review on February 
twentieth. Fishery management should be apolitical. It should be a collaborative, adaptive approach based on science and the welfare of Oregons marine environment and communities. It should only be 
collaborative with entities that strive for the same goals, a sustainable and healthy ecosystem and communities or a conservation strategy. The petition is brought by an organization that is a serial litigator 
interested in a preservation mandate not conservation. If the State entertains this petition it will transform our collaborative scientific approach to politics. The state will have denied the collaborative 
engagement with its local fishing communities in exchange for a collaborative relationship with an international NGO that has demonstrated our way of life and fishing communities are of no importance. 
Thank you for your consideration 

2/15/26 21:39:59 Fredrick Berry Fredvicb@gmail.com General public You need to Deny this petition and follow the science. Been telling my friends that one day us recreational fishermen won't be able to crab in ocean just bays. 
This hole thing reminds me of the spotted owl thing that was shoved on us and we know how that turned out

2/15/26 21:54:22 Anne Olsofka artdogor@hotmail.com General puplic Deny this petition and allow Oregon’s current science-based process to continue.
2/15/26 21:55:37 Naomi Boe Naomiwarnock@aol.com General public Deny this petition and allow current science based conditions to continue
2/15/26 21:54:59 Jordan long Papi.rocks9999@gmail.com General public I have 2 friends who this affects and I know they work hard and provide a great duty to our state. 
2/15/26 21:59:46 Barbara Lane Barbara_anne_lane@yahoo.co

m
General public Please do not do this thing as it will kill the small fishermen

2/15/26 22:15:51 Josh Fergusson Fergusson.josh@icloud.com  No I truly hope this gets revised
2/15/26 22:32:42 Christopher 

Douglass 
Fishingdoogie@gmail.com General Public - 

Recreational 
Angler & Crabber

Oregon’s commercial & recreational crabbing technique & technology do not impose undue risk to whale entanglement to prompt any further regulation or restriction. Your own data (ODFW or NOAA) 
shows that whale species are still in a population growth trend, not decline.
More unnecessary regulations or restrictions will only hurt and destroy our rural coastal communities, not “save the whales”.

Respectfully,
Christopher Douglass
5th Generation Oregonian

Lebanon, OR
2/16/26 0:13:15 Josh Schuon Schuon_services@yahoo.com Fisherman Am curious 

2/16/26 0:27:55 Brian Van Gundy bvgundy@gmail.com General public 
former deckhand

The current programs have shown to be moving the needle in the right direction.  

2/16/26 1:45:53 Wesley Rue wesleyrue12@gmail.com General Public Save our Fishing and Crabing Fishers 
2/16/26 2:59:14 Terrel pope Terrel_pope@yahoo.com Permit holder If you’re really trying to save a couple whales,  you should take actions that will help the whales the most.   For instance.   Traffic lanes need to be used by tankers as well.   They are the biggest contributor 

to lost gear.   Maybe put a speed reduction on them near the coast.   We all know that a sick whale washing up on the beach is going to get entangled in gear in the surf 80 percent of the time.   Here we are 
taking the blame every time one makes it to shore and rolls around in the surf.   Too many jobs at risk.  Your whole coast is fishing and crabbing.  Maybe get rid of the reckless sporties,  who have no idea 
what there doing .  

2/16/26 4:16:34 John smith Josmith2128@hotmail.com General public This is ridiculous 
2/16/26 4:30:18 Tim k vollins Oneribshy2@gmail.com Citizen Let the guys n girls fish NO MORE RESTRICTIONS.
2/16/26 5:51:43 Ray Driscoll wrtimber2011@gmail.com public We all must survive. Crab fishermen are part of the ecosystem, also. Stop with the rules. Whales are showing an increase in numbers. 
2/16/26 5:59:42 Vincent Doyle vdoyle707@gmail.com General public Harvesting Dungeness crab is vital to local economies.
2/16/26 6:34:55 Cody Codyrc26@gmail.com General piblic This fishery is important to out states income crab is served all over the state and is an income for many businesses not just fisherman from truck drivers to warehouse workers and resteraunts it should be 

also considered a huge source of protein without adding more cattle farms in place of this.
2/16/26 6:34:29 Jacob mikoleit Jmikoleit@outlook.com General public Id like to ask that the revision of the crabbing rules does not go forward, our communities will struggle to get by with the fact we are already losing other commercial fishing opportunities 
2/16/26 6:12:08 Yuri Prasoloff Yuriprasoloff@yahoo.com Boat: Jena C.  26ft 

Dory Permit: 200 
pot   : Oregon 

Hello to all, this petition needs to be thrown out! I've been to the meetings and listened. Im not qualified to make a decision on whale migration and species,so lets use good accurate science for this 
process! With the current rules the whale population is increasing. Gear reduction to 40% is a business ender for all of us and a month early, that means I can only use 120 out of my 200 pots. I don't 
understand why you don't use a tere system if we actually have to go there. The little guys always seemed to get fucked. Let me give you an example of what fair is. Most of or if not all of the big boats with 
500 or dual permits are done by the proposed date,  why not do this: 500 pots 40%. 300pots 30% 200pots 20% inside 40 fathoms. That's worst case scenario . Starting May 1st of each year. Pop up gear is a 
financial business ender for the small guys, just getting new colored line has been a financial hit without any support from the state. There are so many areas where pop up gear can't work hard spots, reefs 
etc, where you have to make strategic drops that are not in straight line. Thank for for reading this, Yuri.
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2/16/26 6:51:46 Joe Quashnick Salmon_snatcher3@live.com Boat Owner and 

Captain 
This petition would severely hinder how I operate my business and put my employees out of work. I don’t have a boat capable of using long line pop up gear. I’m a smaller boat in the fleet that fishes into 
the summer months. This proposed petition would put me out of work only a couple months into the season if we were to get delayed because of the other issues such as meat quality and domoic acid. 

We are spending a huge amount of money changing crab lines and taking measures to ensure we don’t get entanglements. Please do more research before you start taking away part out our livelihoods. 

