
Southwest Area -- WATERFOWL   

Douglas County   

Nearly all waterfowl hunting in the Umpqua Valley is on private property and hunters are reminded to get 

landowner permission before hunting. Many agricultural landowners along the valley floor are 

seeing significant damage to fields from increases in Canada goose populations over recent years. Many 

landowners and managers have been welcoming hunters to help them reduce this damage. Plat-I Reservoir, 

Ben Irving Reservoir and Galesville Reservoir have areas set aside for hunting waterfowl. Hunters need to be 

familiar with Douglas County and Sutherlin Water Control District regulations for access times and watercraft 

use on these reservoirs. The Umpqua River and its tributaries also offer great waterfowl hunting in the 

Umpqua Valley.   

Jackson, Josephine and Curry Counties   

Hunting success will depend on local weather and water conditions, and on weather conditions to the north. 

Storm systems in northern Oregon and Washington push birds south to our area. Waterfowl hunting in the 

Denman Wildlife Area is usually best during December and January. Local Canada geese should be very 

abundant for the September goose season and throughout the general season. The Rogue River is a good place 

to hunt during the September goose season as well as on the Hall Tract of the Denman Wildlife Area. The 

Denman Wildlife Area is dependent on rain to flood fields, and hunters can call (541) 857-2398 to check on the 

status of flooding. Hunters should remember that after Nov. 1 the Hall Tract of the DWA is only open on 

Saturdays, Sundays, Wednesdays, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. The Military Slough and Modoc Units 

are open every day of the general season. 

https://myodfw.com/kenneth-denman-wildlife-area-visitors-guide

