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Capitol Address: 900 Court St. NE, H-377, Salem, OR 97301 – Phone: (503) 986-1403- Rep.DwayneYunker@oregonlegislature.gov 

District Office: 568 NE East St., Grants Pass, OR 97526 – District Phone: (541) 450-9063 – www.oregonlegislature.gov/Yunker 

 

 June 27, 2026 

 

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 

4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 

Salem, OR 97302 

 

RE: Public Comment on Big Game Rulemaking – OAR 635-065-0772 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

I am writing to support an update to OAR 635-065-0772, changing the term "Terminal Illness" to "Life-

Threatening Illness" for the Hunt of a Lifetime program. 

 

While this is a minor text edit for the rulebook, it makes a massive difference to the families involved. Words 

matter. Many doctors are hesitant to use the word "terminal" because these children often still have a fighting 

chance. A huge part of a kid's treatment plan is hope and a positive mental attitude, and slapping the word 

"terminal" on their program paperwork actively works against that. 

 

Sadly, some children have learned about the grim outlook of their condition just by seeing this word used in 

program paperwork. As you can imagine, this causes heartbreaking, unnecessary distress for their parents 

and loved ones. 

 

The Hunt of a Lifetime organization has already dropped the word "terminal" in their program paperwork for 

this exact reason, opting instead for "Life-Threatening Illness." Oregon's rules should reflect that same 

standard of compassion. 

 

I strongly urge the Commission to approve this simple but meaningful change during the September 

rulemaking. Thank you for your time and for supporting these kids. 

 

Sincerely,  

  
Dwayne Yunker 

State Representative, Oregon House District 3 

 

cc:  

ODFW Game Program Manager Derek JA Broman 

ODFW Director Debbie Colbert 



ID Completion time Name2
Affiliation 
or type of 
stakeholder 

Comments 

1 7/24/26 16:04:33 John Cole
General 
public

I believe that current archery seasons and opportunities are not equal to those given rifle hunters.  I believe that success 
statistics support my opinion.  I believe that branched bull tags for archery seasons should be in equal number to those 
given in the same units for rifle hunters.  I believe that archery hunters should have 3 different tags to apply for, Any elk,( 
including branched bulls), spike elk, cow elk.  Total number of tags in the unit should not increase above current levels 
with “Any Elk” tags numbers to equal branched rifle tags.

John Cole
2 7/24/26 18:04:35 Patrick Miller Hunter By setting the seasons so early you can't evaluate the impact of fires or harsh winters might have.

3 7/25/26 19:50:27 Ivan Roos Public
I believe some spike only or even 3 point or better would be good for some of the coastal elk hunts but I do not believe 
the spike only hunts should be during first season 

4 7/25/26 22:19:57 daryl stewart hunter

i just have major concerns with hunting and the technological advancements in weapons and gear.  I have been mostly bowhunting elk in oregon 
since 1987 so i have around long enough to know what things used to be like.  i am not interested in telling people what to hunt with but it seems 
animals hardly stand a fair chance anymore.  i drive a lot of miles working in central and eastern oregon so i have lots of time to listen to hunting 
podcasts so its easy to see trends in how equipment and gear have made harvesting animals  "easier".  the number of hunters i hear about 
shooting elk or mule deer at 80 plus yards with a bow is unreal. Its not because they cant do it effectively with modern equipment, but its just that 
the majority of those animals would have escaped unharmed (and available to be hunted again) if hunters were limited to significantly shorter 
shots.  the same goes for the ridiculously long shots rifle "shooters" (long range shooting across canyons isnt hunting) are consistently taking.
i understand enforcing restrictions on any kind of long range shooting would be mostly impossible.  And many of our seasons are already very short 
and/or restricted to spikes or hard to draw tags.  It seems the most efficient way to manage these "problems" would be to continue to increase 
opportunities for truly primitive weapons like old muzzleloaders, trad bows, unscoped rifles etc...
like i said i dont want to tell people what to hunt with 
but i believe the people who really want to hunt bad enough would switch to more primitive weapons over time.  obviously its hard to make drastic 
changes and its not a simple  situation to "correct" but a lot of whats going on just doesnt seem right.  
the other big changes with mapping software, backcountry gear that is unbelievably better than it used to be, optical advancements, rangefinders, 
radios to direct people, atv's everywhere,  illegal devices like drones, infrared, etc. cellular trail cams, how to videos and podcasts shortening 
learning curves .... it goes on and on
the use of technology and educational info that improves the hunting and shooting enjoyment in the field etc is great... we all want quick clean kills 
and to be as comfortable as possible doing hard things
it just seems there needs to be some changes or we are going to lose more opportunity which is what i would hate to see.  
One thought i had about archery elk season (and maybe something similar for rifle as far as more "primitive " hunts 
split the bow season in half.... do the complainers really need to elk hunt 20-30 days a season???
i cant believe how many people spend so much time hunting.  this would be more like new mexico and spread the hunters out more... it would also 
somewhat limit the guys who actually kill most the elk.... the ones who are hunting several weeks a season and are super serious hunters.  maybe 2 
12-14 day seasons (draw only/no general) with 5 day break between them.. one tradbow, one any bow... flip them early to later every other year... 
just an idea. do something similar with rifle and muzzleoader /primitive rifle

5 7/28/26 8:23:53 Lissa Crider General Animal refuges are there to protect animals. No hunting. Ever.



6 7/28/26 13:20:58 David Pitts

Private 
lands 
wildlife 
manager

Deer hunting east of the Cascades should be suspended for one year due to depleted populations.  Maybe more in some 
areas.  I understand that the ODFW is drunk on the money that it generates but what is more important.......Recovery of 
deer populations or more money for ODFW.   Most all the hunters that i have been in contact with supports suspending 
deer season.  Do what is right for the deer population and not what money it puts in your pocket.  I have been an avid 
hunter in Oregon since the '60's and have influenced land management which includes wildlife for many years.  

7 7/29/26 20:12:47 Garrett Soper
General 
public 

Please evaluate adding muzzleloader hunts for the elk hunts in Weneha, Mt. Emily, Walla Walla, and sled springs. Even 
10 tags for each unit would draw some of the point creep. Plus add one more draw tag that is good for all three big units 
or 3 tags total one for each unit; give the hunter from September through November to hunt. Should draw a ton of 
application money and also cause someone with max points to cash in on another hunt.
Other ideas for opportunities to hunt.
Thanks.

8 7/30/26 7:11:45 Reice L. Moyer
General 
Public

I personally am opposed to the removal of the take of antlerless elk in the West Cascades outside of National Forest 
during the general archery season. The take of antlerless elk during archery season is 14% or less. Per the ODFW 
reporting system, the total number of antlerless elk taken in the west cascades across five hunt units was 8 animals in 
2025. The hunt unit that I actively hunt had a 14% antlerless success during the general season w/ 219R and a total of 3 
antlerless elk taken. Total antlerless elk taken across all reports within the unit was 5 (1 in 2024). The main herd that I 
participate in hunting is substantial and five cow elk taken from the herd would not have an effect in the herd 
population. From my experience watching this herd for a number of years, the herd continues to grow. Reading over the 
harvest reports, it appears that the largest impact on the population is from private land take. ODFW eliminated the unit 
19 late season antlerless hunt and speaking from experience, late season elk hunting antlerless elk is a very challenging 
hunt with a bow and the success rate is a single digit number. In addition, unit 19 has also also grown in herd population 
from 39.3% in 2022 to 50.4% in 2025 with bull to cow ratio holding steady and calves:100 cows staying consistent. The 
data given on the ODFW website shows that eliminating the opportunity to take antlerless elk has no effect and the herd 
numbers in the unit I primarily hunt continues to show growth. I, personally, would like to see ODFW reinstate the late 
season antlerless elk opportunity for archery as well.

9 8/7/26 10:18:07 E. Sherry GP Protect our cougars!

10 8/7/26 10:19:34 Lisa Read

I’m not a 
stakeholder 
but I live in 
Oregon.

Please do not trap and kill Oregon’s cougars.

11 8/7/26 10:20:45 Em Miller
Constituent 
and 
taxpayer

Do not expand the demise of Oregon' mountain lion.

12 8/7/26 10:22:39 Wendy Clements Oregonian Please don’t kill more cougars. 
13 8/7/26 10:22:52 Michael Halloran Public Stop the killing 



14 8/7/26 10:23:28 Judy Kinsman
Concerned 
public

We must learn to manage these creatures with non lethal means.

15 8/7/26 10:23:29 Diana Coats-Langfo
Public Tax 
Payer

I am concerned, As an Oregonian, that a loophole was found to kill cougars after voters rejected this idea.  I respectfully 
urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed 
between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-
approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors 
impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native 
wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the 
ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.  Haven't we taken enough from these 
creatures who have given up their habitats for us?

16 8/7/26 10:23:39 Petra Shapiro General Please do not kill cougars!

17 8/7/26 10:24:54 James B. Massey N
general 
public

Stop attempting to wipe out the cougar population in Oregon.  Some protection is needed to save the remaining cougar 
population.

18 8/7/26 10:26:20 Ruth DuValle General We need to protect wildlife and stop encroaching on their habitat. 

19 8/7/26 10:26:22 Cristy Murray
general 
public

Please reject the plan to kill more cougars.  Stop killing wildlife.  You're supposed to protect it.  People need to learn to 
live with these animals.  We have stolen their homes to build our own.  As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject 
the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 
2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on 
hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting 
bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats 
play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and 
humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

20 8/7/26 10:26:24 Nathaniel Lundin 
General 
public 

Big cats are a necessary part of the ecosystem and living things that deserve to have the experience of being a 
consciousness contained within a physical form moving through the natural world. Please reject the proposed rule 
change that would allow killing of more big cats in Oregon.

21 8/7/26 10:26:50 Amy Ruppel

the 
compassion
ate general 
public

This sounds like some sportsman's dream of a cougar trophy was allowed to come to fruition. As an Oregonian, I 
respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to 
be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to 
Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the 
underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. 
These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In 
Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

22 8/7/26 10:27:17 Timothy Rinner
Concerned 
Citizen

Reject the proposal to kill cougars.  It’s inhumane and hurts the balance of nature. 

23 8/7/26 10:27:17 Susan Koch general This is so inhumane! 



24 8/7/26 10:27:23 KL public Please do not carry out your plan to kill cougars. They have a right to live.

25 8/7/26 10:28:29 Shari Shreve
General 
Public

Please leave these beautiful cats alone.  They were here before us and have every right to be here long after we are 
gone.  I am tried of humans thinking that every piece of land belongs to us when it really doesn't.  Only humans think 
they control all of the land, air and waters that we all share.  Do not let this pass and find another way to coexist with 
these wild beauties.

26 8/7/26 10:29:22 Karen McClinton
General 
public

I’m writing to ask you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ allowing up to 18 cougars to be killed 
between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-
approved ban on hounding cougars. Studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These native 
wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. People in Oregon value the 
ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

27 8/7/26 10:30:00 Mary Schroeder
general 
public

I respectfully urge you to reject the inhumane proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 
cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal. 

28 8/7/26 10:30:21 Lois Arata
General 
public 

I am an Oregonian. I urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 
cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane 
management of all wildlife. Reject this proposal!