Joe Quashnick 
F/V Leigh High- Owner Operator 
F/V Patriot Owner 

2/16/26 7:07:29 Terry Fisher tmfisher57@yahoo.com General public This is stupid. I've lived in Oregon my whole life. I've never heard of, or seen. Even on the news. Of a whale entanglement with dungeoness crab gear. Oh! I'm also a fisherman. Started in Newport and now 
fish in Alaska. This is just a liberal, bunny hugging witch hunt. Whale populations are blowing up. This really is a non issue, that's costing tax dollars.

2/16/26 7:25:27 Aleasha Profitt Aleasha_hargitt@yahoo.com General public Please stop this petition. Our fisheries need science and backed science not more "bleeding hearts" solutions.
2/16/26 7:51:29 Melissa Moon-Suit Melissamoonsuit@gmail.com General public I am opposed to the revision of commercial dungeness crab fishery  rules. 

2/16/26 7:48:31 Marlene Acker marlene@nehalemtel.net general public DO NOT DESTROY THIS ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY.  The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery. It supports deckhands, processors, small businesses, and entire 
coastal communities. It supports state and local revenue, including funding that flows to schools and public services. West Coast humpback whale populations have been growing for decades. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration stock assessments show strong recovery trends, with some populations increasing at meaningful annual rates. In 2022, NOAA denied a similar petition because the 
best available science showed whale populations were stable or increasing, and existing measures were not preventing recovery.  They have already reduced pots, added depth restrictions and required 
gear marking. Also invested in derelict gear removal, used in-season adaptive management. The state is actively working on a Conservation Plan and pursuing a federal Incidental Take Permit to ensure long-
term compliance and whale protection. 

2/16/26 7:50:42 Michelle Mease Meeshminx@gmail.com Small business 
owner

My husband and I have invested our life savings and gone into massive debt to start our crab fishing business and provide a livlihood for our 2 kids and someday a retirement for ourselves. My retired 
parents(also crab boat owners) are also completely reliant on the crab fishery for their retirement. These new potential regulations would ruin our lives along with thousands of other coastal families and 
for what? the whale population is growing,  its thriving! We need to base regulations on facts and not emotions. Commercial crabbing is an extremely sustainable industry providing healthy wild protein for 
people all over the world and that needs to be protected! 

2/16/26 8:03:27 Trevor Burningham Ex-fisherman This insane and over the top non-sense. I understand but the self deploying pots are more subject to failure. You will be hurting our costal economy lively hood and families. If people are concerned about 
whales they need to stop supporting using cargo ships to transport goods. How many cargo ships kill whales every year and ho unheard of …. There are some many rules we already have to follow to 
comply with state and federal regulations. Please re think this and dont make an irrational choice which will devastate thousand of people. Most of these fisherman give back to the community with large 
donations that support local youth sport and many other great organizations .  

2/16/26 8:08:21 Amber Taunton Altaunton@gmail.com Commercial 
Fishing family

We care about crabbing and whales. Please slow this process down and listen to the families 

2/16/26 8:42:01 Kari Budge Kbudge3@gmail.com General public ODFW please do not replace evidence-based scientific practices already in place that work with “feel good” nonsense that will ultimately affect all families in Oregon through the economic impact these 
policy changes would inevitably cause.

2/16/26 8:44:33 Brad Beaverking64@gmail.com Commissioner Please do not vote this in. Being a deckhand of 13 years and wanting to purchase a crab boat this would put the grasps of owning my own boat out of reach. 
2/16/26 8:51:01 Scott edson Scottjamesedson@gmail.com California 

commercial 
fisherman

If Oregon follows Californias model of crab fishing with limited time limited gear and dangerous pop up devices it will devastate the fleet and all that depend on it.  California coastal communities that used 
to thrive on crab fishing have turned in to ghost towns, drug havens, and are rampant with crime.  This will happen to Oregon as well if they following our model of crab fishing.  Expect a sharp increase in 
violent, non violent, and drug crimes.  

2/16/26 9:16:22 Kimberly Larkin K.larkin2092@gmail.com General public I too support whale environment and crab fisheries. I believe Oregon already has a good program and balance of the two. 
2/16/26 9:47:58 When you submit 

this form, it will 
not automatically 
collect your 
details like name 
and email address 
unless you 
provide it yourself.

When you submit this form, it 
will not automatically collect 
your details like name and 
email address unless you 
provide it yourself.

When you submit 
this form, it will 
not automatically 
collect your 
details like name 
and email address 
unless you 
provide it yourself.

I encourage you and your colleagues to review the analyses commissioned by the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries evaluating the feasibility and economic costs of on-demand gear use in New 
England lobster fisheries. Many of the lessons, unanswered questions, and socioeconomic considerations are applicable to this discussion. You can access the analyses at bit.ly/ropeless-report and 
bit.ly/ropeless-economics-2

2/16/26 10:37:21 Mary Tucker graybealm@yahoo.com General public Once again,  here i am , a 49 year Oregon resident and I am having to write a testimony to stand up for one of Oregons top industrys because someone feels the need to not look at the whole picture and 
make changes that will dramatically impact our crab fleet. This industry is highly regulated as it is, just like our natural resources in this state and if you look at what's already been done , its working. I dont 
understand why out of state non profits that make their living off of conservation and who have no idea what is really going on in the sea can sway our elected politicians to make changes that will shut this 
industry down and cost Oregon not only revenue but the men and woman who sacrifice there lives for this occupation their jobs and livelihood. Please step back and look at the real data and picture. Stop 
over regulating that can ultimately cause closing of even more industry in this state.

2/16/26 10:56:10 Debra Byrd Bde294@aol.com General public It's time to get real! To even think about this plan is a tragic shame! All it does is ruin lives and businesses of people who live and work in our communities. I am AGAINST the passage and implementation of 
this harmful, ideological, idiotic plan! Listen to those who ACTUALLY KNOW ABOUT THE REALITY!

2/16/26 10:50:30 Jody Daub murfydink@yahoo.com general public Do not restrict the crab industry any further, as being from the West Coast, going to buy property on the Dungeness river, having a son who was a crab fisherman, and missing out on good crab meat here 
in Idaho and wishing for a better supply.  We do not want the Dungeness industry eliminated or regulated, any more.  

