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Good morning/afternoon Chair Wahl, Vice-Chair Hatfield-Hyde, Director Colbert and members of the commission: 
Thank you for the time to speak on behalf of the Oregon Conservation and Recreation Fund. I am Reva Gillman, the OCRF grant coordinator. 

Today, The Advisory Committee is seeking the Commission’s approval to fund 19 projects selected from our most recent Request for Proposals.

Program Background
OCRF was created in 2019 within ODFW as a way for Oregonians to support a broad range of conservation and outdoor recreation efforts throughout the state. 

Advisory Committee Role 
The advisory committee seeks to make diverse expenditures in each funding round. For this competitive round of funding, OCRF received a total of 90 project proposals. Projects are reviewed and scored using established criteria (which is attachment 4 in the packet). Each project proposal was reviewed by technical reviewers from ODFW staff, and OCRF Advisory Committee members.

Now ill go into a little more depth on the recommended projects
 
 




Overview of Recommended Projects
• 19 recommended projects, $436,297
• Diverse projects, applicants, geographies
• Examples:

• Assessing Gray Whale Health for Improved 
Management 

• Taking Action to Save the Imperiled Mazama Newt
• Aves Compartidas: Engaging Underserved Youth in 

Bilingual Wildlife Education and Habitat Stewardship
• Revival of the Maqlaqs, led by Maqlaqs Paddle 
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The 19 recommended projects represent a diverse portfolio. They encompass almost all ecoregions of Oregon, are diverse in their taxonomy, representation of program priorities, and partner engagement. They also engage underserved groups who have not traditionally participated in conservation issues or outdoor recreation in the past. These projects will benefit SWAP species of greatest conservation need such as native eelgrass, gray whale, Olympia oysters, Lewis’s woodpecker, western bumble bee, common nighthawk, northwestern pond turtle, coho and chinook salmon, Mazama newt, and Pacific brook lamprey,
 
Id like to highlight a few projects from this round that should have high impacts for the state’s sensitive species, including:
An Oregon State University project to assess gray whale health for improved management.
An Oregon Zoo project that will be Taking Action to Save the Imperiled Mazama Newt

There was also strategic focus on Outdoor equity, and providing access to the outdoors to underrepresented groups. Here are a few that OCRF is proud to fund in this round, both going to new grantees of the OCRF: 
Aves Compartidas project : Engaging Underserved Youth in Bilingual Wildlife Education and Habitat Stewardship, a project led by Ecology in Classrooms & Outdoors
and a Revival of the Maqlaqs paddle project that reconnects Indigenous youth and families to their ancestral waterways through paddlesports across the Klamath Basin. 

In your commission packet is Attachment 3 (Submitted Projects Overview), summarizing all of the project abstracts that we received. And Attachment 2 in your packet lists the 19 projects recommended for funding from this round. The Committee was unanimous in their approval.  the projects selected advanced the goals of the SWAP and our strategic initiative of everyone belongs outdoors

One of ocrfs goals is to engage new and diverse applicants, happy to report that well over half of the selected projects are new grantees for the OCRF ( 13/19, or 68%)




Staff Recommendation

• 19 projects

• $436,297 in expenditures

Seeking Commission Approval for:
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Staff recommendation is to Approve the selected projects (totaling $436,297) as recommended by the Conservation and Recreation Advisory Committee.
 
Closing Statement: 
With the funding of these projects OCRF will continue to promote science focused conservation and research as well as outdoor equity and access. I’d like to thank all of you for your time, and of course the OCRF Advisory Committee and Chairs for their continued dedication to the program. 
And with that, we are happy to answer any of your questions. 
 
 
 
Additional Information:
Previous Grant Award:
36 of the 90 applicants (40 %) have received a previous grant award from OCRF; 54/ 90 applicants (60%) have not received a previous grant award 
Of the projects selected for funding, 6/19 (32 %) are prior grant recipients ; 13 / 19 (68 %) are new grant recipients
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