29 8/7/26 10:31:24 Debbi  Wood
General  
public

The animals MUST  BE  PROTECTED !!!!!!  What kind of idiot would NOT  protect the animals?

30 8/7/26 10:32:04 Elizabeth hoffmannGeneral Cougars deserve protection, not extinction.
31 8/7/26 10:32:24 Jacqueline Glyde Public Protect the Cougars 

32 8/7/26 10:32:59 Jennifer 
general 
public

Reject Oregon's plan to kill more cougars.  Killing cougars will not stop the struggling bighorn sheep herd because it does 
not address the real challenges facing the herd such as habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity, and climate 
pressures. 

Additionally, the process proposed to kill these cougars involve banned hounding practices which is completely and 
utterly inhumane.  These methods put other wildlife at risk as well.

Oregon's wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline, not 
ineffective and cruel killing.



33 8/7/26 10:33:28 Tess Chedsey
general 
public

Why is killing always the answer when it comes to wildlife? This is neanderthal thinking. Experts in environmental 
science can certainly come up with a humane solution to any problem. Don't take away the pumas' right to life.

34 8/7/26 10:33:31 Reverend Audrey A
general 
public

Cougars serve an important role in our ecosystem. To blatantly hunt and kill in the name of "conservation" opens the 
door for exactly the opposite; ecological catastrophe, specifically causing the entire ecosystem to collapse from the 
bottom up. Without predators, prey like deer overgraze and consume their environment in its entirety. Cougars serve as 
one of an ecosystem's quintessential forms of checks and balances. Without predators there is no other flora and faun 
left to enjoy on hikes, or even for so many people's beloved sports hunting because the unchecked overgrazing leads to 
starvation through the following seasons, leaving no deer left, and the cycle continues with each section of the 
ecosystem.

35 8/7/26 10:33:44 Tammy "Jo" Becker
general 
public

Please focus on the real challenges facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and 
climate pressures, not cougars.  Thank you

36 8/7/26 10:35:47 Eileen General No! This is inhumae nonsense! Oregon is better than this.
37 8/7/26 10:35:51 Dianne Kuykendall General Please keep the circle of life safe. Stop interfering with man killing our animals. 

38 8/7/26 10:36:44 Karen Denes 
General 
public 

Hello, 

I believe my experience and skill set would be an asset for this position. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Regards, Robert.

39 8/7/26 10:36:45 Stuart Sandler General Do not be killing cougars.  Don't do it!

40 8/7/26 10:38:00 Lynda Horst Public
I value cougars, and want to see them thrive. We should be trying to figure out a way to live with them instead of 
destroying them!  So cruel and unnecessary!  We are encroaching on their home, not the other way around. Please 
recognize that!

41 8/7/26 10:38:22 Jeanne Eddy general Save cougars!  We need to protect all wildlife.

42 8/7/26 10:38:54 Mary Beth South
General 
piblic

Do not allow Cougars to be hunted at all. They help maintain nature's balance by eliminating sick and wounded animals. 
They have a right to live and are very much a part of a healthy ecosystem. 

43 8/7/26 10:39:23 Theresa Oregonian

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. 

When oregonians voted on this ban, they were not voting on exceptions. Additionally, hounds and traps are inhumane 
and counter to most Oregonians' love of nature and the outdoors. 

Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and 
studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane 
management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”



44 8/7/26 10:39:38 ANNE
GENERAL 
PUBLIC

PLEASE PROTECT COUGARS.  
COULD THEY BE RELOCATED TO A SAFER ENVIRONMENT.

CORDIALLY
45 8/7/26 10:42:52 Anne Branch Individual Do not approve to hurt animals

46 8/7/26 10:44:01 KURT WINNER PUBLIC

These big Cats are keystone predators. They are an integral part the ecosystem and help cull the weaker of other 
species. Without them Elk will overpopulate and decimate riverbanks, tree seedlings affecting all other species that rely 
on an unmolested water source. This has been proven in Yellows tone with Wolves resulting in the comeback of many 
other species. Thank you for your time.

47 8/7/26 10:44:42 Marianne Schecklm
general 
public

As a concerned Oregonian, I implore you to reject this proposal to kill 18 cougars in the Trout Creek Mountains. We have 
played god too much with nature and have seen the consequence of our own egotistical ignorance. We need our 
predators. They help regulate and stabilize healthy ecosystems. Instead of killing our predators, we should be assessing 
the habitat and health of the bighorn sheep herds. We must explore all our options first before rushing in to kill other 
living creatures. We have been gift with God-given powers of reason and can challenge ourselves to do better before 
taking more lives. Please vote NO to this proposal. Thank you.

48 8/7/26 10:44:44 Martha Gilleland Citizen Do not allow the killing of cougers.
49 8/7/26 10:45:01 kristen cotter marlogeneral Please explore humane options with conservation of lands and species needs in harmony with businesses
50 8/7/26 10:47:28 Erin Kelnhofer General Please don’t kill wildlife 

51 8/7/26 10:48:14 Patricia Armstrong
general 
public

I am fully against this proposed cougar kill.  The balance of nature is already messed up.  We suffer over population of 
deer along the coast.  We need our cougars.  

52 8/7/26 10:48:28 Meredith Peyton Public

Protect the cougars. They serve a critical purpose in the environment. Predators are disappearing too rapidly and the 
vermin they eat are destroying everything. Predators balance our ecosystems. Just look at what happens when wolves 
are either reintroduced to an area or conversely, eradicated. There are literal studies covering what happens when 
predators are killed off. Please protect them, and ensure their futures in Oregon. 

53 8/7/26 10:49:00 Dyann Dukelow General Don’t kill the Cougars.  They are wonderful animals that need to be protected, not slaughtered!

54 8/7/26 10:49:02 Gisela Ryter Gen. Pulic

As a longtime resident I urge you to reject the proposal to reduce the number of cougars in the Trout Creek Mountains 
by 18 between 2026-2028 through the use of traps and hounds, ignoring Oregon voters’ will against use of hounds. 
This proposal is no long term solution and fails to consider all factors impacting big horn sheep in Oregon. 
Also, just like wolves, cougars are part of a healthy eco system, culling old and sick deer and elk, and helping with 
overgrazing

55 8/7/26 10:50:53 Renea DeGeorge public Stop the murder of cougars. 

56 8/7/26 10:50:57 Michelle Winner Public 

I have lived in Oregon since 1999. Seems they are quick to destroy wildlife in favor of ranchers nd extending areas to 
allow building suburbs. I do not support this. I live on 20 acres zoned woodland in Clackamas County and do NOT have 
trouble with cougars , mountain lions, bears, bobcats, coyotes etc. Do better Oregon and stop pandering to 
development and ranching. 

57 8/7/26 10:51:20 Diana Brown General Leave those cougars alone!! 
58 8/7/26 10:51:23 Christina Goodall Public Stop killing our wildlife. No more culling innocent animals.



59 8/7/26 10:52:02 Angela Simpson
General 
public

Killing predators is never the solution to try to prop up the population of prey. Prey are usually decreasing due to 
pressures from humans such as habitat loss, climate change, and food degradation. Address these problems first. 
Science first.

60 8/7/26 10:52:05 Phil Bryer
general 
public

I urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed 
between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-
approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is NOT a long-term solution and will NOT address the underlying 
factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, 
native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value 
the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. If the environment and health of the ecosystem are important to 
you, you must reject this proposal.

61 8/7/26 10:53:59 Pavla Zakova-Laney
general 
public

These magnificent animals are just trying to live - survive our constant encroachment on their territory. If we kill them, 
they cannot live their lives. We want to control other living beings BUT we cannot control ourselves. By killing other 
living beings, we are selfish and cruel. Where are our compassion, respect and stewardship of our beautiful planet and 
its magnificent wildlife, which we cannot create? Let's respect and admire these beautiful and amazing cats and other 
wildlife and learn to live with them around. They deserve to live. We want to live. Thank you for listening and 
understanding.

62 8/7/26 10:55:31 Noreen Blanchette General Our wildlife should be protected.  We must not be needlessly killing cougars 

63 8/7/26 10:59:24 Lisa Artner
General 
Public

I live in Ashland OR, and urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow cougars 
to be killed in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps.  Oregonian have previously voted against this. 

Killing cougars is not a long-term solution.  Possibly introduce deer to the area as a food source for the cougar.  You can 
transport the deer from Ashland Oregon to Trout Creek Mountains (I'm a bit serious).   Don't mess with nature; let the 
animals figure it out.  Reject this proposal.

64 8/7/26 10:59:29 Matt de Gruyter

Oregon 
business 
owner and 
citizen

While I'm sure difficult stewardship decisions must be made, I'd urge the state of Oregon to take a truly humane and 
public backed approach to how we STEWARD our wild places and the animals that live in those places. 

65 8/7/26 11:01:12 Julie Mawson
Oregon 
resident

This is a cruel and inhumane way to destroy cougars. Let's find a better way to take care of out wildlife.

66 8/7/26 11:01:49 Cheryl Petrie OR I against killing cougars in Oregon 

67 8/7/26 11:03:36 Fay Harrison 
General 
Public 

These methods of dealing with our wildlife are not only unethical but extremely cruel.  It's also condoning these methods 
which my state certainly shouldn't be accepting. 
Please put a stop to this blatant torture of our wildlife. 

68 8/7/26 11:03:58 Jeanie Lemens OR Please reject the proposal to allow 18 more cougars to be killed. There is already too much killing of animals.

69 8/7/26 11:07:26 ellen pillow self
I oppose killing of wildlife, including the cougars in the Trout Creek Mountains using the inhumane methods of traps, 
snares or dogs. I oppose the current plan ot kill up to 18 cougar in this area.



70 8/7/26 11:10:38 C GROVES
GENERAL 
PUBLIC

It is time to wake up and give all sentient beings, humane treatment and the respect they deserve!
The cougars are iconic, in Oregon and belong here!  The cruel trapping devices and use of dogs is unacceptable!!!  The 
Bighorns, have reduced in numbers, due to several reasons and it is NOT just
the cougars.   Disease, climate changes and most importantly...their habitat loss, DUE to guess who...HUMAN BEINGS! 

WAKE UP, MANKIND AND STOP THE SELFISH DESTRUCTION OF THIS PLANET!!!

71 8/7/26 11:11:22 Arakalgud Ramamu  
Private 
citizen

How about some respect for living things? What makes the humans above all other lives. The idea is disrespectful and 
disgusting. 

72 8/7/26 11:13:42 Iryna Mulder
general 
public

Hunting of wild animals should be prohibited altogether. Cougars are a key species in the Oregon forest and controlling/ 
managing/ allowing killing cougars impacts the health of the whole forest eco-systems. Humans believe that we know 
know better at managing natural balance but we have proven over and over that we are not and natural balanced is best 
achieved without human involvement. Instead of managing cougars we should all take a closer look at the real problem 
such as too much grazing by cows and the impact of free ranged animals on the balance and competion with native and 
naturalized wildlife. Let cougars live freely!

73 8/7/26 11:15:17 Drusilla M Winters
General 
public

Your proposal to allow the killing of 18 cougars is very short sighted. The threats to the bog horned sheep population are 
climate change, habitat loss, and limited genetic diversity. The very human decision to limit predators is historic and is in 
part the reason that we have the ecosystem problems  we face today. Please keep human interference to a minimum 
and do not target cougars. 