2/16/26 11:13:16 Tasha Dattilo Tah_roxie@yahoo.com General public My families lives depend on this industry that has been around for generations. Please do not take it away as so many lives would be ruined. 
2/16/26 11:28:06 Chris Davis chrisdavis@gmail.com Charleston 

Resident
I do not support this petition
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2/16/26 11:34:09 Kristina Pankey klpankey@yahoo.com Family of 

fisherman 
I respectfully urge you to deny the current petition seeking sweeping, permanent changes to Oregon’s Dungeness crab fishery.

I strongly support whale conservation and believe protecting marine mammals must remain a priority. However, I also believe policy decisions should be grounded in the best available science and tailored 
to Oregon’s specific circumstances. These goals are not mutually exclusive.

West Coast humpback whale populations have shown long-term recovery trends, and federal stock assessments have documented growth in several distinct population segments. In 2022, NOAA denied a 
similar petition, citing evidence that whale populations were stable or increasing and that existing management measures were not impeding recovery.

Oregon has already implemented substantial protective measures, including pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear marking requirements, derelict gear retrieval programs, and adaptive in-season 
management. The state is actively developing a comprehensive Conservation Plan and pursuing a federal Incidental Take Permit to ensure long-term compliance and whale protection.

The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery. It sustains fishing families, processors, small businesses, and entire coastal communities. Abrupt, rigid mandates 
adopted through petition—rather than through Oregon’s established science-based and adaptive management process—could destabilize those communities without demonstrable conservation benefit.

This is not a choice between whales and working waterfronts. It is a choice between adaptive, evidence-based management and permanent mandates that may not reflect Oregon-specific data or current 
recovery trends.

Please allow Oregon’s existing science-driven process to continue and deny this petition.

Thank you for your time and service.

2/16/26 11:31:21 Brian Ansley fishin_fool61@yahoo.com Concerned citizen I am strictly OPPOSED to any rigid state regulation that affects the livelihoods of so many Oregonians. There is enough science provided by NOAA and federal agencies to determine what crabbing/fishing 
regulations should be. There is no need for any further restrictions to an already stable and sustainable fishery. This is nothing more than state government overreach in this industry, along with just about 
every other industry in this state. There is nothing about this change that is beneficial to anyone or any animal. It is based more off "feelings and emotions" than science. SCIENCE and DATA are the only 2 
things that need to determine regulations and I vehemently oppose anything that tries to change that.

2/16/26 11:37:32 Dawna Kennedy Dawnak@comcast.net General public, 
recreational 
crabbing and 
fishing

We respect the whales and care deeply about maintaining balance between marine wildlife and our seafood industry.  We have family members who have been in the fishing industry for many years, and 
feel there is no need for more and more restrictions to their livelihood, as long as the current laws are being followed.

2/16/26 11:44:56 Vanessa Keys vkeys89@gmail.com General public There is no reason to revise Oregon  fisheries 
2/16/26 11:51:57 Gerald Bates Jbates@peak.org Former 

processor/fisherm
an for over 60 
years

Our Dungeness fishery is over 100 years old. Our crab stocks remain sustainable and it is an economic lifeline to thousands of families, workers, local businesses and fishermen.

The whale population has been strongly increasing and is in by no means, threatened in any meaningful manner.

Far more die from natural causes, predation by Killer Whales and ship strikes than the rare crab line entanglement. This issue presented is comparable to protecting Mice because of their cute whiskers.

This whole issue is purely emotionally charged, lacks scientific founding and is pursued by greedy pseudo environmental groups hoping to win huge financial gains.

The general public needs to be truly informed by ODFW and NMFS as to the population growth, how healthy the whale stocks are and the huge importance of the Dungeness is to the Coastal and State 
economy.

The emotional outbursts by so many uninformed need ready, visible points of information to explain all of the above.
Thank You
Gerald ( Jerry) Bates
Siletz, Or

2/16/26 12:08:12 Lisa Esch Toreysmyride@gmail.com General Public , 
Friends of 
Fisherman !

I Believe this Bill would Devestate the Fishing Industry, and our small communities.Not only the Fishing community ,but as a whole in general financially ! 

2/16/26 13:11:52 M. Phillips Camaromike1975@gmail.com General public Whale populations have been increasing in recent years with crab buoys still floating.
Where commercial pots are set in shallow waters. If caught in buoys lines it because the currents drug the pot into deep waters!! WE DO NOT NEED TO CHANGE THE RULES!!

2/16/26 13:18:48 Deborah Ann 
Howard

Glendalegal65@gmail.com General public Leave well enough alone. Taking away the livelihood of hard working people is not the solution. This industry has built all of the coast and inland communities. It would cripple families, businesses and 
communities. Getting less politics involved and more working folks input should matter. We PAY the taxes!!
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2/16/26 13:45:29 Amber Smith swtthang123@gmail.com General public My name is Amber Smith, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 

Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.

2/16/26 13:43:52 Anna Capri Anna.c.capri@gmail.com General public, 
previous owner in 
Oregon 
Dungeness 

I respectfully urge regulators to consider a voluntary permit buyback program as an alternative to across-the-board pot reductions. If the goal is to reduce whale entanglement risk, the most effective 
approach is to permanently reduce the number of vessels operating in the fishery. Fewer vessels means fewer total pots and, most importantly, fewer vertical lines in the water column — directly lowering 
entanglement risk.

A buyback program administered by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife would reduce overall gear while preserving economic viability for the remaining operators. Rather than spreading financial 
strain across the entire fleet, this approach provides a structural solution that supports whale conservation, safety, and long-term fishery sustainability.

2/16/26 13:25:08 Roy Pitts fairlyhonestroy@yahoo.com general public, 
registered voter 

Deny this petition and allow Oregon’s current science-based process to continue. Dungeness crab fishery and whale conservation are not in conflict. At Risk are families, processors, small businesses, the 
entire coastal communities.

2/16/26 13:51:21 Abel bill4reak@gmail.com Commercial 
fishermen 

Please stop the petition for Oregon crabbers

2/16/26 13:58:58 Janice Langlinais janice@VisitOAC.com Visitor & 
Convention 
Bureau

Chair Mary Wahl, Vice-Chair Becky Hatfield-Hyde, and members of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission:

As the Executive Director of the Coos Bay-North Bend-Charleston Visitor and Convention Bureau, I am urging you to deny the modifications proposed for the commercial Dungeness crab fishery 
regulations. This is a vital industry to the Oregon Coast, and particularly my community. 

