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UNION COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

PaulAnderes, Commissioner
R. Matthew Scarfo, Commissioner

Jake Seavert, Commissioner

Shelley Burgess, Administrative

1106 K. Avenue | La Grande, Oregon 97850 Phone: (541) 963-1001 | Fax (541) 963-1079

March 16, 2026

ODRA/ Commission
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE
Salem, OR 97302

RE: Minam River Wildlife Area Management Plan

Dear ODRA/ Commissioners:

I am writing to express my support for the proposed Minam River Wildlife Area
(MRWA) Management Plan. The MRWA has exceptional ecological, cultural and recreational
values. It provides a diversity of habitat for species of concern, critical winter range for deer
and elk, and over one hundred stream miles supporting Chinook salmon, steelhead, and bull
trout. Protection of the MRWAwill presen/e the natural and cultural values, while also
increasing public access to wildlife viewing, hunting, fishing, and other recreational activities.

The proposed MRWA Management Plan details a working lands approach that will
expand landscape-scale restoration efforts designed to increase resiliency to wildfire and
drought, while also supporting local economies. I strongly support this active management
approach. These working lands strategies include timber management, livestock grazing,
noxious weed control, riparian restoration, and numerous other management actions
benefitting fish and wildlife species. Active timber management and livestock grazing are
useful tools to help move toward a desired future condition, as prescribed fire would pose a
significant risk due to current fuel loads. The protection and enhancement of high functioning
aquatic and terrestrial habitat connectivity will also contribute to climate change resiliency.

The MRWA Management Plan also supports positive economic impacts on rural
economies, by supporting outdoor recreation spending, as well as economic contributions
from maintaining livestock grazing and active timber management on the property.



The importance of this Management Plan and the significance of the MRWA cannot
be overstated. Implementing a working lands approach that provides permanent protection of
crucial fish and wildlife habitats along a major migration corridor is supported and
encouraged throughout the plan. Your support for the adoption of the MRWA Management
Plan is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

^J '^

Paul aVi. Anderes
Union County Commissioner
1106K.Ave
La Grande, OR 97850
panderes(5)union-countv.om
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March 16, 2026 
 
ODFW Commission 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
RE: Minam River Wildlife Area Management Plan 
 
Dear ODFW Commissioners: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the proposed Minam River Wildlife Area (MRWA) 
Management Plan. The MRWA has exceptional ecological, cultural and recreational values. It 
provides a diversity of habitat for species of concern, critical winter range for deer and elk, and 
over one hundred stream miles supporting Chinook salmon, steelhead, and bull trout. 
Protection of the MRWA will preserve the natural and cultural values, while also increasing 
public access to wildlife viewing, hunting, fishing, and other recreational activities. 
The proposed MRWA Management Plan details a working lands approach that will expand 
landscape-scale restoration efforts designed to increase resiliency to wildfire and drought, while 
also supporting local economies. I strongly support this active management approach. These 
working lands strategies include timber management, livestock grazing, noxious weed control, 
riparian restoration, and numerous other management actions benefitting fish and wildlife 
species. Active timber management and livestock grazing are useful tools to help move toward a 
desired future condition, as prescribed fire would pose a significant risk due to current fuel 
loads. The protection and enhancement of high functioning aquatic and terrestrial habitat 
connectivity will also contribute to climate change resiliency. 
The MRWA Management Plan also supports positive economic impacts on rural economies, by 
supporting outdoor recreation spending, as well as economic contributions from maintaining 
livestock grazing and active timber management on the property.   
The importance of this Management Plan and the significance of the MRWA cannot be 
overstated. Implementing a working lands approach that provides permanent protection of 
crucial fish and wildlife habitats along a major migration corridor is supported and encouraged 
throughout the plan. Your support for the adoption of the MRWA Management Plan is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Paul M. Anderes 
Union County Commissioner 
 

 