74 8/7/26 11:15:22 Nina Rollow Citizen
Please do not allow hunting of cougars with packs of dogs or using snares and traps. Voters already approved of a ban on 
hunting cougars. Please honor that ban.

75 8/7/26 11:15:59 William Drevescraf  
Oregon 
citizen

I sympathize with the sheep issue, which have habitat loss and disease, but I do not agree with killing cougars. I don’t 
think it will solve the problem, and we will lose some of our few remaining wild animals.

76 8/7/26 11:18:07 Sandra Buchta 
General 
public

All creatures deserve to live UNAFRAID. Just because some IDIOT thinks killing them is "fun". We should have "big game 
hunters"
hunting day! I abhor people killing wild creatures "just because".

77 8/7/26 11:18:48 Julie Lane
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. 

This process is inhumane and does not address the deeper challenges around conservation and habitat management.

78 8/7/26 11:18:56 Robert Lester General Please stop this unnecessary, inhuman and ineffective plan to kill cougars in the Trout Creek Mountains.

79 8/7/26 11:19:15 mary Jean Hubert citizen
Please reject the proposal to kill Oregon cougars in the upcoming targeted zones. We need to protect wildlife, not kill 
them.



80 8/7/26 11:19:19 Devin gp

reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 
and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban 
on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting 
bighorn sheep, 

81 8/7/26 11:20:21 Linda Ulvaeus
general 
public

Please reject the plan to reduce the cougar population in the Trout Creek Mountains.
Killing cougars won’t address the real challenges facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic 
diversity and climate pressures. In addition, leghold traps and neck snares are also likely to be used. These devices are 
deeply inhumane and put other wildlife at risk.
Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.

82 8/7/26 11:21:18 Carla Cudmore 

General 
public and 
rural 
landowner

Mountain lions need room and protections.  People are moving into their lands more and more and want them to leave. 
There is only so much wild lands. 

83 8/7/26 11:21:59 Dresden Skees-Gre
general 
public

Bighorn Sheep and Cougars have lived together for thousands to millions of years. Killing Cougars is not the solution to 
the Bighorn Sheep's problems. We need to find a way to help both species continue to live together as they always have 
by creating healthier populations.

84 8/7/26 11:23:09 Colleen L. CASEY
General 
Public

There is no reason to claim that the resident cougar population is soley responsible for changes in Bighorn Sheep 
population when there are so many other factors to consider. 

ODFW needs to stop being so quick to appease the hunting industry lobby and instead focus on long range management, 
protection, and balance of wildlife populations, including  apex predators such as cougars.

85 8/7/26 11:26:33 Sandra Ericson Voter!

The concept of killing will animals for fun, for sport is ignorant. What human beings kill only hastens their own end. We, 
as such, depend for our existence — now more than ever before — on the health of the wild and the creatures within it. 
Providing for predation by some people with a predilection for violence is not a moral or pragmatic stance or the whole 
of a society or a state. Do not support killing wild animals for fun.

86 8/7/26 11:27:38 Ann-Marie Yost General Apex predators are critical for ecosystems and should be protected, not killed. 
87 8/7/26 11:30:01 Kallissa Miller Private Please do not move forward on your plans to trap, kill or harm the cougars  in anyway. 

88 8/7/26 11:33:53 Eileen Stark
general 
public

As biologist in Oregon, I strongly urge you to reject the proposal to begin a new cougar "target area" that allows as many 
as 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 - 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using traps and hounds, despite Oregon’s 
voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Pursuing and killing cougars is a disturbingly cruel act — not a solution — that 
will NOT address the underlying factors that impact bighorn sheep: habitat loss, climate chaos, disease, etc.  Scientific 
studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. As keystone species, they play a vital, stabilizing 
effect on the entire ecosystem. Cougars are complex social animals that should not be "managed" in such an unethical 
and inhumane way. Please decline this proposal.



89 8/7/26 11:39:09 Peter Pfeiffer

Person of 
the general 
public. No 
affiliation 
with 
corporate, 
state, or 
federal 
government
.

I strenuously urge the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target 
area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds 
and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. This is just the wrong plan to 
address the issues impacting the bighorn sheep. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the 
underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep. Studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. The 
Department of Fish and Game should address habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and climate pressures to 
help the bighorn sheep in this area. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and 
are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please do not 
search for an exemption of Oregon's voter approved ban on using hounds to hunt cougars down. Do the right thing and 
please reject this proposal.

90 8/7/26 11:39:33 Janet Jones

A devoted 
Oregon 
resident, 
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I am stunned to learn of a proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 
cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains. I understand you propose using hounds and 
traps, claiming an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. This defies the established decision 
of Oregon voters, and contrary to the intent of the voters. Especially the use of hounds and traps for culling is contrary 
to the voters' decisions.

Surely you recognize that killing cougars is not a long-term solution for bighorn sheep, and will not address the 
underlying factors that affect them. As an Oregonian, I value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. 

Please stay true to Oregon's values and reject this proposal.

91 8/7/26 11:40:48 Wendy Manley
general 
public

Please do not kill any more Mountain Lions/Cougars. Do we as humans seriously have to kill EVERYTHING? Thank you.

92 8/7/26 11:40:57 Sarah Saucy general No hounds! No snares! Too cruel. 

93 8/7/26 11:54:15 Beverly Tiemann
general 
public

I moved to Oregon eight years ago. As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new 
cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains 
using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is 
not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep; studies have widely 
questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy 
ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. 
Please reject this proposal. Thank you.

94 8/7/26 11:57:10 Elizabeth Smiley Public
As habitats for wild animals is encroached upon by human population, and impacted by the climate crisis, it is imperative 
to protect and preserve the wildlife.  It is unacceptable to hunt cougars when there are alternatives that will protect the 
bighorn sheep.  And using dogs, snares and traps is inhumane.  



95 8/7/26 11:59:15 Robert Stout
General 
public

As an Oregonian and someone who spends more time in wildlands than any of you, I am demanding you reject the dumb-
ass proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 
2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains.    Good grief.   Stop behaving like 'donalds', start using your brains and stop with this 
stupidity.   

96 8/7/26 12:07:17 Lori Berant
resident of 
state of 
Oregon

I'm shocked and frankly sickened to know the state of Oregon is using such barbaric tactics to solve a low population of 
Big Horn Sheep population. This is not what I expect from a state that is known for it's preservation of the enviroment 
and the animal species that live here.  We have scientific methods to study and solve these issues, why is the state of 
Oregon using such cruel and outdated culling methods to eradicate these Cougars? There must be another way to 
resolve this issue, has there been any other methods suggested or is it just cheaper or easier? I'm just beyond angry that 
this is the horrific choice my state has stooped to and not tried to further resolved other issues that are contributing to 
the Sheep's declining population. How about not allowing big game hunters to kill Big Horn Sheep that would be the first 
option one would logically look at. How about moving some of these animals to other areas of the state for release? We 
need big preditors in our state they help keep our eco system heathy. This choice feels political, and that is not a good 
look for our state. I hope and am planning on supporting enviromental organizations that will go to court to fight this 
state run animal abuse! 

97 8/7/26 12:07:19 Judith Barrington Human Do not allow or encourage the killing of cougars. Such action will not help bighorn sheep. 

98 8/7/26 12:08:05 Molly Flanagan
general 
public

I live in Oregon and I'm disturbed about the proposal to allow the killing of cougars in the Trout Creek Mountains. 
Oregonians already voted to ban the use of hounds to hunt cougars. No exemption can be made. Traps or snares are 
also inhumane and unacceptable. 

Killing wild predators is not a long-term solution. As I understand it, the bighorn sheep are suffering from disease, 
climate pressures, overbreeding, and habitat loss. While native wild cats play help maintain ecosystems. Their lives 
matter. Please reject this proposal.

99 8/7/26 12:09:26 Jane Davies public Let's protect our wildlife. Transport them elsewhere if there is a problem. We need more information.

100 8/7/26 12:09:42 Robin L Wachs

General 
Public - 
Retired 
Wildlife 
Biologist

As an Oregonian and a Wildlife biologist, I am against the proposed quota (culling) of killing mountain lions in the Trout 
Creek Area. The plan is short-sighted, does not protect deer or other ungulates as will be hoped and is not thought out 
with proper thinking of the tenets of Wildlife and Habitat Management.  Killing the predator of a prey species is not the 
first step and should be at the bottom of the list. This is an ages old FALSE DOGMA that resource agencies today, and the 
public fall for all the time. It is the sign of lazy resource officers and agnecies that peddle only to the hunters and not 
aspiring to see the big picture of habitat loss, fragmentation, food resources, cover resources, etc. Look at the habitat, 
look at the hunting pressure first! Does anyone remember the passenger pigeon? When a hunted species has low 
numbers, the first thing to do would be to stop hunting it and assess the entire picture. A balanced habitat and 
ecosystem are just that, if the deer are truly not plentiful enough, eventually mountain lion numbers will fall, but nothing 
is true across the board. Each regional area is different as to the causes of decline. What happened to being and doing 
Wildlife Biology and Management, it does not cater to man's needs only, it is to protect and balance and restore 
ecosystems with all animals intact.



101 8/7/26 12:10:34 Brian Schachtsick general stop the killing
102 8/7/26 12:13:05 Paige Geschrey OR Please stop killing animal!

103 8/7/26 12:18:36 Brendan Lee
General 
Public.

Instead of decreasing the cougar population by 50% over the next three years. How about addressing the real problems 
for Big Horn Sheep! Like: habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity & climate pressures

104 8/7/26 12:19:13 Jackie Johnson
Oregon 
citizen

The methods proposed to limit cougar popuations are exceedenly cruel and inhumane.  There are other ways to protect 
the bighorn population.

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

Thank you for your consideration.

105 8/7/26 12:19:21 Renee Dennis General Save all of our Animals. We cannot afford to allow anymore to be added to the endangered species list.
106 8/7/26 12:22:46 Jennifer McDaid General Please don't kill animals that are not a direct threat to the public.

107 8/7/26 12:27:03 Sarah Hess
General 
public

Please reject this proposal! Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root 
causes of wildlife decline—not ineffective and cruel killing. Humans are smart enough to address root causes instead of 
always jumping to the conclusion of killing animals. 

108 8/7/26 12:36:35 Sandi Samel

Environmen
tally-minded 
Oregon 
voter

Please reject the proposal to eliminate 50% of cougars in the target area of Trout Creek Mountains.  As an Oregonian, I 
am dismayed and disappointed that ODFW would choose to use a loophole to negate the will of the voting public that 
approved a ban of using hounds to chase down cougars.  The use of leg hold traps and neck snares is even more 
horrifically cruel than the use of hounds. While I am in favor of efforts to support the viability of big horn sheep in the 
Trout Creek Mountain area, studies of apex predators have consistently shown the reduction of predators will not 
benefit the sheep.  The bighorn sheep population is dwindling as a result of climate pressures, limited genetic diversity, 
disease and habitat loss.

109 8/7/26 12:40:09 MaryAnn Kenniger
General 
public

Why is it humans have to inter fear with nature. Leave the cougars alone. I have seen where coyotes are killed for 
hurting peoples pets. Then a huge rabbit population appears. Please leave nature alone

110 8/7/26 12:41:01 J. David Scott General I am totally anti-cull and am against hunting s well.
111 8/7/26 12:41:41 Jim May General How absolutely absurd!