Fishers and processors aren’t the only ones who benefit from this industry. Fresh, local seafood is one of the top reasons that visitors come to the Oregon Coast. Demand for crab will continue to be strong. 
We don’t need or want more crab from other regions shipped in to be served in our restaurants. That’s where these regulations will lead us.

Our rural coastal communities’ industries are all intertwined. A hit to the crab industry of this magnitude will create economic issues in each of our coastal communities. As coastal communities, we are 
already working hard to grow our economies so that future generations will be able to work, live, and play where they grew up. We also want to keep the coast as a wonderful place to visit and live year-
round. Destroying one of our key industries and value propositions is in direct conflict with that work.

Join us in opposing this petition. Let’s keep our crabbers, processors, seafood markets, restaurants, and communities on the coast thriving.

Sincerely,
Janice Langlinais
Executive Director
Coos Bay-North Bend-Charleston Visitor & Convention Bureau
Oregon's Adventure Coast
www.OregonsAdventureCoast.com
541-297-2432

2/16/26 14:06:40 Judie Stringfield jstringfield45@yahoo.com General Public Son and son in law both work fishing industry
2/16/26 14:04:01 andrew andersen andrewandersen3@gmail.com Commercial 

fisherman
I personally could write you a story on the impact of the numerous additional regulation history to the industry that I support my family with but it would be too long. I know their will always be more 
regulation in every aspect of employment in the future but commercial fishing has always been two sided where the fishermen take short end of the stick with little to no say on the situation. Please take 
time to think of families such as mine who have been making a living doing the toughest and most dangerous occupation for many generations when looking over new regulations. We love the fishery and 
ecosystem more than anyone else because our families rely on it for survival. Please don’t add more inconvenient laws and regulations that limit our ability to share fresh Wild seafood with the rest of the 
world. Thank you.

2/16/26 14:09:39 Patrick Larson 3900 NW Cherokee Lane 
Newport OR 97365

General Public I know many Fishermen (one is my neighbor) and rely on Oregon's fishery for their livelihood. Please keep the existing regulations and do NOT add any more regulations that impede our fishing industry. 

2/16/26 14:18:27 Chester Hyde 7576hyde@gmail.com General public We have a whale population that is doing very well.  We lose very few whales to crabs pots.  I’m more worried about these new pots not working and creating a disaster on the bottom of the ocean floor.  
Please don’t allow this to happen. Chester Hyde.

2/16/26 14:11:05 Celia Stockton mcelie1952@gmail.com General Public The Petition MUST BE DENIED.....The present regulations ARE ENOUGH.  The Coastal communities ECONOMY DEPEND on the Crabbing Industry TO SUSTAIN them and the families.  The truth is the Whale 
Population has NOT DWINDLED, BUT RATHER HAS GROWN.  Whales DON'T EAT CRAB, AND CRAB FISHERMAN DO NOT CATCH WHALES, NOR do they POSE A DANGER to the whales. The Petition is SIMPLY 
NOT BASED on NEW Scientific FINDINGS, but rather zero evidence. The Crabbing Industry  ALREADY has ENOUGH REGULATIONS. If that Petition is granted...IT WILL DEVASTATE OREGON'S Crabbing 
Industry, THE FAMILIES WHO DEPEND ON IT AND ENTIRE COMMUNITIES!   ENOUGH OVER REGULATION that destroys AMERICAN FAMILIES way of life.  I have family there WHO depend on the Crabbing 
Industry for SUPPORTING their families.  I'm asking you to DENY THE PETITION.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  Sincerely, Celia Stockton 509- 949-4488 

2/16/26 14:30:37 Kristin Hyde Tkhyde@gmail.com Public This is too expensive for the commercial crabbers as this cost will be pushed down to the consumer. Crab is already expensive for the consumer and will result in less sales. The general public is already 
struggling with day to day expenses of life. 

2/16/26 11:33:51 Samuel Watson SWatson1121@outlook.com Boat Deckhand These rules will destroy the lives of many fisherpeople of the Oregon coast the idea behind it makes sense but needs to be thought out more so it wont ruin the family's of the ones who keep this state 
running and alive. 
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2/16/26 14:35:43 Jeri Watson jlparret70@gmail.com Boat owner Stop screwing the Oregon crabbers. You will be causing them to lose their homes and not be able to feed their families. The State of Oregon can not afford to retrain these fishermen when they no longer 

own their boats. Maybe these crabbers can camp out on your doorsteps when they are homeless. I support the Oregon Crabbing Fleets.
2/16/26 14:41:11 Todd Watson fvleisurelee2@gmail.com Commercial 

Fishing Vessel 
Owner

I believe that this petition is being driven by emotions and not sound science.  Nobody wants to see an entangled whale, especially commercial fisherman.  Not only is this poor PR, which leads to petitions 
like this, but commercial fisherman love the sea and all that is in it.  We take being stewards of the sea and its resources very seriously.  Our lives, families, and communities depend upon its health and 
vitality.  I know that you will have received numerous letters listing facts and numbers.....etc, so I will spare you all of that in this communication.  I feel when emotions run high it is imperative that extreme 
caution be taken to not over react and place unjustified burdens on an industry that already takes the health and vitality of the ocean and ALL of its inhabitants extremely seriously and as a matter of the 
utmost importance.  Thank you for your careful consideration of this important matter.

2/16/26 14:27:58 Carlotta Hall Carlothall@msn.com Legal Citizen of 
Oregon

It appears there is a current studies that support an increased population of these whales of concern. It’s time that logic, surveys and science be applied. The commercial fishing harvests are currently being 
managed and provide for best practices and renewable sustained yields, similar to the timber industry. 
Additionally, by implementing this Petition, it would destroy the economic contribution to the local fishing communities which not only affect family’s survival but it also provides for fishery earnings to be 
spent on goods, federal & state taxes, broad research, marine management & much more. 

Oregon is earning a reputation on a national level where it is no longer respected because of the extremists groups, such as PEDA and their self-serving agenda & over-reaching goals. 
As a hard working tax payer all my life, I ask that this Petition be denied. 

2/16/26 15:20:28 Romolo R Ghio 47 Havenview Ln  Oceanside , 
CA  92056

Commercial fisher Put pingers on bouy line with only one bouy and less slack in scope !

