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From: Sam W 
E-mail: samuel.s.weber@gmail.com 
Sent on: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 10:07 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
I am writing to urge the Commission to accept the petition to implement immediate and stringent protections 
for humpback whales within the Oregon Dungeness crab fishery. 
 
The situation is plain and simple: Humpback whales are a protected species, yet they continue to be killed and 
injured by current crabbing gear.  
 
If our current methods are proven to be lethal to these animals, change is not a suggestion—it is an absolute 
Legal requirement. 
 
I support the following immediate actions: 
 
* Suspension of High-Risk Crabbing: Any crabbing activity that cannot be proven safe for whales should be 
cancelled until a solution is established. 
* Burden of Proof: The responsibility for developing and implementing "whale-safe" gear rests with the 
industry. Fishing should only resume once non-lethal methods, such as pop-up buoy technology, are fully 
operational and verified. 
* Mandatory Gear Reductions: I support the 40% reduction in pots and depth restrictions as a necessary first 
step toward total gear reform. 
 
Preserving Oregon's marine life must take priority over "business as usual." We cannot continue to authorize 
a fishery that results in the death of endangered species. 
 
Thank you for your time and for prioritizing the protection of our whales. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Samuel Weber 
 
Proud Oregonian 
Combat Veteran  
Coastal Boating Enthusiasts  
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From: Lori Steele 
E-mail: lori.wcseafood@gmail.com 
Sent on: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 11:58 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
OR Fish and Wildlife Commissioners,  
Attached are comments submitted on behalf of the West Coast Seafood Processors Association regarding the 
December 11 petition to adopt new measures and amend existing rules in the Oregon commercial Dungeness 
crab fishery to reduce the risk of marine life entanglements. These comments supplement our letter submitted 
to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife on February 3, 2026. 
Please contact me if you have any problems accessing the document or if you have any questions. 
Thank you, 
Lori Steele 
___________________________________ 
Lori L. Steele, Executive Director 
West Coast Seafood Processors Association 
P.O. Box 1127 
Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 227-5076 
Cell (978) 479-8632 
Fax (503) 296-2824 
www.wcspa.com 
lori.wcseafood@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:lori.wcseafood@gmail.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcspa.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.D.SPANSEL%40odfw.oregon.gov%7Cf82fe8fb693349c39f7508de6f357d31%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639070472871434948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ujlyYdoXBtDzJ2KXWclcok%2FwmBw6QwIBUxJPgKb6kd0%3D&reserved=0
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From: Heather Harter 
E-mail: hdtramp94@gmail.com 
Sent on: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 12:17 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
c/o Public Comment Clerk 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
My name is Heather Harter, and I am part owner of Lucky Landings Guide Service, a business built on 
introducing Oregon visitors and families to ocean recreation  including fishing and crabbing experiences that 
fuel local economies. 
 
I am writing to express concern with proposed rule changes being considered to address whale entanglement 
risk in the Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery and to urge the Commission to balance biological 
conservation with economic sustainability.  
 
While we share a desire to protect marine mammals, the current proposals, including earlier late-season 
restrictions, depth changes, and a potential transition to expensive “pop-up” gear, threaten to significantly 
escalate costs and disrupt operations for small commercial crabbers who are the backbone of coastal 
communities. These changes may place undue burden on operators in smaller ports that depend on late-
season crab revenue, potentially reducing local jobs and visitor opportunities.  
 
As a business that enhances coastal tourism, we see first-hand how crabbing complements sport fishing and 
coastal visitation. Restrictive rules that reduce participation, drive up gear costs, or limit access without clear 
pathways for implementation could reduce overall tourism activity and undermine the industries that depend 
on Oregon’s coastal economy. 
 
I respectfully encourage the Commission to seek balanced approaches that maintain healthy crab 
populations and protect marine life without imposing disproportionate economic harm on coastal 
communities and small fishing families. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of these important issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather Harter 
Part Owner, Lucky Landings Guide Service 
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From: Kevin Harter 
E-mail: harterseafood@gmail.com 
Sent on: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 12:58 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission  
c/o Public Comment Clerk 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
My name is Kevin Harter, owner and captain of Lucky Landings Guide Service. I have spent my life on 
Oregon’s waters, and I am proud to be part of a fishing and crabbing heritage that supports coastal families 
and local economies. 
 
I am submitting this comment regarding the proposed crab fishery rule changes triggered by petitions 
intended to reduce the risk of whale entanglements. While the intent to protect marine wildlife is important, I 
fear the current proposals such as a further reduction in gear usage, shifting management depths, and costly 
“pop-up” gear requirements will have damaging practical and economic effects on the commercial crab fleet 
in Oregon. 
 
The proposed changes represent significant cost increases and operational challenges, especially for those of 
us working with smaller vessels and tighter margins. 
 
Transitioning to new gear systems that may cost thousands of dollars per unit without reliable testing or 
support places undue risk on fishermen and may accelerate the loss of crab fishing opportunities in traditional 
ports. 
 
I strongly urge the Commission to ensure that any regulatory changes: 
 
Are based on sound science and realistic cost assessments; 
Protect workers, families, and coastal communities that depend on the crab fishery; 
Include phased implementation, adequate funding, and training for gear changes if needed; 
Preserve the viability of late-season fishing that is crucial for many boats and ports. 
 
We must find solutions that protect both our marine ecosystems and working waterfronts not force difficult 
trade-offs that harm the very communities the fishery has sustained for generations. 
 
Thank you for considering my perspective. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kevin Harter 
Owner & Captain, Lucky Landings Guide Service 
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From: Mark Klemish 
E-mail: chat2cat66@msn.com  
Sent on: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 4:34 PM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 

 
 

From: Court Boice 
E-mail: Rep.CourtBoice@oregonlegislature.gov 

Sent on: Thursday, February 19, 2026 7:02 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
Thank you – please review at your earliest convenience… 
 
Court Boice 
State Representative – Oregon District 1 
Rep.CourtBoice@OregonLegislature.gov             
Phone (503) 986-1401 
 
Coos, Curry, and Douglas Counties – The beautiful Southwest Corner of Oregon - The Timber Capitol of the World, Greatest 
Ocean, Most Pristine Rivers, Funnest Fishing, Best Golfing, Healthiest Cranberries, Finest Wines, Rarest Easter Lilies, 
Sawdust Theatre, Coos, Curry and Douglas County Fairs and our World Wildlife Safari! We invite you to visit soon. 
 
Winston to Harbor - Myrtle Point to Langlois - Port Orford to Bridge - Bandon to Agness - Powers to Green Acres - Gold 
Beach to Looking Glass - Coquille to Ten Mile - Eastside to Carpenterville - Brookings to Dillard - Camas Valley to 
Fairview - Greens to Pistol River and Allegany to LookingGlass … 

 

mailto:chat2cat66@msn.com
mailto:Rep.CourtBoice@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.CourtBoice@OregonLegislature.gov








  

From: Heather Mann 
E-mail: heathermunromann@gmail.com 
Sent on: Thursday, February 19, 2026 9:33 AM 
Subject: Crab Fishery Petition 
Comment: 
The link to submit public comment does not seem to be working and I was hoping to include this written 
public comment regarding the Dungness Crab petition. 
Thank you! 
Heather 
 
--  
Heather Munro Mann  
Midwater Trawlers Cooperative 
Newport, Oregon 
(541) 272-4544 
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