112 8/7/26 12:43:51 RJ Schuppert
General 
public

Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.

113 8/7/26 12:46:48 Maria Kelly
general 
public

Please do not kill cougars to address a dwindling population of another species - especially if those tactics include 
trapping, baiting and hounds. Please address the broader issue of climate change's effect on the ecosystem as a whole. 
Thank you.

114 8/7/26 12:47:15 Stacey  Clark General Please don't kill these beautiful cats 



115 8/7/26 12:49:11 Alice Brockgreitens
senior 
citizen

Cougars are an iconic part of our environment. Their habitat is being gobbled. Apex predators provide a valuable service 
in keeping our forests healthy. Even back when I was a young college student, some 60 years ago, research on Isle 
Royale showed that wolves cull deer and elk herds and keep them health.

Allowing so called "sportsmen" to kill these animals is immoral.

116 8/7/26 12:51:41 Amy Derr General Why do we kill wildlife?

117 8/7/26 12:52:02 Marjorie Sovereign
General 
Public

I oppose certain ways these cougars might be allowed to trap or hunt the cougars in question, such as leg traps and dog 
chase downs. I suspect the culling of some animals might be necessary but want it done in a humane manner.

118 8/7/26 12:53:57 Erika White 
general 
public 

Using cruel and inhumane measures to kill cougars does not address the real threat to bighorn sheep - habitat 
destruction, decreasing biodiversity and climate change. Please be respectful to nature.

119 8/7/26 12:54:58 Christine VanHalde  
General 
public 

We need them to cut down on the over population of deer and elk. Deer and elk needs increased depopulation. 
Especially the elk in cannon beach

120 8/7/26 12:58:00 Mark Whitney
Concerned 
citizen

Killing animals is NOT the answer or solution.

121 8/7/26 13:03:49 Danielle Public Leave the murder kitties alone. No dogs!!

122 8/7/26 13:04:09 Ed Capelle
general 
public

I am opposed to the plan to kill 18 cougars.  Instead if the population needs to be reduced, they should be trapped and 
relocated......not killed.

123 8/7/26 13:04:30 Michael Randall
General 
Oublic

Leave the cougars alone. Plenty of fat, greedy and useless subhumans. Please be good stewards of OUR PLANET and quit 
fucking over the natural world. More cougars and less greedy Republicans who support a grifting pedophile. 

124 8/7/26 13:09:54 Robert Thornhill
Geeral 
Public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

125 8/7/26 13:10:38 Lucy Kelly 
General 
public 

You should not kill any cougars, at all. They are loved by more people than those who want to kill them, and they play an 
essential role in their ecosystem. They are also at unnaturally low numbers, so we need more of them, not fewer!



126 8/7/26 13:17:56 Jean Svadlenka

Oregon 
resident 
general 
public

As an Oregonian and avid hiker/backpacker in Oregon, I urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar 'target 
area' that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds 
and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars.
Please note that the Oregon public has spoken on this issues and when voting on the ban on hunting cougars, there was 
no indication that exemptions could be made.
I spend much of my time outdoors in the backcountry of Oregon, and I can say without a doubt or hesitation that 
cougars are absolutely critical to keeping Oregon's wild spaces healthy and in balance. The Trout Creek Mountains may 
seem remote and has a density of cougars but I would like to remind the Department off Fish and Wildlife that cougars 
have a very large territory range and travel great distances for food security. It is quite possible that the cougar 
population in question will divide and migrate separately if given the freedom and opportunity to do so. Such cases have 
been reported in the Sierra Nevada mountain range.
IN addition, killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn 
sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. 
Lastly, I would like to emphasize how inhumane the use of packs of hounds to chase down cougars are. Leghold traps 
and neck snares are equally horrifying. We are all Oregonians, and we know and can do better. Oregon’s wildlife 
deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline, not ineffective and 
cruel killing.

Please, please, please reject this proposal.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Jean Svadlenka
Wilsonville, OR

127 8/7/26 13:21:05 Susan Gallagher
General 
public

It shocks me to learn that Oregon would not only want to kill our country’s beautiful symbol of wildlife the cougar but 
that the people who want to do the killing want to engage in such a cruel inhumane way of doing it! In other countries 
where they have several breeds of wild cats, they have a deep love and respect for those cats. It seems that some of our 
state’s population is lacking in that regard.

128 8/7/26 13:23:12 Judy Tannehill General Is there not a more humane method for capture?
129 8/7/26 13:25:34 Mary Callison general I'm for all sentient beings. Please safeguard our wildlife.



130 8/7/26 13:27:18 Susan Zimmerman
General 
Public 

proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 
in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on 
hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting 
bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats 
play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and 
humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”

131 8/7/26 13:27:48 Juanita Rinas
General 
public

To Whom It concerns; 

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars.

 Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and 
studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. 

These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In 
Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Predators play a huge role in maintaining healthy 
lands that support us all.

 Please reject this proposal.

Best, 
Juanita Rinas
Eugene, OR

132 8/7/26 13:29:08 Savanna Waldon
General 
public

I urge more options to be explored before using inhumane traps such as legholds and neck snares to manage dominating 
wildlife populations. 

133 8/7/26 13:43:06 Debbie Jenkins 
General 
public 

I am deadset against this senseless killing. To Po many species are becoming extinct especially under this current 
nightmare federal government.

134 8/7/26 13:51:20 Ed Lee C
Taxpayer & 
citizen of 
Oregon

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”

135 8/7/26 13:58:32 Marguerite Eliasson 
General 
public 

These animals have a right to survive just like nature has a right to survive. We don’t have dominion over everything. 



136 8/7/26 14:08:37 Kim Norris
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep -- particularly habitat loss -- and studies have widely questioned 
the effectiveness of predator control. 
Cougars play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the 
ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

137 8/7/26 14:11:52 Andrew Ruff General Save the cougars

138 8/7/26 14:13:01 Donna Mulvey OR

Please reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 
2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved 
ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors 
impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native 
wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the 
ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”

139 8/7/26 14:13:51 Monique Williams 
General 
public 

Stop trophy hunting of mountain lions, wolves, Coyotes, and trapping otters, beavers, as well.as killing the owls for tge 
timber industry 
 Its cruel, selfish and greedy 

140 8/7/26 14:16:10 Richard McCombs
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

141 8/7/26 14:30:09 Gayle D Peterson
general 
Oregon 
voter

Your job, I thought, was to protect wildlife and a healthy balance of nature. Please do not allow unnecssary killing of our 
wildlife.

142 8/7/26 14:32:19 Randi L Brinkley
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

143 8/7/26 14:32:55 Dr. Jennifer Love
General 
public

To the ODFW: Please reject the cougar "target area" proposal. Cougars, and all Oregon wildlife, need humane and 
science-based management.

144 8/7/26 14:37:44 Mary Elias
general 
public

How dare you even think to continue the senseless slaughter of wildlife! Do NOT vote to kill the cougars, wolves or 
anything wild. We humans have done enough damage.



145 8/7/26 14:47:02 Scott MacLowry 
General 
public 

Pleade reject this myopic and ill-conceived proposal. It's also cruel, inhumane and will not help the struggling Trout 
Creek bighorn sheep herd.

 Killing cougars won’t address the real challenges facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic 
diversity and climate pressures.

Despite Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars, this proposal would utilize a loophole allowing the use of 
packs of hounds to chase down cougars. Leghold traps and neck snares are also likely to be used. These devices are 
deeply inhumane and put other wildlife at risk.

Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.

146 8/7/26 14:47:51 Chris Gossard
General 
Public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. 

The real challenges facing the big horn sheep population include habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and 
climate pressures, not predation by cougars or other predators. 

Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and 
studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane 
management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”

147 8/7/26 14:49:36 Donna Harris
Individual / 
general 
public

Oregon voters have twice passed a law that bans hunting cougars with hounds.  There should not be any exception to 
this law.  

As an apex carnivore predator, the cougar occupies an important position in our ecosystems. Any well trained wildlife 
biologist should know this .  Let the cougar do its natural job.

As a veterinarian I am totally against the use of traps and snares….not only are these indiscriminate in what they capture, 
but they are certainly inhumane .  A animal will experience pain, possible interference of blood supply to the extremity 
with resulting necrosis of tissue, possible fractures of the lower leg(s), and if not checked in a timely matter …within 24 
hrs….dehydration and weather extremes exposure.  

None of these ideas is good, nor are they humane!  
148 8/7/26 15:03:59 Paul Weinzweig no afiliation Stop the murder
149 8/7/26 15:12:39 Dave Ruud general I am against killing more cougars, thank you.



150 8/7/26 15:19:44 Kelley Argenta
General 
public

As a citizen of the state of OregonI respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ 
that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and 
traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term 
solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the 
effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and 
are complex social animals. We need to value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this 
proposal. Let's come up with a different solution that will help the bighorn sheep as well as the cougars.

151 8/7/26 15:26:58 Ashley 
General 
public

Snaring is inhumane and can kill unintended animals.  Bighorn Sheep are struggling bc of many reasons...mountain lions 
are not a top cause.  Please address the real reasons, habitat loss, stress, disease and climate change 

152 8/7/26 15:39:42 Cindy Corbus General I hope you do not authorize killing cougars.

153 8/7/26 15:41:59 Michelle Casey Oregonian

As an resident and voting citizen of Portland, Oregon, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new 
cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains 
using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Please reject this 
proposal, thank you. 

154 8/7/26 15:42:47 Chase Neuenschwa
Oregon 
Citizen

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Please reject this proposal, thank you. 

155 8/7/26 15:49:49 Christine Korb
GenSave the 
eral public

Save the animals!!!

156 8/7/26 15:51:19 Virginia Rosenkranzgeneral We can't keep taking their habitat & then expect them to leave! At least transport them to wilderness

157 8/7/26 15:54:56 Christine Smith
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’. Oregon's voters 
approved a ban on hounding cougars! 
This proposal would allow up to 18 cougars to be murdered between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using 
horrific methods of hounds and traps.  Murdering these magnificent sentient beings is not a long-term solution and will 
not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. I  value all life , wild or other.  Do not accept this proposal!   Christine W Smith, MD

158 8/7/26 15:59:31 Carla Orr general Reject any proposal that would harm Cougars in any way.  

159 8/7/26 16:01:29 Isabelle Rhodes-Fla
General 
public

Killing cougars is inhumane. It interferes with nature, and doesn't address the underlying issues of their prey's decline, 
such as habitat loss and climate change. Traps meant for cougars are also detrimental to other species. 



160 8/7/26 16:01:58 Beverly Standish
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using inhumane methods. Killing 
cougars is not a solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep. Studies have widely 
questioned the effectiveness of predator control and proved the opposite....that predators provide an important role in 
a healthy ecosystem! Please reject this proposal.

161 8/7/26 16:08:22 Janelle Davidson
general 
public

Pleasse do not allow the killing of cougars in Oregon. The people of Oregon have already made it clear that they do not 
want cougars removed artificially. This new push to eliminate cougars comes through a loophole in the previous 
regulations -- which is unethical -- and purports to blame the cougars for a problem with viability of the bighorn sheep 
population -- which has not been substantiated because of lack of studies of other causes, such as habitat loss, disease, 
limited genetic diversity, loss of habitate and climate changes.  Please do not allow this weak effort wreck havoc with our 
cougar population.