2/16/26 15:15:20 jason prophet ke7cwg@gmail.com sportsmen ex 
salmon troll boat

strongly opposed to any changes in the commercial crab rules.laws this will push working families out of business .the only way too make this work  is for ODFW to COVER full cost of pop up gear and 
maintence for 3 yrs 

2/16/26 15:25:02 Philip Spulnik phils@casco.net fisherman We do not need additional restrictions on our crab fishery. Whales populations are stable or increasing according to NOAA. this is plainly not a science based rule you are making. You are cowering to the 
PETA people. This is just plain stupid!!! I have lived in Waldport for the past 60 years and fished and crabbed all of those years. Save our fisheries and oust these pseudo-scientists!

2/16/26 14:55:43 Richard Lilienthal nelrondic@ yahoo.com owner and 
operator of f/v 
nelrondic

I am the 4th of 6 generations of full-time crab fisherman that work out of coos bay. My family started crabbing out of coos bay in 1912. We have fished crab every season and as much as 90% of our income 
comes from the crab fisheries. The spring runs of crab have been huge to us and at times have saved our season financially. The 20% of gear reduction is already hard on us the 1st of May and now April 1st 
but a 40%reduction would kill us financially. I don't crab outside of 40 fathoms and have never seen a humpback whale around my crab gear so I don't understand why the crabbers that fish shallow water 
should take that kind of hit. I have served on the ODCC for 20 years, crab permit review board, whale entanglement committee and I think there are things the crab fleet can do to cut down on whale 
entanglements but not this drastic proposal.  Richard Lilienthal     

2/16/26 15:51:47 Morgen Crawford 204 Racine St., Rapid city, SD 
57701

general public My Nephew captains a boat in Oregon's commercial fishing. He's successful and VERY careful to protect all whales! Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery. It 
supports families, processors, small businesses, the entire coastal community and impacts state revenue. Do not allow the petition to move forward! Protect our fishing families, please. 

2/16/26 16:29:38 Scott Mason Scott@bridaxc.com Retired fisherman More restrictions on fisherman seems to always be the go to for ODFW. Why must they always suffer? 

2/16/26 16:45:31 Stephnie Schmidt Stephnieanna@yahoo.com Affiliation Let’s love these boys keep fishing so they can feed their families
2/16/26 16:49:20 David D Hunter ddhunterarborist@aol.com general public Deny the petition please. Thank you. Crabbers and local folks have been working on solutions for years. Deny this petition please.

2/16/26 17:00:37 Natalie Lane tropicalreptile@gmail.com Concerned 
Oregon Resident

The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery. It supports deckhands, processors, small businesses, and entire coastal communities. It supports state and local 
revenue, including funding that flows to schools and public services. Please deny this petition and allow Oregon’s current science-based process to continue. Thank you.

2/16/26 17:32:11 JACK SCOTT SUVEYMAN24@AOL.COM GENERAL PUBLIC I OPPOSE THE REVIEW OF PETITION TO REVISE COMMERCIAL CRABBING IN OREGON. IF IT AINT ONE THING ITS ANOTHER, JUST STOP. THE OTHER THING THEY ARE TRYING TO DUE TO US IS STOP HUNTING 
AND FISHING ALLTOGETHER! ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. STOP WITH THE OVER REGULATIONS AND LET A MAN BE. YOU ARE GONG TO TURN ALL US "GOOD" MEN INTO CRIMINALS, BECAUSE WE JUST WONT 
HAVE IT! YOU SIT IDLE AND WATCH THEM DRAG THE OCEAN DEAD CLEAN FROM TRAWLING, YET YOU WANT TO STOP AND KILL AND ENTIRE INDUSTRY OF CRABBING HERE IN OREGON. ITS SAD TO SEE 
WHAT YOU ARE DOING AND HARD TO BELIEVE YOUR KIND OF PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO GET INTO POSITIONS OF POWER TO BE ABLE TO DESTROY NORMAL. JUST STOP! 

2/16/26 18:15:18 Gerry Hembree 160 sw range dr. Waldport 
Oregon

General Public I think there are far to many restrictions on fisherman already. There is no need to strangle them more with revised and harsher restrictions. This county thrives on its fishing and crabbing and far to many 
families will be affected it they put more rules into place. There are far greater risks to whales and there populations, like plastic waste and pollution being dumped into the ocean. Maybe focus on fixing 
that problem before strangling the families that keep this community going

2/16/26 18:23:38 Erin Ekjohns32@gmail.com Yes My son uncle 
2/16/26 18:45:16 Sue Keesee Smkeesee@icloud.com General public As a life long resident of Newport, please leave the Dungeness Crab fishing regulations as is. 

This fishery is vital to the community. 
Thank you.

2/16/26 18:46:16 Barbara Nelson dalebarbn@hotmail.com General Public I reject the petition.  Oregon fishermen don't need mandatory rules and restrictions.
2/16/26 19:31:14 Amy Parker Parkeraae@gmail.com General public This is a drastic measure and will deeply impact our fishing communities 
2/16/26 20:22:49 Tracie Costa Tlc2006ca@gmail.com General Public I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery.

I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.
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2/16/26 21:51:49 Jamie M Ramsey jeramsey81@gmail.com General Public My name is Jamie M. Ramsey, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 

Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.

2/17/26 3:23:51 Christian dixon.r.christian@gmail.com General public As someone build a business for commercial fishing I wonder how this would affect my plans going forward. 
2/17/26 4:41:32 Tiffany Pankey Smithbrosno2@gmail.com Generally public, 

boat owner, 
commercial 
fisherman 

2/17/26 4:53:46 Brett Pankey Brettleepankey1@gmail.com Boat owner and 
operator 

Writing
My name is Brett Pankey, and I am an Oregon commercial fisherman, boat owner, crab permit lease holder, and captain. I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking 
sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery.

I make my living on the water. This is not theoretical for me, it is how I provide for my family, pay my crew, maintain my vessel, and stay part of Oregon’s working waterfront. Every season already carries 
risk from weather, ocean conditions, fuel costs, and market fluctuations. 