162 8/7/26 16:12:08 Paul Goff

general 
public and 
former 
Secretary of 
both Rogue 
River Sierra 
Club and 
Illinois 
Valley 
Welness 

Allowing the terrible, cruel methods being considered will only be effective for the very short term.  The bighorn sheep 
are under other environmental threats and will sucomb to these if their environment is not worked on.  Rather than 
killing cougars with methods that torture them, they should be cage trapped and moved away.  The expenses will not be 
that different than paying 'trappers' who are into the methods which cause so much physical and mental torture.

163 8/7/26 16:17:32 Judy Ringenson add       
General 
public

I am alarmed by the proposal of Oregon Department of Fish and Game to take inhumane and vicious means to kill 18 
cougars whose activities keep the environment healthy.  Studies have shown that predator control is not the way to save 
bighorn sheep. Do not kill the animals we love and whose battle with extinction is in our near future.  There are other 
ways to save the bighorn that we love.

164 8/7/26 16:30:07 Diana Villanueva 
General 
public

Killing one type of animal to “save” another one makes no sense. Plus using cruel methods is beyond shocking. It’s 
torturing an animal because they simply exist. Find another way to save the bighorn sheep; stop defaulting to having to 
kill another species. ThE DEPT SHOULD BE ASHAMED TO PROPOSE SUCH  MANAGEMENT OF WILDLIFE. It’s their job to 
protect all species. 

165 8/7/26 16:42:56 Susie Sylvia
General 
Public

Just because we're at the top of the food chain does not mean we have the right to kill or maim the wildlife that live 
around us. This is NOT the middle ages, people. Cougars and other wildlife have the God-given right to live in THEIR 
environment and people need to adjust to that.

166 8/7/26 16:57:31 Jayme general don't kill our cougars!



167 8/7/26 16:57:44 Claudia Hasenhuttl
General 
public

Dear ODFW,
As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.
Thank you for your consideration!

168 8/7/26 17:10:45 Carla Marting General Stop killing cougars!!

169 8/7/26 17:10:50 Lora Meisner
Coalition 
Advocating 
for Animals

As an Oregonian and someone who respects all wildlife and even hunters, I am writing to say that rarely in the history of 
human's stupidity to control wildlife has killing one species ever been effective in protecting another. But killing cougars 
won't address the underlying challenges facing the big horn sheep herd, including disease, limited genetic diversity and 
the challenges associated with bighorn sheep translocations.  As well, removing cougars could disrupt cougar social 
structure and actually increase predation on bighorn sheep.  Additionally, Oregon voters ** have twice rejected the use 
of hounds for recreational cougar hunting—and traps and snares are inhumane and put non-target wildlife at risk. (** 
Oregon voters--you know, those people who pay your salaries.)  I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful wildlife 
stewardship that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline, not a return to a management approach ODFW has not 
used since 2019--remember a lot happens in 7 years--like more scientific information and insights even from AI.  Please 
listen to the people who pay your salaries and scientists who know more than you and please REJECT this proposal. 

170 8/7/26 17:12:15 Monica Geyer
general 
public

It appears your science is not valid.  You are throwing "mud at the wall and hoping it sticks".  You need a long term 
solution that isn't cruel, barbaric and will ultimately fail due to wrong studies.  Do better!

171 8/7/26 17:12:44 John Vernon Peters
General 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 
18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I 
believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.

172 8/7/26 17:13:30 Claudia Jaye CorbinGeneral Cougars are a regal and majestic part of Oregon's history. DO NOT ALLOW  TH EM TO BE HUNTED!.

173 8/7/26 17:43:11 denine heinemann
general 
public

So much for Oregon being so green and progressive. Killing 18 cougars is neither. As an Oregonian, I urge you to reject 
the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 
2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on 
hounding cougars. This is absolutely unconscionable.  Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the 
underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. 
These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In 
Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. At least, your constituents do. Please reject this 
proposal.



174 8/7/26 17:52:26 Ann Spencer 
Tax paying 
Oregon 
native

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 
18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I 
believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.

Thank you for your consideration!

Ann Spencer 
Tax payer and Oregon native

175 8/7/26 17:56:03 Melodie Gingras General Stop destroying our wildlife!

176 8/7/26 17:58:00 Tins Bartel
Animal 
Guardian of 
public

Help the bighorns with habitat loss, treat all illness, etc. All the legitimate reasons for bighorn herd struggles are already 
in this letter. Scapegoating and MURDERING COUGARS WON'T Inc THE BIGHORN'S PROBLEMS! 

177 8/7/26 18:14:24 Karen Jeanne Sjogr
General 
public

Cougars are beautiful animals that once ranged across the entire United States.  They are an essential component of 
naturally functioning ecosystems, especially in keeping deer populations within the carrying capacity of their 
environment and away from roads (new study).  (para) Since moving to Oregon in 1991, I have followed the gradual 
increase of the cougar population in this state, and note that it is still under considerable stress from hunting, predator 
control permits, and vehicle strikes.  I have fought persistently against the cruel and unsportsmanlike take of these 
incredible predators. (para)  With this in mind, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains 
cougar target area, which would allow the killing of up to 18 cougars over three years ostensibly to help the bighorn 
sheep herd.  This would do nothing to address the underlying challenges facing this herd, including disease, limited 
genetic diversity, and translocation stress.  It also strikes me as a backdoor effort to bring back the use of hounds, 
foothold traps, and neck snares, which Oregon voters have twice rejected as cruel and inhumane, and which puts non-
target wildlife at risk.  ODFW should address the root causes of wildlife decline, in this case bighorn sheep, rather than 
return to a management approach not used since 2019.  (para)  Thank you for considering my comments.

178 8/7/26 18:23:28 Robin Croghan
general 
public

I am an Oregonian asking that you NOT allow the proposal to kill 18 cougars between 2026 and 2028.  Cougars help 
maintain a balanced eco system and killing them will not change the issues with the big horn sheep.  Please look for 
other ways we might help the big horn sheep that is within the eco system balance. 

179 8/7/26 18:30:30 Debra Merskin Public

As an Oregonian, a Central Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar 
target area. Killing up to 18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have 
unintended consequences. I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that 
addresses the underlying causes of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.

180 8/7/26 18:32:00 Kathleen Blevins
general 
public

Killing the iconic cougar will not help bighorn sheep are are suffering from climate change,  genetic loss,  and other 
issues.   Your Department could much more helpfully explore what we can do to help the sheep,  rather than the fast, 
lazy and ineffective,  just kill a number of  cougars, approach.

181 8/7/26 18:42:25 Patti general Do NOT kill cougars. Shame on you for even thinking about it.



182 8/7/26 18:50:20 THOMAS A BUDD general Wild animals need protection from human predators.  

183 8/7/26 19:02:22 Nina French
general 
public 

The proposal is intended to help a struggling bighorn sheep herd, but killing cougars won’t address the real challenges 
facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and climate pressures.

Despite Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars, this proposal would utilize a loophole allowing the use of 
packs of hounds to chase down cougars. Leghold traps and neck snares are also likely to be used. These devices are 
deeply inhumane and put other wildlife at risk.

Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.

184 8/7/26 19:02:33 Clifford Spencer
general 
public

Voters sad in a recent voter approved ballot measure we OPPOSE killing cougars, ESPECIALLY with hounds. Does the 
ODFW wish to IGONORE voters??I strongly urge rejection of the plan to kill cougars by hounds and traps in the Trout 
Creek Mountains area.

185 8/7/26 19:12:06 Louise C. Abbott
Oregon 
Resident

It is my understanding that the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is proposing a new cougar “target area” that 
would allow 18 cougars to be killed using traps, snares, and hounds over the next three years—a 50% reduction in the 
cougar population in the Trout Creek Mountains.
Please reject this proposal.

The intent of this proposal is to help a struggling bighorn sheep herd. However, killing cougars won’t address the real 
challenges facing the population, which include habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity, and climate pressures.

Destroying cougars is misdirected and short-sighted. Restoring habitat is needed. 

186 8/7/26 19:13:45 Brad Parsa
general 
public

Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.

187 8/7/26 19:22:09 Philip McLain
General 
public

Haven't we been through this before? What new data suggests that killing up to 18 cougars over three years is likely to 
help the bighorn sheep herd?  It's doubtful that cougar predation is the primary cause of decline in bighorn population. 
an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. 

188 8/7/26 19:50:43 vanessa gienapp
general 
public

I am writing today to express my deep disapproval of the barbaric, inhumane, sadistic treatment of the cougars.  I 
implore Oregon to support tranquilizing them so they can be moved humanely. The large number of cougars is due to 
the imbalance of nature, so I implore Oregonians to fix the problem, not just kill.

189 8/7/26 20:09:08 Thomas Black general Do Not kill cougars

190 8/7/26 20:27:27 Margaret Haldane
General 
public

The animals were here before we were. A 50% reduction to the population of an area is too high a cost for us to ask 
them to pay for us to share their home. 



191 8/7/26 20:51:44 Tim Jeffries
General 
public

This looks like another blame-a-natural-species excuse for theft and over-building, -occupying, -commodifying and 
"helping" it, as if we white, Euro-Americans know better than Nature. If we hadn't, and continue having, egregiously 
thrown the natural world so out of balance these situations and conditions would not exist. Stop "managing" the natural 
world; it hasn't worked, and won't.

192 8/7/26 21:12:35 Jan Drake
general 
public

PLEASE REJECT "2027 BIG GAME REGULATIONS." 
I respectfully urge members of the ODFW to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 
18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences.  Killing 
cougars may not address the underlying challenges facing the herd, including disease, limited genetic diversity and the 
challenges associated with bighorn sheep translocations.  In addition, removing cougars may disrupt cougar social 
structure and actually increase predation on bighorn sheep.
I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.
THANK YOU.

193 8/7/26 21:28:39 Chuck Theodore 
General 
public, 
taxpayer

Protect cougars

194 8/7/26 21:48:53 Donna Van Meer
General,pub
lic

I live amongst the cougars and am never bothered by these beautiful creatures. Killing them is completely needless.

195 8/7/26 21:58:10 dana robinson Oregon

PLEASE REJECT THE TROUT LAKE PROPOSAL.
THIS REQUIRES CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND MORE TIME TO STUDY.
JUST KILLING COUGrARS DOES NOT MEAN BIG HORN SHEEP WILL PREVAIL. 
PLEASE REJECT 

196 8/7/26 22:23:47 K Nelson Citizen Please do more research AND work to save animals and their habitat.  Thank you.  
197 8/7/26 22:30:48 Marnie Holmes general reject the cougar target area!!!

198 8/7/26 22:36:36 Angela Kelly
general 
public

Killing cougars won’t address the real challenges facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic 
diversity and climate pressures. Hounding, leghold traps and necks snares are inhumane. Cougars deserve humane, 
science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not ineffective and cruel killing.

199 8/7/26 22:43:07 6815nw poplar dr public Do not hunt cougars, leave the animals alone.
200 8/7/26 23:22:23 Sandi Manion General PLEASE REJECT THE PROPOSED TROUT CREEK MOUNTAINS COUGAR TARGET AREA

201 8/7/26 23:36:31 Michelle Lequin
general 
public 

Cougars are already facing threats from hunting, habitat loss, and encroachment on their territories by humans, and 
other animals searching for scarce food and water. Please do not activate this plan to decimate the cougar population in 
Oregon.

202 8/7/26 23:49:16 Krislyn Dillard citizen
You can't just decimate an animal population because you fear it. Cougars are in the environment for a reason and serve 
many important roles. Only one example: Deer population control and the "fear" factor that keeps them from being such 
a nuisance. 



203 8/7/26 23:54:40 Donna B Steadman
citizen of 
Oregon 

As a longtime Oregon citizen, I am disappointed to learn that Cougars are under the gun here again.     The plan to kill 
several of these keystone animals is short-sighted and wasteful of wildlife and the resources needed to accomplish this 
culling.    Studies show that predator control won't solve the underlying problems facing big horn sheep and other scarce 
animals.
Please reconsider your plan to allow the killing of cougars in the 2026-2028 season.

204 8/8/26 2:07:11 Tami Davies
general 
public

I support only humane, limited cougar removal around herds and city and rural communities but only with live traps or 
tranquilizers to either relocate them or euthanize them humanely just as pets are euthanized (with a relaxant first).  
Absolutely NO leghold traps or neck snares. 

205 8/8/26 2:09:08 Frank Ramel
General 
public 

I am against the killing of cougars who are an important part of wildlife balance man kind interference only does harm!!

206 8/8/26 2:32:03 John Moran 
General 
public 

Killing such a magnificent creature because we have encrouched in their habitat seems very inhumane and cruel!  Any 
creatures on this planet are simply doing what they are designed to do for survival!!! As humans, we are supposed to be 
the ones with the cognitive abilities to understand this... Instead, some of us kill as an excuse! Pretty Godless behavior 
on our part!!!

207 8/8/26 6:36:32 Alan Kuda OR
I'm not surprised there are a lot of idiots here in Oregon.
They want to upset the balance of nature and have our state be over run with deer

208 8/8/26 7:10:54 Mike Mueller General We need the cougars to help keep the balance of Oregon's animals.
209 8/8/26 7:29:32 Larry Funicello General Stop killing the cougars. 

210 8/8/26 7:41:52 Sarah Worthington 
General 
public

Please reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 
2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved 
ban on hounding cougars. 

Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and 
studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These native wild cats play a vital role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane 
management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

211 8/8/26 8:11:51 Caren Liebman general Please do not harm any of our wildlife!!!!!!

212 8/8/26 8:29:12 GM Whiting
OREGON 
CITIZEN

I'm an Oregon citizen. 
I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to 
be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to 
Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a solution and will not address the underlying 
factors impacting bighorn sheep. These native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems. In Oregon, 
we value the ethical and humane respect for all wildlife. Please reject this proposal. 
These are all God's creatures; intentionally His creation and intentionally here to live their own lives. Have mercy, just as 
you and we ask God for mercy on us. 



213 8/8/26 8:56:20 virginia grieve
No 
affiliation

Don’t kill the cougars. If they want so badly to kill animals then kill these damn destructive GROUND SQUIRRELS!!!! Holes 
all thru pasture which is dangerous for my livestock. Dogging under house barn every out building. Kill them

214 8/8/26 9:00:39 jean patricia general let the cougars live

215 8/8/26 9:02:57 Charley Liljequist
Resident/ge
neral public 

Please enforce regulations and reduce unnecessary killing of animals. 

216 8/8/26 9:33:32

We humans are not doing a good job of trying to take nature into our own hands.  Stop the killing of the predators,  
there is a real reason for them having been created and that is to maintain balances in nature. Simply wanting to stop all 
the massive cruelties inflicted on anmals.  I believe there are far to many errors made by man.  And what about the 
slaughter of thousands of wild horses  that is criminal. .Look what man is doing to man right now,  what kind of example 
are humans,   stop all the killing ,created new laws to protect all of our animals, and allow natures rulings to rule.

217 8/8/26 10:21:35 Andrea Carlstrom gen public big game reg

218 8/8/26 10:37:31 Patti Mayfield
General 
Public

As a veterinarian and an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target 
area. Simply wanting to stop all the massive cruelties inflicted on animals. Killing up to 18 cougars over three years is 
unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves 
thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes of wildlife decline. Please reject 
this proposal.

219 8/8/26 11:31:53 Sara
General 
public

I am extremely opposed and disagree to the proposal to open target hunting on the cougar population in the Trout 
Creek Mountains.

Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars should close the loophole allowing the use of packs of hounds to 
chase down cougars.

Killing cougars won’t address the real challenges facing the population: habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and 
climate pressures are what need to be focused on. Not allowing another species to dwindle.

This proposal should be rejected and other areas supporting habitat restoration should be focused on to support the big 
horn sheep population.



220 8/8/26 12:09:03 Kristi LaHaye
Volunteer 
Humane 
World 

ODFW says their proposal on 2027 Big Game Regs is intended to help a struggling bighorn sheep herd. But killing cougars 
won't address the underlying challenges facing the herd, including disease, limited genetic diversity and the challenges 
associated with bighorn sheep translocations.  As well, removing cougars could disrupt cougar social structure and 
actually increase predation on bighorn sheep.
 
The proposal would also allow the use of hounds, foothold traps, and neck snares. Oregon voters have twice rejected the 
use of hounds for recreational cougar hunting—and traps and snares are inhumane and put non-target wildlife at risk.
 
I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful wildlife stewardship that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline, not 
a return to a management approach ODFW has not used since 2019.

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 
18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I 
believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.

221 8/8/26 12:11:26 Sheila Dooley

Concerned 
citizen who 
lives in a big 
game winter 
range

Please reject the cougar "target area" proposal.  It goes against the will of the Oregonians that you represent.  Oregon 
voters have twice rejected the use of hounds for recreational cougar hunting and the proposed traps and snares are 
inhumane and put non target wildlife at risk.  Removing cougars could disrupt cougar social structure and increase 
predation on bighorn sheep.  Where I live in Mosier, killing cougars accomplishes nothing as others move into the 
territory.

222 8/8/26 12:44:55 Leslie Harper
Oregon 
residents 

I’m from cougar country. I lived there alongside these magnificent predators for many years and have the utmost 
respect for them and care deeply about their survival. Very few of them have escaped the harsh way humans have killed 
them and destroyed their habitat over the past hundred years. As an environmental scientist I can attest to the 
importance of maintaining keystone predators in the ecosystem. It is my belief that they are being targeted now by the 
present administration to benefit other predators- corporate interests that are maximizing profit by taking natural 
resources from the public. Please do not allow this travesty. 

223 8/8/26 12:49:17 Luanne Alomair 
General 
public 

Protect the cougars! Wildlife have every right to be here and should not be killed to make room for more humans. We 
already taken so much from them about is. NO KILLING MORE WILDLIFE!

224 8/8/26 14:52:31 Carrie Freeman

general 
public; 
wildlife 
conservatio
nist

Please reject the plan to kill cougars in Oregon (a state where I went to graduate school). The wildlife in your state are 
your treasures, and their lives deserve to be prioritized more than people's domesticated farmed animals that they are 
raising to kill for money. Elsewhere around the nation big cats are threatened or endangered. We humans are 
overpopulated. Let's not kill other animals because of problems we cause. Unfair.



225 8/8/26 15:21:52 Hayley Hawes
general 
public

As a 5th generation Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. 
Killing up to 18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended 
consequences. I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the 
underlying causes of wildlife decline.  Cougars are an important emblem of Oregon, including the mascot of my 
daughter's high school.  Killing them is not an effective strategy for a healthy ecosystem for all.  Please reject this 
proposal.

226 8/8/26 15:40:49 Danielle Withers Gen. Public 

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 
18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I 
believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.

227 8/8/26 16:29:16 G. M.Fisher
general 
public

please do not permit the capture and killing of cougars inthe Trout Creeks. They have an importantplace inthe 
envitonment.

228 8/8/26 16:33:12 Karen Kielas
General 
Public

I'm writing from Eugene, Oregon, and am alarmed by the proposal to use dogs, traps and snares to hunt cougars in the 
Trout Creek Mountain 'target area'. These methods are inhumane and cause needless suffering for the cougars. 
Additionally, targeting these cougars will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have 
widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy 
ecosystems and are complex social animals who deserve respect and protection. Please reject this proposal. Thank you

229 8/8/26 16:46:58 Heather Davis OR We need our planets predators our ecosystem needs to stay in balance 

230 8/8/26 17:24:07 Hillary Tiefer
general 
public

I am upset about and against  The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s proposal to allow for a new cougar “target 
area” that would allow 18 cougars to be killed using traps, snares and hounds over the next three years—a 50% 
reduction in the cougar population in the Trout Creek Mountains. As the Humane World for Animals points out, “The 
proposal is intended to help a struggling bighorn sheep herd, but killing cougars won’t address the real challenges facing 
the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and climate pressures.”

I volunteered in an animal shelter where I worked with a few discarded hounds used for hunting. I was informed these 
were the lucky ones. When hunters had no more use for these dogs they brought them into a circle and shot them all.

Humanity has come a long way technologically but sorrowfully ethics and compassion have not evolved at the same 
pace.

231 8/8/26 18:11:07 Jeanne Eddy general I want to make sure wildlife is cared for and not exterminated
232 8/8/26 18:37:56 Yvonne Ricard I am an American citizen and I am concerned about this rampant killing of our wildlife

233 8/8/26 18:38:01 Jeffrey L Clark
general 
public

Please don't justify "helping" a native creature by killing other native creatures.  Have you ever heard of nature?



234 8/8/26 20:09:50 Terry  
Stop the killing of cougars. They're not the problem. Humans share the responsibility too. Fish and Wildlife is of 
synchronization when it comes to murdering cougars. Boo on you!

235 8/8/26 20:15:25 Debra Culwell
Generally 
public

Few of these cougars or any animals remain - please don’t drive them to extinction too.

236 8/8/26 20:24:18 Terry tciecko51@g   None

I hate the way F&W In Oregon treat wildlife like they don't matter and the pansy attitude of a few dictate the survival of 
wildlife in Oregon because it doesn't suit their needs. We are slowly but surely driving the extinction of birds, and 
mammals in this state. I can name multiple examples since i have lived here. Its sickening. But $$ talks. ODFW caves 
every time. Wildlife doesn't stand a chance no matter how much you try and convince yourselves you're doing the "right 
thing". 

237 8/8/26 21:14:45 Mary Closson
general 
public

“As an Oregonian, I am deeply dismayed about the proposal re our cougar population. I respectfully urge you to reject 
the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 
2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on 
hounding cougars. Please consider a long-term solution rather than this inhumane plan. Killing cougars is not a long-term 
solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the 
effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and 
are complex social animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this 
proposal. Thank you.”

238 8/9/26 3:14:20 Lorelei Catalina Rya  General Let these animals have a chance to live like God intended them to.

239 8/9/26 7:05:54 Rajat sahoo 
State 
government Pls stop this as per climate change and ecosystem needs.

240 8/9/26 7:28:29 Rachel Cairns OR Please stop this cougar killing plan. It has the potential to be inhumane and cruel. 

241 8/9/26 7:34:42 connie theil
general 
public

Please leave the cougars alone. You have been trying for decades to kill cougars. Stop!!!! Cruel as heck. Thank you. 