We plan, invest, and work long hours to manage those uncertainties.
The additional rigid requirements proposed in this petition could create serious financial consequences for small, owner-operated boats like mine. Many of us run on tight margins. Expensive gear changes, 
reduced fishing opportunity, or mandates that don’t match real-time ocean conditions could make it impossible to stay viable. 

These decisions don’t just affect individual fishermen, they ripple through deckhands, processors, local businesses, and entire coastal communities.

I care about whale conservation. Fishermen are on the ocean every day, and we have a strong interest in protecting the resource we depend on. Oregon is already implementing practical, science-based 
measures such as pot reductions, gear marking, depth management, derelict gear removal, and adaptive in-season tools. These approaches allow us to reduce risk while still operating safely and 
responsibly.

Oregon’s adaptive management framework works because it can respond to changing conditions. Replacing that flexibility with permanent, one-size-fits-all mandates would create safety, enforcement, 
and economic challenges without clear evidence that they are necessary.

The Dungeness crab fishery is the backbone of many small coastal operations like mine. Major changes should be based on Oregon-specific science, real operational knowledge, and collaboration with the 
fishermen who are directly affected.

For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s current, science-based process to continue.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

My name is Tiffany Pankey, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 
Dungeness crab fishery.

I am writing as both an Oregonian, co boat owner, a mother and a fisherman's wife. This fishery is not just an industry to us—it is how we support our family, stay connected to our coastal community, and 
carry forward a way of life that has been passed down through generations. The work is already uncertain, dangerous and demanding, and decisions that remove flexibility can have real impacts on families 
like mine.

For small boat owners especially, additional rigid mandates could create serious financial fallout. Many of us operate on narrow margins, and reduced opportunity or costly gear changes can mean the 
difference between staying in business and having to leave the fishery altogether. These are not just economic impacts, they affect families, local processors, and the fabric of working waterfront 
communities.

I care deeply about whale conservation and believe it can and should be addressed alongside a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Oregon is already taking meaningful, science-based steps to reduce 
risk through measures like pot reductions, gear marking, depth restrictions, derelict gear programs, and adaptive in-season management.

A similar petition was denied by federal regulators in 2022 after review of the best available science. Oregon is continuing to move forward with its Conservation Plan and federal Incidental Take Permit 
process, which is the appropriate path for long-term protection and compliance.

The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports working families, small businesses, and coastal economies. Major changes to this fishery should be 
based on Oregon-specific science and practical realities on the water.

For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s existing, science-based management to continue.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 
2/17/26 5:42:39 John Kubik jckubik@hotmail.com General Public Please deny this petition! The existing science is sufficient! The 2025/2026 harvest numbers should prove the health of the fishery!  Thank You. John Kubik
2/17/26 6:29:24 Jacen Jespersen jacenj@hotmail.com general public Please don't change the rules, we are already regulated enough.
2/17/26 6:26:28 Gretchen Allen motomom675@gmail.com General Public I am a former commercial fisherman.  I have watched these additional restrictions be placed on the industry that make it harder for fishermen to make a profit in a very capital intensive industry.  It 

concerns me for the future of the industry.  The additional restrictions add cost and risk, but do not actually accomplish the goal the were meant to.  This current bill is unnecessary and will have negative 
consequences for the industry that will make it harder for the families that rely on this industry to survive.  The fishermen I know are good stewards of our oceans and the affects they have on other species 
they make affect as a by product of their operations.  They already implement safe practices to avoid affecting other species such as whales.  This bill does not help the industry or the whales  it just makes 
it harder and more expensive for the fisherman!  

2/17/26 7:29:43 alaska alaskasylak82@gmail.com public My name is Alaska Sylak, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 
Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.

2/17/26 8:01:54 Frances White whitef318@gmail.com general public vote no
2/17/26 8:44:26 Libby Leonnig libbyleelen@yahoo.com General public My name is Libby Leonnig, and I respectfully urge the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition seeking sweeping amendments to OAR Chapter 635, Division 5 governing the Oregon commercial 

Dungeness crab fishery.
I care deeply about whale conservation and about the coastal communities whose livelihoods depend on a stable, responsibly managed crab season. Those priorities are not mutually exclusive, and Oregon 
has been working to address both through science-based, adaptive management.
This petition proposes rigid, permanent mandates through the petition process at a time when Oregon is already engaged in active risk-reduction efforts and ongoing federal coordination.
In 2022, the National Marine Fisheries Service denied a similar petition advancing comparable arguments about West Coast whale impacts and mandatory regulatory triggers. After reviewing the best 
available science, NOAA concluded that whale populations were stable or increasing, that existing measures were not impeding recovery, and that the requested actions were not necessary or appropriate 
at that time. That precedent is instructive.
ODFW and the Commission are already implementing pot reductions, depth restrictions, gear-marking requirements, derelict gear programs, and in-season adaptive measures. The Department is also 
advancing an experimental framework for pop-up gear and continuing work on Oregon’s Conservation Plan and pursuit of a federal Incidental Take Permit. Completing Oregon’s Conservation Plan for the 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery and moving through the federal Incidental Take Permit process is the responsible path toward long-term compliance and sustainable conservation.
The Dungeness crab fishery is Oregon’s most valuable single-species commercial fishery and supports vessels, processors, and coastal families statewide. The petition’s proposals would eliminate significant 
fishing opportunity and impose substantial costs without a credible economic analysis or resolution of safety and enforcement concerns. Policies that fundamentally reshape a fishery should be grounded 
in Oregon-specific data and operational feasibility.
Oregon’s strength has been its ability to respond to changing ocean conditions in real time. Preserving that adaptive management framework is critical.
For these reasons, I respectfully ask the Commission to deny the December 2025 petition and allow Oregon’s ongoing, science-based processes to move forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this impactful issue.

2/17/26 8:52:03 Susannah 
Montague

susannahjmontague@gmail.co
m

Oregon 
Commercial 
fishing vessel 
owner, general 
public 

Please respectfully include commercial fisherfolk in your decision making process.  After all- they are the ones actually out there on the ocean every day, all day. Their insights and experience may prove 
incredibly valuable. No one benefits more from a healthy ocean than fisherfolk. 