242 8/9/26 7:47:24 ANGELA  JACOBS resident

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 
18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I 
believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal.

243 8/9/26 8:46:26 Billie Wright General Please don’t kill the cougars

244 8/9/26 10:19:25 Ty Young NA
Stop killing them they have every right to be here.  They are beautiful  animals. Yes I know they kill live stock at times but 
they are trying to survive like all the animals out there.

245 8/9/26 10:27:10 carla burkhart
general 
public

The beghorn sheep problem is not due to cougar predation. Many other factors should be considered. Hunting cougars 
this way is inhumane and unnecessary.

246 8/9/26 10:58:41 Kassy Daggett
Concerned 
Public

Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful wildlife stewardship that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline! Returning 
to an ODFW approach that has not been used since 2019 is unacceptable! The short sided KILL approach will cause other 
wildlife to be “collateral damage!” That is not a solution. It increases and expands the problem. Do better! 



247 8/9/26 12:16:05 Elizabeth Talmage
General 
Public

As a rural Oregonian, I am writing to express my deep concerns over a new proposal which would allow the hunting and 
targeted killing of up to 18 cougars between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains. These killings would be 
allowed to use both hounds and traps and are clearly in direct contradiction to what the voters demanded when they 
enacted a ban on hounding cougars. Cougars play an important role in the ecosystem of Oregon. I say this as a rural 
landowner who has worried about predators and has taken steps to protect my own goats and miniature horses in the 
past. I understand the concerns people have, but I do not believe this is a reasonable response, and it clearly is not the 
choice of the majority of Oregonians. We must do better than this.

248 8/9/26 12:20:58 Jeffrey Szilagyi
Resident of 
this state

STOP killing these animals you paranoid idiots ! SHAME on you !

249 8/9/26 12:28:06 Dr. Carol Gigliotti
General 
Public

As an Oregonian and author of several books on animals, I urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains 
cougar target area. Killing up to 18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have 
unintended consequences. In this critical time of species extunction and environmental destruction, I believe Oregon's 
wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes of wildlife 
decline. It won't address the underlying challenges facing the herd, including disease, limited genetic diversity and the 
challenges associated with bighorn sheep translocations.  As well, removing cougars could disrupt cougar social structure 
and actually increase predation on bighorn sheep.It Please reject this proposal.



250 8/9/26 12:40:32 Kelly Brignell

General 
Public - 
Human on 
this Planet

As someone (from Oregon) who is interested in our environment and life-sustaining ecosystems, I respectfully and 
STRONGLY urge you to REJECT the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ - sickeningly proposing a 50% 
reduction in the cougar population in the Trout Creek Mountains in the next three years! 
SENSELESS SLAUGHTER and MASSACRE come to mind! 
This short-sighted method would allow up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek 
Mountains - disgustingly using hounds and traps through an exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding 
cougars. 
Killing cougars is NOT a long-term solution and will NOT address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep; studies 
have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control - further skewing the balance required for healthy 
populations of a multitude of species (including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and climate pressures...). 
These iconic, native wild cats play a VITAL role in maintaining healthy, complex ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. 
This is a HUGE mistake that has been repeated over and over again - always unfathomably unfortunate losses!
Despite Oregon’s voter-approved BAN on hounding cougars, this proposal would utilize a loophole allowing the use of 
packs of hounds to chase down cougars. REPUGNANT Leg-hold traps and neck snares are also likely to be used. These 
devices are deeply inhumane and put other wildlife at risk. Using such loopholes is ignorant.
In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. 
Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.
Please reject this proposal. 
Thank you.
KB

251 8/9/26 12:56:39 Nikki Dennis
General 
Public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area.  Killing 18 
cougars over three years is not only a brutal approach to wildlife management utilizing hounds and cruel traps, it will 
also not address the issues bighorn sheep face and the challenges that are present during a bighorn sheep translocation.  
There are many adverse factors that affect herds such as disease and limited genetic diversity of which cougars have no 
bearing on. Whether or not proposed with the best intentions, this harmful approach could disrupt the social structure 
for these cougars and actually increase predation on bighorn sheep.  Oregon’s wildlife deserves effective and humane 
management that takes all factors into consideration and addresses the underlying causes of wildlife decline.  Please 
reject this proposal.  

252 8/9/26 13:13:18 Marcia DaBreo Gen public
Cougars are already in limited population and manipulating the natural order of things never bode well. Cougars hunt elk 
for food nut to eliminated their numbers. 



253 8/9/26 13:18:43 Kim Beeler
Oregonian 
resident

Please reject the Big Game proposal.  Although it is intended to help a struggling bighorn sheep herd, killing cougars 
won’t address the real challenges facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and 
climate pressures. 

Oregon voters have already approved a ban on hounding cougars.  However, this proposal would utilize a loophole 
allowing the use of packs of hounds to chase down cougars. Leghold traps and neck snares are also likely to be used. 
These devices are deeply inhumane and put other wildlife at risk. 

Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.

254 8/9/26 14:17:11 William Ramirez
General 
Public

Reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area

I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 18 cougars over 
three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. 

Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes of 
wildlife decline. 

Please reject this proposal.

255 8/9/26 15:06:14 Susanna Askins
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 18 cougars 
over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. I believe Oregon's 
wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that addresses the underlying causes of wildlife 
decline. Please reject this proposal.

256 8/9/26 17:28:17 Jack Kendall
Oregon 
resident

“As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane 
management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”

257 8/9/26 18:00:25 Colleen Taylor
general 
publuc

Why is this happening now, don't we have enough issues with wildlife conservation and fire destruction, perhaps these 
hunters could help fight fires to help life vs take life.
Thank you 
Colleen Taylor

258 8/9/26 18:57:00 jean perry general Leave them alone, it is their home area first and foremost!

259 8/9/26 20:55:45 Greg Jacob
general 
public

I am strongly opposed to the new cougar target area. Reject the proposal and worry more about habitat loss and gloabal 
woarming. Leghold traps and neck snares shouild never be used.

260 8/9/26 21:46:48 Barbara Methvin general Don't kill any more cougers; they are an essential part of the ecosystem



261 8/9/26 23:12:14 Jane Marsh
general 
public

I am an Oregonian who cares deeply about wildlife and who wants our state agencies to address the underlying causes 
of wildlife decline. So, I urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. Killing up to 18 
cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have unintended consequences. From 
what I understand, bighorn sheep herds face many issues, and have for many years; the main cause of decline is likely 
disease, not predation. I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that 
addresses the underlying causes of the loss of wildlife. I do not think humane management of bighorn sheep involves 
killing cougars and especially does not involve the use of inhumane methods such as hounds, foothold traps, and neck 
snares to do so. Please reject this proposal. Thank you.

262 8/9/26 23:22:56 Nikkoshia Sophan 
General 
public 

Stop killing our precious wildlife. If we would stop tearing down the trees and their habitats it would stop them from 
entering neighborhoods looking for food. We need to saves ALL our animal species. 

263 8/10/26 8:46:40 Sara Smith
general 
publicc

I oppose any increase in reducing the population of Oregon's cougars.  I believe there are many reasons for decline in 
bighorn sheep population which should be explored first.  

264 8/10/26 8:48:50 Miranda Eisen
General 
public 

As an Oregonian of more than 20 years, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar 
target area. Killing up to 18 cougars over three years is unlikely to help the bighorn sheep herd and could have 
unintended, harmful consequences. Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective and humane management that 
addresses the underlying causes of wildlife decline. Please reject this proposal. Thank you for your time and 
consideration! 

265 8/10/26 8:55:35 Dolores Matthys
General 
Public 

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. 

Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and 
studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social animals. 

If we need to intervene in nature, we need to do it ethically and humanely! Please reject this proposal.



266 8/10/26 9:35:51 Elizabeth Dix
General 
public voter

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge the rejection of the proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area and the 
continued advancement of killings as a primary solution to wildlife management.  

Killing up to 18 cougars over three years is extremely unlikely nor scientifically supported to advance the bighorn sheep 
herd and worse could have major unintended consequences.  I believe Oregon's wildlife deserves thoughtful, effective 
and humane management that addresses all underlying causes of wildlife decline, including those created, advanced, 
and expedited by HUMANs.  Please reject this proposal and request other non-lethal solutions that keep all our wild 
things alive not justifying killing to avoid killing. 

Thank you!

267 8/10/26 9:36:46 Morgan
General 
public

If we stop creeping into the cougars territory we wouldn't have problems with them. The use of hounds, leg traps, 
snares, and/or other devices to hunt down animals just trying to survive in an ever shrinking environment is inhumane 
and disgraceful.

268 8/10/26 10:12:12 Mary Troutt 
general 
public

Address the reasons cougars are struggling to survive, not kill them! That's horrific and totally unnecessary. That's 
inhumane and cruel. Help them instead of killing them.

269 8/10/26 15:07:19 Andrea May
General 
public

We have a responsibility to the wildlife not to kill the animals but take care of them.  We shouldn’t be killing them as we 
are the invaders of their territory.  STOP the KILLING.

270 8/10/26 15:14:32 Karie Decker

Rocky 
Mountain 
Elk 
Foundation, 
Nonprofit

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation appreciates ODFW's efforts to restore bighorn sheep in the Trout Creek Mountains 
and supports managing cougar populations (as with other predators) through regulations controlled by ODFW.

271 8/10/26 17:13:58 Robert Ellison
Native 
Oregonian

URGENT!!!

Do not pass the Cougar bill being considered!!!
How can anyone consider promoting grizzly primitive hunting methods.
Do not vote for more senseless wildlife killing. This is not sport! You would not allow these barbaric heathen to hunt your 
pets with dogs any more than you would allow hounds to hunt your children on their way home from school..now would 
you?

Thank you,
Robert Ellison
503 984-9195



272 8/10/26 18:30:42 John Vandenberg
general 
public

The Department should reject the Staff’s proposed Trout Creek Mountains cougar target area. This is common sense and 
common decency.

The proposal is extreme: killing up to half of the region’s cougar population. 

The rationale is unproven speculation. The Staff cites no scientifically valid evidence that this culling of one species will 
have the desired impact on the other species.

On the contrary, it is known that removing territorial adult cougars risks triggering an influx of younger and less 
predictable cougars which can increase predation. That is common sense.

Further, this speculative solution ignores the root causes of the population problem including brush overgrowth reduce 
visibility for escape.

The State should not be killing even one of these majestic beings based on unscientific hunches.

273 8/10/26 21:45:31 Nancy Weil
public tax 
payer

Dear ODFW,
I understand that ODFW is considering a proposal to cull cougars in the Trout Creek Mountains of Oregon. I respectfully 
submit that culling/killing of a species native to that area in response to the struggling translocated nonnative big horn 
sheep is ill conceived. Environmental conditions of regional drought, low water supplies, are a stress on all the species 
sharing that region. By enhancing the water supply, addressing disease and genetic diversity of the bighorn sheep seems 
a more logical approach to aid the recovery of the herd than targeting a species, the cougar, that is part of maintaining 
the balance of a biodiverse environment. Please refuse this proposal and seek ways that benefit all species of the region.  
Thank you 

274 8/10/26 22:51:50 Laurel Hines
general 
public

Please do not allow the special district for cougar hunting with hounds, and increased killing allotments. The Oregon 
voters have said time and again that they do not want hunting of cougar with hounds for sport. I doubt there is any 
proof the bighorn sheep will do better with this proposed plan. Disease and climate change/drought is probably the 
reason they have decline, if they have. Cougar will target the sick ones, and hunters would target the healthy ones; so 
the proposal makes no sense. Please oppose it. 