2/17/26 8:54:35 Brad Parries kauaibrad10@yahoo.com Public Please don't change a thing. If anything make them use some kind of simple markers on there lines so the whales can see and reroute there swim easier. 
2/17/26 9:56:29 Gregory Va sickle gmvansickle50@gmail.com Public No to this petion

2/17/26 10:25:57 Laurie Warhurst llwarhurst@gmail.com Toledo OR 
resident (general 
public)

The Dungeness crab fishery is vital to our local commercial fishery. It supports deckhands, processors, small businesses, and entire coastal communities. It supports state and local revenue, including 
funding that flows to schools and public services.

Please deny this petition and allow Oregon’s current science-based process to continue.
2/17/26 10:34:44 Paul Warhurst warhorse.pw@gmail.com general public The Dungeness crab fishery is vital to our local commercial fishery. It supports deckhands, processors, small businesses, and entire coastal communities. It supports state and local revenue, including 

funding that flows to schools and public services.
2/17/26 10:40:03 Carol Carolsstitchingstudio@gmail.co

m
General public Please vote NO on more restrictions to our Oregon Crab fisheries.  There are already laws in place to protect whales . Please support our local crab fisheries , an important piece of the Oregon Coast 

economy!



Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 
2/17/26 10:33:13 Kelsey Bozeman kelseybozeman@gmail.com Elected Port 

Commissioner, 
Port of Brookings 
Harbor, Private 
Citizen & 
Commercial 
Permit Holder

2/17/26 10:51:00 John Culp jayysee2025@gmail.com General Public Please review to ensure our local commercial fishing industries are looked after and provide a future industry for the next generation 
2/17/26 11:04:04 Robert Hampton NFG.fisheries@gmail.com Commercial boat 

owner and hired 
captain in Oregon 
since 2015

I am strongly against any more attempts to hold off the environmental ngos by continuing to modify and restrict the Dungeness crab fishery. There is no evidence of a problem that needs to be fixed and 
the issues that the state tries to convince us need to be fixed are consistently exaggerated and based off fear of a lawsuit instead of scientific evidence. Too much emotion involved and not enough reality. 
During a whale entanglement meeting held in coos bay a few years ago, Kari actually put up whale interaction numbers for the years surrounding the modified season which included depth restrictions and 
pot reductions. Her numbers showed that we had fewer interactions before the state forced the changes and she actually told me that you can’t look at the numbers that way. Because we’ve had more 
interactions since the changes, we actually need to make more restrictions. The absurdity of her statement and the inability to consider that the problem isn’t real just goes to show how little reality means 
when it comes to this issue. Leave the crab season alone. Remove the existing pot reductions and depth limitations and whales will continue to grow and reproduce while we continue to make a living side 
by side with them. The whale population grew with the previous rules in place, why mess with something that was working. Another fun fact is that I’ve yet to see any proof of a sea turtle entangled yet for 
some reason they are being lumped in with whales. Let’s deal with real problems, not make believe issues because they tug at the heartstrings. 

2/17/26 11:42:03 James Walker walker.jim@live.com General Public I oppose these regulations. Removing vertical lines does not eliminate risk, it shifts it. Electronics fail, increasing ghost fish and littering the ocean floor. Cost increase causing irreparable damage to 
livelihood of 10’s of thousands of people and their communities related to the crabbing industry. Oregon already implements seasonal closures to minimize the risk of whale entanglement. 

2/17/26 11:55:08 Eric Sheep1@frontier.com General public I oppose new regulations 

My name is Kelsey Bozeman. I am a Brookings resident and Port Commissioner, writing as a private citizen. I urge the Commission to deny this petition as written.

A Fisherman I Know:
He grew up on this coast. His father fished before him. He borrowed against his future, built a small business, employs local crew, and feeds this community with fresh seafood. He takes his children on that boat and 
teaches them to respect the ocean. He pulls derelict gear that isn't his. He has watched whale populations grow and he is glad for it.

His business depends on the late season, April through August. His crew, the fuel dock, the seafood market, the restaurant, and the tourist who drove the coast to eat Oregon crab all feel it when his boat is working. When 
the boats stop, the visitors stop too.

This petition dismantles everything he has built.

What This Petition Does:
Moving restrictions from May 1 to April 1 eliminates a full month of fishing with no transition and no economic analysis. That ripples to the seafood market, the restaurant, and the tourist who arrives to find the docks 
restricted.

Cutting his gear by 40% is a breaking point for a family operation carrying vessel debt, crew payroll, and fuel costs. When required by law to identify options that reduce business harm, the petitioners answered: "There are 
no alternative options."

By 2028, all conventional gear would be banned and replaced by pop-up gear Oregon has never authorized or tested. Converting could cost $360,000 to over $1 million. If he can't make that investment, he leaves.

A single entanglement in gear attributed to Oregon, including gear found on whales off Baja California, would trigger automatic statewide closures with no appeal.

These Are Not Local Voices:
The Center for Biological Diversity operates from Tucson on $34 million per year. Oceana was founded by Pew and Rockefeller on $49 million annually. NRDC holds $182 million in assets. Not one has an office in Brookings.

This is a regulatory campaign by national organizations with no stake in this community. The ESA violation language is the predicate for a lawsuit if you don't comply.

This Contradicts State Priorities:
Governor Kotek has made protecting Oregon's small business economy a priority. There is no more vulnerable small business than a family fishing operation on the southern Oregon coast. These are families carrying debt, 
employing neighbors, and sustaining the fuel dock, processor, seafood market, restaurant, and tourism industry.

Brookings cannot absorb this shock. Commercial fishing is our foundation.

The Science Doesn't Justify It:
The petition admits these measures are "unlikely to reduce entanglements to a level that would promote humpback whale recovery." These rules may cost this family everything and still fail.

Oregon's fleet has been partnering with OSU on 42,000 miles of ocean surveys. That collaborative process is being bypassed.

What I'm Asking:
Deny this petition. Require a full economic impact assessment. Protect the industry collaboration. Require Oregon pilot testing before any mandate. Ensure closure triggers are proportionate.

Oregon can protect whales and fishing families. These aren't opposing goals unless we let outside organizations define them that way.

The fisherman I described is real. His debt is real. His children are real. He deserves a seat at this table.