275 8/10/26 23:16:38 David Walker
general 
public

My name is David Walker, I reside in Tillamook, OR. and I am a native Oregonian that has been an avid hunter for 50 
years. 
I am commenting on the proposed changes for the coast Elk seasons. 
I agree that bull ratios and Elk MO's need to be addressed in the coast units, but I do not agree or support either option 
that is currently on the table. I believe that either one of the options have a slight potential to help the Alsea and Stott 
Mt. units increase their bull ratios because both options would limit branch bull harvest in those 2 units. However I do 
not believe either option will do anything to balance out the difference in hunter participation in the 2 coast elk seasons. 
In fact I believe that they are going to make it worse and also probably make more hunters switch from rifle to archery. 
When you have two seasons that are both the same length of time and one is spike only and one is any bull, most people 
are going to hunt when they have the opportunity to shoot the first bull elk they see and not have to identify that it truly 
is only a spike. So that would make the unbalance of hunters even more dramatic. 
Another thing that I think could affect participation is the fact with 2 five day seasons neither one will include 
Thanksgiving, so if a person wants to hunt more than 2 days they will have to take time off from work, where before the 
people hunting the second season could get 4 days most likely without taking time off considering most people get 
Thursday and Friday off for Thanksgiving. 
The only way that I can see either of the proposed options really making a impact would be option 1 with an adjustment 
made to it where the second season would be branch bull harvest only and no spike harvest allowed during that hunt.
I would really like to see the tried and proven season structure brought back that we implemented in 1998 in the Wilson 
and Trask units that tripled bull ratios and made many more older age class, mature bulls. The Wilson and Trask units are 
the only units on the coast that are meeting MO's now and that is a residual effect from that season structure , even 
though the MO's have been declining ever since that season structure was changed to what we have now. I was a big 
part of changing the seasons back then and most of the current staff and none of the current Commissioners  were 
around at that time, but that season structure worked and worked well. I would really encourage you to look at 
something that we already know works!
Thank You for considering my comments.
David Walker
503-812-1457

276 8/10/26 23:55:17  Brenda Public There is no reason yo kill cougars if we live in there area we should learn to get along. In no way should the be killed.

277 8/11/26 5:01:24 Liana

Local 
wildlife 
biologist 
and resident 

Please, for the sake of all that is holy, take your heads out of your own asses.



278 8/11/26 6:27:58 Daniel Nedu
General 
public

Commissioners,

As I’m sure you are aware, Oregon has numerous youth “any legal weapon” hunts which overlap established archery deer and elk seasons. During these overlapping periods, juvenile 
hunters are currently allowed to use centerfire rifles in areas occupied by bowhunters who are often concealed, moving quietly, and imitating the sounds of game.

Oregon already restricts adult hunters from using centerfire rifles during archery seasons. Applying the same restriction consistently to overlapping youth hunts would reduce an 
unnecessary and preventable risk to both juvenile hunters and bowhunters.

Under this proposal, youth hunting opportunities and season dates would remain intact. Juveniles hunting during an established archery deer or elk season would simply be required to use 
legal archery equipment for the duration of the overlap. Once the archery season ended, they could resume using any otherwise legal weapon. Lawful possession of firearms for personal 
protection would remain unaffected.

Every difficult decision eventually comes down to a single question.

What is the right thing to do when the cost of doing nothing could be someone’s life?

When Oregon designates a season as “archery,” it creates an expectation. Hunters enter the woods believing they will be sharing that landscape with others who have accepted the same 
limitations, the same challenge, and the same effective range. That expectation matters. It shapes how people hunt. It shapes where they move. It shapes the decisions they make every day 
in the field.

A centerfire rifle changes that equation entirely.

An archery hunter slips silently through thick timber. He hides. He calls like an elk. He moves toward bugles. Everything about successful bowhunting is designed to make a hunter resemble 
the very animal being pursued. Those are not flaws in the method—they are its essence. But they are also the very reasons why introducing centerfire rifles into that environment creates an 
unnecessary risk.

The question before you is not whether most rifle hunters are safe. They are.

The question is whether government should knowingly permit an avoidable danger when eliminating it costs almost nothing.

Good policy is measured not by what it allows, but by the unnecessary risks it refuses to accept.

Throughout wildlife management, we separate methods of take because different weapons create different risks. We require hunter education before someone ever enters the field. We 
require blaze orange during firearm seasons. We establish safe shooting regulations. None of those rules exist because hunters are irresponsible. They exist because responsible 
management anticipates danger before it becomes tragedy.

That is exactly what is being asked of you today. (Continued below)



Some will argue that the chance of a fatal shooting is small. Perhaps it is. But every safety regulation ever written exists because someone understood that low probability does not erase 
high consequence.

Seat belts.
Life jackets.
Tree stand harnesses.
Blaze orange.

One day, years from now, no one will remember the administrative effort it took to make this change.But everyone will remember whether this Commission acted before tragedy demanded 
it.

That is the burden of leadership.

The easiest decision is to leave things exactly as they are. The right decision is to ask whether they should remain that way.

If a preventable tragedy occurs tomorrow, no explanation that begins with “We’ve always done it this way” will ever be enough.

History rarely remembers the people who waited for certainty.

It remembers those who recognized an avoidable risk, had the courage to confront it, and acted while they still had the chance.

Commissioners, you have that chance today.

If Oregon calls it an archery season, then let it truly be an archery season.

Not because we know tragedy is coming.

But because we never want to find out that we could have prevented it.

Thank you.

279 8/11/26 7:31:00 Ellen Gorton
general 
public

The proposal is intended to help a struggling bighorn sheep herd, but killing cougars won’t address the real challenges 
facing the population, including habitat loss, disease, limited genetic diversity and climate pressures.

Despite Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars, this proposal would utilize a loophole allowing the use of 
packs of hounds to chase down cougars. Leghold traps and neck snares are also likely to be used. These devices are 
deeply inhumane and put other wildlife at risk.

Oregon’s wildlife deserves humane, science-based management that addresses the root causes of wildlife decline—not 
ineffective and cruel killing.



280 8/11/26 7:34:19 Dave Gorton
general 
public

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.”

Hunters are not the only stakeholders in Oregon -

281 8/11/26 7:56:32 Brian Posewitz
Humane 
Voters 
Oregon

Humane Voters Oregon opposes creation of a cougar "target area" in the Trout Creek Maintains. (Staff Report, p. 5.) The 
designation would allow for killing cougars with methods disapproved by voters (hunting cougars with dogs) and not allowed for 
recreation (trapping). This should not be done without a better case that: (a) cougars are the primary limiting factor for recovery of 
bighorn sheep in the area; (b) that killing more cougars with dogs and traps would reduce cougar predation on sheep; and (c) that 
alternative methods for improving sheep recovery have been exhausted. As the Commission learned in its workshop in December 
2025, predator-prey relationships are often complex and counter-intuitive. Indeed, the Department's cougar management plan 
acknowledges that a population model indicated cougar populations would increase faster when cougars are hunted with dogs than 
when they are not (pp. 40-41) and that killing more cougars may not increase ungulate populations (pp. 10, 61). Cougars should not 
be targeted with inhumane removal methods based on a single sample of sheep reintroduction in which cougars killed 6 of 15 
reintroduced sheep. The Department should also first exhaust other efforts to reduce cougar populations, including recreational 
hunting, and to improve sheep survival in the area, including elimination (at least temporarily) of recreational hunting of sheep in 
that area (four rams per year are currently allowed to be taken in the area that includes the Trout Creek Mountains). As a member 
of the Oregon Wildlife Coalition, Humane Voters Oregon also supports the comments submitted by the coalition on this issue.

8/7/26 to 8/11/26
81 people 
submitted the 
following letter.

See list below

As an Oregonian, I respectfully urge you to reject the proposal to establish a new cougar ‘target area’ that would allow 
up to 18 cougars to be killed between 2026 and 2028 in the Trout Creek Mountains using hounds and traps through an 
exemption to Oregon’s voter-approved ban on hounding cougars. Killing cougars is not a long-term solution and will not 
address the underlying factors impacting bighorn sheep, and studies have widely questioned the effectiveness of 
predator control. These iconic, native wild cats play a vital role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and are complex social 
animals. In Oregon, we value the ethical and humane management of all wildlife. Please reject this proposal.

Kavech Pouladin, General Public
Cornelius Matteo, General Public
Tammy Causey, General Public
David Ehlinger, General Public



Randy Harrison, General Citizen
Mona Tara, General Public
Jeffrey Soller, General Public
Marc Anderson, Oregon Resident
Jan Ohalloran
Kerry Canfield, General Public
Steve Sheehy, General Public and License Holder
Dana Regan, General Public
Vivian Cerny, General Public
Tori Herbst, Self
Jimmy Shaw, General Public
William Goodwin, General Public
Gloria and Bob Ziller, General Public
M Jean Lockamy, General Public
Adama Hamilton, Oregon
Tracy Mott-Switzer, General Public
William Criswell, Oregon
Judith Arayaes, General Public
Zoe Rolland, General Public
Jessica Holsen, General Public, Oregon Citizen
Ann Crawford, General Public and Concerned Citizen
Heather Freeman, General Public
Julie Oakes, General Public
Tollie Bohl, General Public
Allison Roehr, General Public
Bonnie Dighero-Kemp, DVM/PhD Candidate, OSU College of Veterinary Medicine
Erin McEwan, General Public, Oregon Resident
Dale Lockridge, General Public
Elizabeth Sauer, Geneal Public
Pilar Hernandez-Wolfe, General Public
Mora Orensanz, General Public
Sally Maish, Oregon
Cynthia Nordlund, General Public
Emmy Wu, General Public
Abbie, General Public
Nikki Breitbarth, General Public
Katelyn Acevedo Perez, Oregon
M. A. Kruse, Concerned Public and Humane Society



John Barger, General Public
Mike Flannigan, Oregon Citizen, General Public
Lisa C Matthew, General Public
Lisa Raleigh, General Public
Faith and Jan Wellman, General Public
William Edwards, General Public
Di Kek Family & Friends, Concerned Citizens
Dan Struble, General Public
Setsuko Maruki-Fox, General Public
Roxana Collins, General Public
Lisa Margetts, Oregonian Resident
Jennifer Hollaway, General Public
Maria Rectenwald, Citizen
John Bartolone, General Public
Robyn Tatom
Samuel Carl, General P ublic
Jen Hazen, General Public
Dana Bleckinger, General Public
Lisa Lakes, General Public
Judith  Dolmatch, Oregon Citizen
Stephanie Houston, General Public
Thomas Houston, General Public
Mary Nuss, General Public
Judyth Hyll, General Public
Emiily Adair, General Public
Hilary McGraw, General
Jenine Moscove, General Public
Alex Samarin, General Public
Allison Everitt, General Public
Susanna Askins, General Public
Jon Lloyd, Resident
Samuel Carl, General Public
Roy Wessbecher, General Public
Sara Craig
Joe Lastomirsky, General Public
Shannon Leahy, General Public
Brenda Wasson, General Public
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