Start time Name2 Email Address Affiliation or type of s      Comments 
2/17/26 13:03:27 Scott Fosmark yaznak77@gmail.com Vessel Owner and 

commercial 
fishermen - 
Multiple Vessels

My name is Scott Fosmark, owner of Fosmark Fisheries LLC, and a fifth-generation commercial fisherman operating two Oregon Dungeness crab vessels, the FV Yaznak and the FV Queen Corinne.

My family has fished commercially for five generations. I have invested my life savings into this business. Fosmark Fisheries LLC specializes in providing Americans with fresh, live Oregon Dungeness crab — 
a premium, domestically harvested seafood product that supports coastal communities and domestic food supply.

I respectfully oppose the petition submitted to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife by the Center for Biological Diversity, Oceana, Natural Resources Defense Council, and the American Cetacean 
Society.

While whale conservation is a goal we all share, the measures proposed in this petition are economically destabilizing, structurally extreme, and scientifically incomplete.

The Commission must consider the documented growth in West Coast whale populations over the past decade. As whale abundance increases and seasonal presence expands in Oregon waters, the 
probability of interaction with fixed gear also increases — regardless of modest reductions in pot numbers. Risk analysis must incorporate whale density, migratory behavior, and long-term population 
trends, not solely pot counts.

There has also been little meaningful discussion of acoustic deterrent devices (pingers). These technologies have been used in other fisheries to reduce marine mammal interactions. Before mandating 
sweeping closures and costly transitions to pop-up gear systems, the Commission should evaluate pinger trials specific to Oregon crab gear, comparative cost analysis, effectiveness in Oregon ocean 
conditions, and federal regulatory compatibility.

The proposed regulations do not simply affect seasonal income — they directly threaten the long-term value of the assets we have invested in over decades. My vessels, permits, and gear represent my life 
savings investment. Their market value is directly tied to the ability to fish a full and stable season under predictable regulations. If late-season restrictions are advanced, depth reduced, gear allocations cut, 
and conventional gear eventually prohibited, earning capacity declines — and with it, vessel equity, permit value, and generational investment.

2/17/26 13:34:24 James A. Letts wallmeyeret_al@yahoo.com Former Oregon 
fisherman and 
general public

I would prefer that the already provided and established science showing the increase of humpback whale population be the primary precedent used to determine whether or not further restrictions are 
placed on our Oregon crab fisheries which will greatly affect their livelihood. Thank you for your serious consideration.  

2/17/26 15:01:51 George King budk64@mail.com Commercial 
Fishing Captain 

Dear Members of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
My name is George King. I am a professional commercial fishing captain with over 40 years of experience in the Dungeness crab fishery, and 100 percent of my income is derived from this industry.
I respectfully oppose the petition proposing substantial regulatory changes to Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab fishery.
After four decades on the water, I understand both the importance of conservation and the realities of commercial fishing. The proposed measures — including early seasonal closures, expanded depth 
restrictions, automatic shutdown triggers, and eventual elimination of conventional gear — would dramatically reduce opportunity and destabilize the fishery.
We have seen what similar regulatory approaches have done to the California crab fleet. Ongoing closures, litigation pressure, and regulatory uncertainty have severely disrupted that fishery, reduced 
income stability, and damaged long-term asset value for fishermen.
Oregon should not follow the same path.
It is important that this Commission exercise independent judgment based on Oregon-specific science and balanced economic consideration. Outside advocacy organizations often pursue broader policy 
goals that may not fully account for the real-world impact on working fishermen and coastal communities.
This fishery supports families, crews, processors, and local economies. Decisions of this magnitude must be proportionate, data-driven, and carefully evaluated for economic consequences.
As a captain who depends entirely on this industry and has spent more than 40 years building a career in it, I urge the Commission to reject this petition in its current form and continue managing Oregon’s 
Dungeness crab fishery through collaborative, science-based decision-making.
Respectfully,
George King
Commercial Fishing Captain
Oregon Dungeness Crab Fishery

2/17/26 15:50:48 Joseph Abad teamabad@yahoo.com Commercial 
Fisherman

Dear Members of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
My name is Joseph Abad. I am a professional commercial fishing captain with over 40 years of experience in the Dungeness crab fishery. One hundred percent of my income comes from this industry.
I am writing to respectfully oppose the current petition seeking sweeping regulatory changes to Oregon’s commercial Dungeness crab fishery.
Throughout my career, I have seen regulatory changes implemented when supported by solid science and balanced analysis. What concerns me about this petition is not the goal of protecting whales — 
which we all support — but the scale and structure of the proposed measures.
Provisions such as automatic closure triggers, accelerated late-season restrictions, and the eventual elimination of conventional gear would fundamentally restructure the fishery and jeopardize the ability 
of working captains like myself to earn a living.
We have already witnessed the impact of similar regulatory pressure in California. Repeated emergency closures, litigation-driven mandates, and regulatory uncertainty have significantly destabilized the 
California crab industry. The result has been financial loss, permit devaluation, and long-term harm to fishing families and coastal communities.
Oregon should learn from that experience rather than repeat it.
It is also deeply concerning when outside national advocacy organizations apply pressure campaigns that influence state-level commissions. Regulatory bodies must represent the people and communities 
they serve — including the fishermen whose livelihoods depend on balanced and science-based management.
Oregon’s Dungeness crab fishery is already one of the most regulated and structured fisheries on the West Coast. Further restrictions of this magnitude should only be considered after comprehensive 
Oregon-specific biological analysis and full economic impact review.
As someone who has dedicated more than four decades to this profession, I urge the Commission to move forward with a measured, science-based approach that protects both marine life and the fishing 
families who depend on this industry.
Respectfully,
Joseph Abad
Commercial Fishing Captain
Oregon Dungeness Crab Fishery

2/17/26 16:51:55 Vicki crittersx2@gmail.com General public Please allow only Oregon evidence based data to drive the crab fishery.  Let existing processes remain, they don’t need changing.
2/17/26 17:03:58 Davine Evanow davine@fishermansgrottoinc.com General public We are a crab fishing family.  This will hurt our business 
2/17/26 17:07:29 Joshua Steven Joshsteven368@gmail.com General public We a crab fishing family and this will hurt our lively hood.
2/17/26 17:09:50 Kurt Evanow Evanowsgrotto@gmail.com General public Commercial fisherman for 40 years. This will hurt every fisherman 
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